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2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

Welcome!

For most of us, Carmen, is the hugely successful opera dating from 1875 by composer 
Georges Bizet. 

Bizet's libretto was drawn from a novella by Prosper Mérimée. Set in Andalusia, the 
primary characters are Carmen, a spirited and seductive Gypsy, and Don José, a corporal 
in the dragoons, who is enchanted by her. Don José is obsessed, but Carmen will not be 
possessed. Mérimée refers to the "untamable nature of love" and establishes a tension 
between the two people. Carmen foresees the tragic conclusion.

In Mérimée's novella, he offers this explanation, “Carmen will always be free.”

Choreographer, Liam Scarlett, finds the humanity in both characters. As with all great art, 
we identify with these people: we see elements of ourselves in each. His Frankenstein, 
staged by the Joffrey in 2023, shares this same empathy for the Creature, moving beyond 
the “monster” to reveal human emotion. 

We miss Liam, whose life ended too soon. We remember him by presenting his creations. 
Carmen is the fourth of his ballets to join our repertoire.

I hope you enjoy the performance. 

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

The Joffrey Ballet

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

ASHLEY
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Some stories refuse stillness. They leap from page to stage, from sound to movement, 
insisting that each retelling be alive and new. Born as opera, reborn as ballet, Carmen is 
one of those stories. 

How fitting, then, to open our 2025–2026 season with this production on the stage where 
opera has thrived for decades. This summer, we announced that the Joffrey will call the 
Lyric Opera House home through 2034, a renewal of place and purpose as we celebrate 
our 70th anniversary as a Company and 30 years in Chicago.

Anniversaries invite reflection. Since our founding, we have grown into an organization  
the Chicago Tribune recently described as “a balletic model for the nation.” We’ve 
built the Grainger Academy that feeds directly into the Company, launched a robust 
Community Engagement program, and created an artistic identity that is at once daring, 
relevant, and enduring. 

Thank you to our community, and to Carmen Production Sponsors Holly Palmer 
Foundation and Max Mara, whose support keeps us moving. 

Opening a season is always a threshold, but this year feels especially inspiring: the start of 
a chapter, the celebration of a history, and the promise of a future unbound by stillness. 

Greg Cameron
President and CEO
The Joffrey Ballet

GREG

https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/07/23/editorial-joffrey-ballet-lyric-opera-house/
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It is my honor to welcome you to the Joffrey’s 2025–2026 season. Stepping into my first 
year as Board Chair, I am reminded why I’ve been drawn to this Company for more than 
fifteen years: I see an organization shaping the future.

My own story with the Joffrey began in 2013. What started as admiration soon became a 
calling. I joined the Board of Directors, eager to serve an organization that not only pushes 
artistic boundaries but also brings dance within reach for everyone. 

Robert Joffrey believed that it was necessary for ballet to evolve. That belief still drives 
the Company today. With The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE and 
President and CEO Greg Cameron at the helm, the Joffrey never settles. Every season 
premieres the new alongside the beloved, and every year we grow deeper roots in our city. 

In October, their story comes full circle. Chicago’s Wrightwood 659 exhibition space will 
present The Joffrey + Ballet in the U.S., the first major retrospective of the Company. 
Drawing from the Joffrey’s archive, acquired by the New York Public Library’s Jerome 
Robbins Dance Division, the exhibition offers an in-depth look at the Company’s 
contributions to ballet. It's a portrait of risk-taking, reinvention, and resilience. 

I am grateful to our 70th Anniversary Season Sponsors and partners who made this 
landmark year possible, and to you, our audience, who give the Joffrey its pulse. 

Thank you for joining us. 

James D. McDonough
Board Chair
The Joffrey Ballet

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

JAMES
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COMPANY  
ADMINISTRATION  
AND  
PRODUCTION 
STAFF
CODY CHEN  
General Manager

CATHERINE EBY 
Company Manager

AMANDA HEUERMANN  
Stage Manager

CHRIS MARAVICH 
Lighting Supervisor

EMMY MASTELLER 
Artistic Administrator and  
Assistant to the Artistic Director

KATHERINE SELIG 
Principal Stage Manager 

JOSHUA STENGER 
Artistic and Production Fellow

SHANDEE VAUGHAN 
Production Manager 

SCOTT WOLFSON 
Technical Supervisor

Patrons are requested to turn off pagers, 
cellular phones, and signal watches during 
performances. The taking of photographs 
and the use of recording devices are not 
allowed in this auditorium. Program and 
artists subject to change.

THE  
JOFFREY  
BALLET
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

GREG CAMERON 
President and CEO

JAMES D. MCDONOUGH 
Board Chair 

ROBERT JOFFREY 
Founder

GERALD ARPINO 
Founder

ARTISTIC  
AND  
MUSIC  
STAFF
NICOLAS BLANC 
Rehearsal Director

ADAM BLYDE 
Rehearsal Director

JORGE IVARS AND  
JARED WRIGHT 
Company Pianists

CHRISTINE ROCAS  
Rehearsal Director 

SCOTT SPECK 
Music Director and  
Principal Conductor

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

Joffrey Company Artist Amanda Assucena. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.
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Guillem Cabrera Espinach*

Manresa, Spain

Reed Henry
Princeton, New Jersey

Jonathan Dole*

Sacramento, California 

■ NEW JOFFREY ARTISTS  |  *GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET ALUMNI

Coco Alvarez-Mena
Miami, Florida

Amanda Assucena*

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Edson Barbosa

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Evan Boersma*

Chicago, Illinois
Dayla Bowman*

Youngtown, Australia
Anais Bueno

Córdoba, Mexico 

Lucia Connolly 
Los Angeles, California 

Tenley Connors 
Hutchinson, Kansas 

José Pablo Castro Cuevas*

Queretaro, Mexico
Maxwell Dawe*

Dorset, United Kingdom
Anabelle de la Nuez

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Derek Drilon*

Vancouver, Washington 
Fernando Duarte*

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Olivia Duryea*

Haslett, Michigan
Dylan Gutierrez

Los Angeles, California 
Stefan Gonçalvez
São Paulo, Brazil

Dara Holmes*

Wilmington, North Carolina
Amanda Illuminati*

Monterrey, Mexico
Victoria Jaiani

Tbilisi, Rep. Of Georgia
Hansol Jeong

Namyangju, South Korea
Gayeon Jung

Seoul, South Korea

ARTISTS OF THE COMPANY



The Joffrey Ballet  |  8

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

Yumi Kanazawa
Los Angeles, California

Zachary Manske
St. Paul, Minnesota

Laila Madison
Los Angeles, California

Jeraldine Mendoza
San Francisco, California

■ NEW JOFFREY ARTISTS  |  *GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET ALUMNI

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DANCERS, VISIT: JOFFREY.ORG/ARTISTS

Blake Kessler
Jacksonville, Florida

Minjoo Kim
Incheon, South Korea

Seehyun Kim*
Siheung-si, South Korea

Hyuma Kiyosawa
Nagano, Japan

Nae Kojima*

Gold Coast, Australia

Lindy Mesmer
Blacksburg, Virginia

Jackson Miles
Denver, Colorado

Valentino Moneglia Zamora*

Murcia, Spain

Xavier Núñez
Caguas, Puerto Rico

Davide Oldano*

Turin, Italy
Wictor Hugo Pedroso

Uberlândia, Brazil
Lauren Quinn*

Fort Wayne, Indiana
Paolo Randon
Valdagno, Italy

Scott Reed 
Marietta, Georgia

Aaron Renteria
Corona, California

Basia Rhoden
Fresno, California

Julia Rust
Noblesville, Indiana

Natali Taht 
Tallinn, Estonia

Alberto Velazquez
Havana, Cuba

Ao Wang 
Beijing, China

ARTISTS OF THE COMPANY
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LIVE ACCOMPANIMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA

Music Director and Principal Conductor: SCOTT SPECK 

Guest Conductor: MING LUKE

 

Choreography: LIAM SCARLETT

Music: GEORGES BIZET

Arrangement and Orchestration: MARTIN YATES

Scenic and Costume Design: JON BAUSOR

Lighting Design: JAMES FARNCOMBE

Staging: KRISTEN MCGARRITY, LAURA MORERA,  
and LAUREN STRONGIN

Lighting Recreation: CHRISTOPHER MARAVICH

Projection Programming: TROY FUJIMURA

World Premiere: Norwegian National Ballet,  
Thursday, March 19, 2015, The Oslo Opera House,  
Oslo, Norway

Joffrey Premiere: Thursday, September 18, 2025,  
The Lyric Opera House, Chicago, IL

Set and Costumes Courtesy of the  
Norwegian National Opera & Ballet.

Casting details for performances  
of Carmen can be found online at:  
JOFFREY.ORG/CARMENCAST

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

Artists of The Norwegian National Opera & Ballet in Carmen. Photo by Erik Berg.
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SPECIAL
THANKS
CARMEN PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Joffrey Company Artists Victoria Jaiani and Alberto Velazquez. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

Special thanks to Bill Heffernan and HMR Designs  
for providing the Carmen lobby activation.
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N

OPSIS

CARMEN
Micaëla has travelled from a nearby village to a cigarette factory to see her teenage 
sweetheart, Don José, in order to deliver a message from his mother. The women working 
at the factory are supervised by a guard, Zuniga. The atmosphere is tense. The monotony 
of factory labour is only interrupted by the changing of the guard. After Zuniga’s 
departure, Carmen entertains the guards and notices Don José, throwing a flower to 
him. Micaëla finally meets Don José and their old feelings are reignited. The encounter 
is interrupted by a scream from the factory: a fight has erupted between Carmen and the 
other women. She is taken away from the others and Don José is assigned to guard her.  
To get away, Carmen seduces Don José, who is arrested for his negligence.

Carmen and her friends have taken refuge in a tavern. The famous bullfighter, Escamillo, 
arrives and seduces Carmen. The next day, Escamillo leaves and Don José arrives, 
declaring his love to Carmen.

Carmen and Don José plan to run away together and get married. Don José travels to 
the romani camp to wait for Carmen, but before leaving to join him, Carmen runs into 
Escamillo. He promises her a perfect life by his side. Carmen writes in a letter to Don José 
that she doesn’t love him after all. Micaëla arrives at the tavern and she is trusted with 
delivering the letter to the camp. At the camp, Micaëla tries to talk Don José to follow her, 
but he professes his love for Carmen. Having read Carmen’s letter, Don José falls  
into despair.

At a party to celebrate Escamillo’s victorious bullfight and marriage, Carmen starts to 
doubt whether she should’ve ever got married. Don José still tries to convince Carmen  
to run away with him. Consumed by his passion, Don José stabs Carmen to death.  
Carmen dies in his arms.



TWO MORE 
CAPTIVATING 

PRODUCTIONS

2025–2026 SEASON 2-SHOW SUBSCRIPTION
SUBSCRIBE TODAY  |  JOFFREY.ORG

Eugene 
Onegin 
JUNE 4–14, 2026FEBRUARY 19–MARCH 1, 2026

AMERICAN ICONS: Artists of Norwegian National Ballet in Voluntaries. Photo by Erik Berg. EUGENE ONEGIN: Joffrey Company Artists Victoria Jaiani and Alberto Velazquez. Photo by Carolyn McCabe. 
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Sandy and Roger Deromedi

Sage Foundation

The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music

LIVE MUSIC SPONSORS

2025–2026 PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

CARMEN SPONSORS 
PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

 

MATTERS OF THE HEART SPONSORS  
Commissioning support for this program has been 
provided by the Harris Theater for Music and Dance.

WABASH & YOU MAJOR COMMISSIONING SPONSOR  

Courtney C. Shea 

LIVE MUSIC SPONSOR 
Patricia A. Kenney and Gregory J. O’Leary

PRESENTING ENGAGEMENT SPONSOR  
Conagra Brands Foundation

PROGRAM SPONSOR 
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson  
Penelope R. Steiner

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS 
Ted A. Grady and Dr. Ross Slotten  
Merrillyn J. Kosier and James F. Kinoshita  
Phil Lumpkin and Bill Tedford  
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva

THE NUTCRACKER SPONSORS  
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

 

PRODUCTION SPONSOR 

THE NUTCRACKER MAINTENANCE FUND 

In Memory of the late Richard H. Driehaus  
Roderick Branch  
Anne L. Kaplan 

AMERICAN ICONS SPONSORS 
MAJOR SPONSORS  

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III 

EUGENE ONEGIN COMMISSIONING SPONSORS 
PRESENTING SPONSORS 

Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark 
Anne L. Kaplan 
Rudolf Nureyev Fund at The Joffrey Ballet 
Lynda Sue Lane, M.D. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Dancing Skies Foundation 
Mary Jo and Doug Basler  
Audrey L. Weaver

PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson

COSTUME SPONSOR 

Jane Ellen Murray Foundation 

SCORE SPONSOR  

The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music

2025–2026 SEASON SPONSORS

THE 
FLORIAN 

FUND

ANNE L. KAPLAN ROBERT AND PENELOPE 
STEINER FAMILY FOUNDATION



CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF  
ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE.

The 2025–2026 season marks  
The Joffrey Ballet’s 70th anniversary as one of 

the world’s premier dance companies and 
30 of calling Chicago home, and 10 years of 

Christopher Wheeldon’s The Nutcracker.

70TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

30 YEARS IN CHICAGO



MAKE EVERY 
STEP COUNT

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

Greg Cameron, President and CEO

Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey 
Ballet School in New York. Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, and 
artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information, please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.

Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

CLASSES AVAILABLE  
AT JOFFREY TOWER AND 
SOUTH LOOP STUDIOS

Classes at the Grainger Academy are 
available for adults and children alike, 
offering world-class training for students 
of all ages, levels, and abilities.

ENROLL TODAY
JOFFREY.ORG/ACADEMY



WABASH & YOU MAJOR 
COMMISSIONING SPONSOR 

Courtney C. Shea 

LIVE MUSIC SPONSOR

Patricia A. Kenney and  
	 Gregory J. O’Leary 

PRESENTING ENGAGEMENT SPONSOR 

Conagra Brands Foundation

PROGRAM SPONSOR

Gary Metzner and  
	 Scott Johnson 
Penelope R. Steiner 

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

Ted A. Grady and Dr. Ross Slotten 

Merrillyn J. Kosier and James F. Kinoshita 

Phil Lumpkin and Bill Tedford 

Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva 

MATTERS OF THE HEART SPONSORS

Top: ©Rosalie O’Connor, Courtesy of Ballet Arizona. Headshots: Chanel DaSilva photo by Stephanie Diani. Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, photo by Joe Shults.

The Joffrey Ballet is pleased to announce our first standalone 
performance in the Harris Theater Presents series this November.  
Matters of the Heart, a program that draws on themes of love and 
resilience, features the world premiere of Chanel’s DaSilva’s Wabash & 
You set in Chicago with music by The Main Squeeze and the critically 
acclaimed Broken Wings inspired by the life of Frida Kahlo with 
choreography by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa and music by Peter Salem.

MATTERS OF THE HEART
A dynamic one-weekend engagement featuring two works  

by Chanel DaSilva and Annabelle Lopez Ochoa

NOVEMBER 6–9, 2025  |  HARRIS THEATER FOR MUSIC AND DANCE

JOFFREY AT THE HARRIS  |  TICKETS ON SALE  |  HARRISTHEATERCHICAGO.ORG  |  312.334.7777

Commissioning 
support for this 
program has been 
provided by the 
Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance.
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ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 

Ashley Wheater has dedicated his life to dance. He was born in Scotland and trained at 
The Royal Ballet School in England. He worked with Frederick Ashton, Kenneth MacMillan, 
and Michael Somes in numerous ballets at Covent Garden, including Swan Lake, Sleeping 
Beauty, Giselle, Manon, Anastacia, and The Dream. Wheater danced with Rudolf Nureyev 
in Nureyev and Friends at the London Coliseum.

On Nureyev’s advice, Wheater joined the London Festival Ballet and danced in his Romeo 
and Juliet and Sleeping Beauty. He danced in Glen Tetley’s Sphinx and Greening and in 
Festival Ballet’s large repertoire of classics and new creations. Under the artistic direction 
of John Field, he was promoted to Principal Dancer at the age of 20.

In 1982, he joined the Australian Ballet where he continued dancing principal roles in both 
classical and contemporary work, especially in the John Cranko full-length ballets.

In 1985, at the invitation of Gerald Arpino, Wheater joined The Joffrey Ballet. For the next 
four years, he performed various works by American choreographers including William 
Forsythe, Gerald Arpino, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, and Laura Dean, as well as repertoire  
by Ashton and Cranko.

Joining the San Francisco Ballet in 1989, he continued his creative career working under 
Helgi Tomasson, and with choreographers James Kudelka, David Bintley, and many more. 
In 1997, he retired from dancing and was appointed Ballet Master and, later, Assistant to 
the Artistic Director at the San Francisco Ballet.

Since his appointment in 2007 as artistic director of The Joffrey Ballet, his passion and 
commitment to the Joffrey have been evident in the quality that he has brought to the 
dancing and to the repertoire. He has invited world-renowned choreographers, as well  
as fresh young talent, to create new work for the company. Wheater has added new  
full-length works to the Joffrey’s repertoire, including Lar Lubovitch’s groundbreaking 
Othello, Ronald Hynd’s The Merry Widow, and Yuri Possokhov’s Don Quixote.

In 2008, Wheater was the recipient of the Boeing Game-Changer Award in recognition of 
his commitment to community engagement in Chicago and to the celebration of diversity 
through dance. He sits on the Advisory Board for Dance Magazine, serves as the Artistic 
Advisor for ChiArts, and is the Advisor to the Arts for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois.  
In 2010, Wheater, representing The Joffrey Ballet, was named Lincoln Academy Laureate, 
the highest honor presented by the State of Illinois, and in 2013 the Chicago Tribune 
named him “Chicagoan of the Year.” In 2015, Wheater received the University of Chicago 
Rosenberger Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the Creative and Performing Arts. 
In December 2019, he was appointed to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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GREG CAMERON 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Driven by his lifelong love for the arts, for his hometown, and for connecting with people 
from every background, Greg Cameron leads The Joffrey Ballet as President & CEO, 
responsible for organization-wide administration and strategy. Under Greg’s partnership 
with The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE, the Joffrey has set new 
records at the box office and built the strongest financial foundation in its history. 

His 2013 appointment was the culmination of three decades of work in arts administration 
and philanthropy. “I always loved art, but I wasn’t a great artist,” he says. “I could paint 
by numbers, or I could connect the dots. I realized early on I was a good dot connector. 
I could connect people to each other and help them get involved with the things they 
believe in.” 

As a child in suburban Chicago, Greg ran a makeshift theater out of his garage and 
sold more mints than anyone else for his local YMCA. And as an adult, he turned those 
passions into a career raising funds for the cultural organizations he loves. At the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs; the Art Institute of Chicago; the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, where he rose to the role of Deputy Director and Chief Development Officer;  
and WTTW/WFMT, where he served as COO, Greg dedicated himself to supporting  
art and artists and to creating meaningful experiences for others. 

“The Joffrey brings it all together for me,” he says. “It’s about collaboration,  
partnership with the community, honoring and supporting artists, and telling stories  
that truly move people.”

Today, Greg leads the Joffrey’s efforts to support unforgettable productions and new 
commissions, reach out to organizations and communities across Chicago, and open  
up world-class ballet for audiences from all backgrounds. Throughout the span of his  
40-year career as an arts administrator in Chicago, Greg has volunteered for a wide range 
of nonprofit organizations and civic committees. He currently serves on the Facing History 
and Ourselves Chicago Advisory Board and the State Street SSA Commission. Greg was 
recently honored by the Association of Fundraising Professionals Chicago Chapter with 
their Benjamin Franklin Award, in recognition of the significant achievements throughout 
his long career, serving as a role model for his profession.

BIOS
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SCOTT SPECK  
Music Director & Principal Conductor

With recent performances in London, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, New York, Chicago,  
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Washington, Scott Speck has inspired international 
acclaim as a conductor of passion, intelligence and winning personality.

Scott Speck is one of the most active conductors on Chicago’s cultural scene. In addition 
to his many Joffrey performances, he is Artistic Director of the Chicago Philharmonic, 
and he has become a frequent guest for the Chicago Symphony’s family concerts. He is 
currently the Illinois Council of Orchestras’ Conductor of the Year.

Speck’s concerts with the Moscow RTV Symphony Orchestra in Tchaikovsky Hall garnered 
unanimous praise. His gala performances with Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, 
Renée Fleming, Midori, Evelyn Glennie, and Olga Kern have highlighted his recent 
seasons as Music Director of the Mobile Symphony. He has collaborated with Carnegie 
Hall as Music Director of the West Michigan Symphony. He was invited to the White House 
as former Music Director of The Washington Ballet. 

In recent seasons, Speck has conducted at London’s Royal Opera House at Covent 
Garden, the Paris Opera, New York’s Lincoln Center, Washington’s Kennedy Center, 
Chicago’s Lyric Opera House, San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera House, and the  
Los Angeles Music Center. He has led numerous performances with the symphony 
orchestras of Baltimore, Houston, Chicago, Paris, Moscow, Shanghai, Beijing, Vancouver, 
Romania, and Slovakia, among many others.

Previously, he held positions as Conductor of the San Francisco Ballet; Music Advisor 
and Conductor of the Honolulu Symphony; and Associate Conductor of the Los Angeles 
Opera. During a tour of Asia, he was named Principal Guest Conductor of the China Film 
Philharmonic in Beijing.

Speck is the co-author of two of the world’s best-selling books on classical music for a 
popular audience, Classical Music for Dummies and Opera for Dummies. These books 
have received stellar reviews in the international press and have garnered enthusiastic 
endorsements from major American orchestras. They have been translated into twenty 
languages and are available around the world. His third book in the series, Ballet for 
Dummies, was released to great acclaim as well.

Speck has been a regular commentator on National Public Radio, the BBC,  
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, and Voice of Russia, broadcast throughout the 
world. His writing has been featured in numerous magazines and journals.

Born in Boston, Speck graduated summa cum laude from Yale University. There he 
founded and directed the Berkeley Chamber Orchestra, which continues to perform to 
this day. He was a Fulbright Scholar in Berlin, received his Master’s Degree with highest 
honors from the University of Southern California, served as a Conducting Fellow at the 
Aspen School of Music, and studied at the Tanglewood Music Center.

Scott Speck can be reached at scottspeck.org, and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  
@ScottSpeckMusic.

Photo of Scott by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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MING LUKE 
Guest Conductor

With the “energy, creativity and charisma not seen since Leonard Bernstein” and “vibrant,” 
“mind-blowing,” and “spectacular” conducting, Ming Luke is a versatile conductor that 
has excited audiences around the world. Highlights include conducting the Bolshoi 
Orchestra in Moscow, performances of Romeo and Juliet and Cinderella at the Kennedy 
Center, Swan Lake at the Teatro Real in Madrid, his English debut at Sadler’s Wells with 
Birmingham Royal, conducting Dvorak’s Requiem in Dvorak Hall in Prague, recording 
scores for a Coppola film, multiple Asian cultural programs with the San Francisco 
Symphony, and over a hundred and fifty performances at the San Francisco War Memorial 
with San Francisco Ballet. Luke has soloed as a pianist with Pittsburgh Symphony, 
Sacramento Philharmonic, and San Francisco Ballet, and he currently serves as Music 
Director for the Las Cruces Symphony, Merced Symphony, and Berkeley Community 
Chorus and Orchestra; Music Director and Principal Conductor of the Nashville Ballet, 
Education Conductor and Director for the Berkeley Symphony; and Principal Guest 
Conductor for the San Francisco Ballet. Long time critic Allan Ulrich of the San Francisco 
Chronicle said, “Ming Luke delivered the best live theater performance I’ve ever heard of 
[Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet]” and in 2016 Luke’s War Requiem was named best choral 
performance of 2016 in the San Francisco Bay Area.
 
Luke is proud to cultivate a dynamic career in both symphonic and theatrical conducting, 
and has conducted hundreds of opera and ballet performances worldwide. He has 
performed and collaborated with some of the world's leading singers, including Sylvia 
McNair, Christian Van Horn, Nicolas Phan, Kiera Duffy, Erie Mills, Kevin Short, and Monica 
Yunus, to name a few. Sylvia McNair remarked that “Ming is a very talented musician and 
conductor... when Ming was in charge of something, anything, I knew I had no worries.” 
His recent performances with members of the Metropolitan Opera orchestra at Classical 
Tahoe were broadcast on PBS. Passionate about collaboration with dance companies and 
deepening the impact of movement to live music, Luke has collaborated with many of the 
world's leading choreographers, including Mark Morris, Christopher Wheeldon, Justin 
Peck, Alexei Ratmansky, Cathy Marston, Benjamin Millepied, David Dawson, and more. 
Luke has guested with Boston Ballet, Houston Ballet, New York City Ballet Orchestra, 
Cincinnati Ballet, Nashville Symphony/Ballet, San Diego Ballet and others and conducted 
l’Orchestre Prométhée in Paris as part of San Francisco Ballet’s residency with Les Etés de 
la Danse. Famed dancer Natalia Makarova stated, “Ming has a mixture of pure musicality 
and a sensitivity to needs of the dancers, which are such rare qualities.”
 
Luke has been recognized nationally for his work with music education and has designed 
and conducted over 150 education concerts and programs with organizations such as the 
Berkeley Symphony, Houston Symphony, Sacramento Philharmonic, San Francisco Opera 
and others. Luke has served on grant panels for the National Endowment of the Arts and 
the Grants and Cultural Committee of the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission. 
An exciting pops conductor, Luke has created and conducted a variety of pops concerts 
in many venues, from baseball stadiums, to picnics in the park with over 4,000 people in 
attendance, traditional concert halls and recording for Major League Baseball.
 
Ming Luke holds a Master of Fine Arts in Conducting from Carnegie Mellon University 
and a Bachelor of Music in Music Education and Piano Pedagogy from Westminster Choir 
College of Rider University.

BIOS
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LIAM SCARLETT  
Choreographer

(1986–2021) English choreographer Liam Scarlett was The Royal Ballet’s Artist in 
Residence. His works for The Royal Ballet includes Despite, Vayamos al Diablo, 
Consolations and Liebestraum (nominated for a Critics’ Circle Award), Asphodel Meadows 
(nominated for a South Bank Award and an Olivier Award, and winner of a Critics’ 
Circle National Dance Award), Sweet Violets, ‘Diana and Actaeon’ in Metamorphosis: 
Titian 2012, Hansel and Gretel, Jubilee pas de deux (in celebration of HM The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee), The Age of Anxiety, Summertime, Frankenstein (a co-production with 
San Francisco Ballet) and Symphonic Dances. In the 2017/18 Season, he produced a new 
production of Swan Lake for The Royal Ballet. 

Scarlett was born in Ipswich and trained at the Linda Shipton School of Dancing before 
joining The Royal Ballet School, White Lodge. While at the School he won both the 
Kenneth MacMillan and Ursula Moreton Choreographic Awards and was the first recipient 
of the De Valois Trust Fund Choreographers’ Award. He graduated into The Royal Ballet in 
2005, promoted to First Artist in 2008. He retired as a dancer in 2012, that year becoming 
The Royal Ballet’s first Artist in Residence. 

Scarlett’s work for other companies includes No Man’s Land (English National Ballet), 
Gargoyles and Funérailles (New York City Ballet), With a Chance of Rain (American Ballet 
Theatre), Vespertine, The Firebird and Carmen (Norweign National Ballet), A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Royal New Zealand Ballet and Queensland Ballet),Viscera and Euphotic 
(Miami City Ballet), Hummingbird (San Francisco Ballet), Promenade Sentimentale 
(K-Ballet), Serpent (BalletBoyz: The Talent) and Hinterland and Indigo Children (Ballet 
Black). In 2016, he was appointed Artistic Associate at Queensland Ballet, created Fearful 
Symmetries (San Francisco Ballet), and made his first main stage full-length production 
for The Royal Ballet Frankenstein (a co-production with San Francisco Ballet). In 2018, 
Scarlett created the closing ceremony for the Commonwealth Games, The Queen of 
Spades (Royal Danish Ballet), a new Swan Lake for The Royal Ballet, and choreographed 
for Disney’s motion picture The Nutcracker and the Four Realms. In 2019, he created 
his first full-length work for Queensland Ballet, Dangerous Liaisons, as well as a one-act 
commission for San Francisco Ballet, Die Toteninsel.

BIOS
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GEORGES BIZET 
Composer

Georges Bizet is considered to be a great French opera composer. Both of his parents 
were professional musicians. Georges’ mother was a pianist. Georges’ father was a 
composer and a singing teacher and gave Georges his first music lessons at the age of 4. 

Georges’ talent for music was displayed early in his childhood. When Georges was 9, he 
entered the Paris Conservatory of Music. He studied harmony and composition and took 
lessons on the piano and the organ. He was considered a master of the piano at age 14, 
won a First Prize for piano, and was encouraged to write compositions for the piano.  
He wrote “Jeux d’enfants,” a suite for piano featuring four hands (two people playing the 
same piano), as well as 150 other compositions for the piano. He won several awards while 
at the conservatory: the Offenbach First Prize for comic opera and also the Grand Prix de 
Rome in 1857.

Georges went on to study in Italy, but returned to Paris to teach music. He composed 
music for a play by Daudet, called L’Arlesienne. This music is still popular today as a suite 
for orchestra. In 1875, he wrote Carmen, a four-act opera. The opera was based on a story 
by Merimee. Georges incorporated Spanish rhythms in his music specifically to set the 
stage for the story. Georges also composed a symphony, orchestral suites, other operas, 
and songs. His masterpiece, Carmen, is performed all over the world.

Photo by Benjamin Rivera Photography.
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MARTIN YATES  
Orchestration

Martin Yates made his Royal Opera House debut in 2004 conducting Agon. He has 
conducted there regularly since in repertoire to include Manon, Mayerling, L’invitation au 
Voyage, Swan Lake, Romeo and Juliet, The Seven Deadly Sins, Don Quixote and Carmen. 

For The Royal Ballet he created the new orchestration for Kenneth MacMillan’s classic 
Manon (2011), composed Will Tuckett’s Elizabeth (2016), as well as arranging and 
orchestrating Carlos Acosta’s new productions of Don Quixote (2013) and Carmen (2015). 

For Liam Scarlett he arranged and orchestrated Carmen (Norwegian National Ballet 2015), 
The Queen of Spades (Royal Danish Ballet 2018) and Dangerous Liaisons (Queensland 
Ballet 2019). He also arranged and orchestrated Gregory Dean’s Blixen (Royal Danish 
Ballet 2019), Will Tuckett’s The Tragedy of Macbeth (Japan National Ballet 2022) as well  
as orchestrating Kenneth MacMillan’s The Scandal at Mayerling (Scottish Ballet 2021), 
Hans Van Manen’s Four Schumann Pieces (Dutch National Ballet 2002) and Will Tuckett’s 
The Nutcracker (Japan National Ballet 2025).

Yates studied as a pianist, composer and conductor. He has conducted all the UK’s 
symphony orchestras, the important European orchestras as well as the major orchestras 
of Australia, Japan and China. He has made over one hundred recordings, mainly on  
the Dutton Epoch label, and is best known for his recordings of British and neglected 
French music. 

His important orchestrations and completions include Vaughan Williams Fat Knight,  
The Bluebird, Henry V Overture, Scott of the Antarctic (complete score) 49th Parallel 
(complete score), The Future, The Steersman, Elgar Pageant of Empire, Spanish Lady 
Suite, Richard Arnell Symphony no.7, John Ireland Sarnia, A Downland Suite, Cyril Scott 
Piano Concerto & Cello Concerto, the ballet Callirohe by Cecile Chaminade,  
Mendelssohn Piano Concerto in E, and most famously EJ Moeran’s Symphony no.2.

BIOS
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JON BAUSOR
Costume and Scenic Designer

Jon is a multi award winning international stage designer and creative director based in 
London.He designed the opening ceremony of the 2012 Paralympic Games in London and 
was nominated for an Emmy award in 2022 for Best Production Design on the Redbull film, 
Human Pinball. 

Jon trained as a singer and cellist at the Royal Academy of Music and Oxford University 
before retraining on the Motley Theatre Design Course graduating as a Linbury Prize 
finalist in 2000. Since then he has designed extensively in dance, opera and theatre for 
companies worldwide including the Royal Opera House, the Royal National Theatre, 
National Theatres of Scotland and Wales, Abbey Theatre, Dublin, Toho Stage, Japan, both 
Finnish and Norwegian National Ballets and for many Broadway and London/ West End 
stages. He is an associate artist of the Royal Shakespeare Company.

Theatre design includes: The stage adaptation of Miyazaki's legendary anime SPIRITED 
AWAY (TOHO/ Studio Ghibli, Japan/ London); the musical BAT OUT OF HELL (London/ 
Germany/ New York/ Toronto- nominated Best Design Whats on Stage awards); the 
first non replica version of WICKED (Stage Entertainment, Hamburg); Idris Elba's TREE 
(Manchester International Festival/ Young Vic); TRUE WEST (West End); KNIGHTS’ TALE 
(Imperial Theatre/TOHO, Tokyo); FATHERLAND (Underworld and Frantic Assembly for 
Manchester International Festival); THE BAND- the Take That musical (UK Tour); THE 
GRINNING MAN (Bristol Old Vic/Trafalgar Studios- WINNER Best Design UK Theatre 
awards); THE JAMES PLAYS (National Theatre/ National Theatre of Scotland/ World tour); 
KURSK (Sound and Fury/Young Vic- nominated Best Design Evening Standard awards); 
GHOST STORIES (West End/ Toronto/ Moscow); LORD OF THE FLIES (Regent’s Park 
Open Air Theatre- Evening Standard nomination for Best Design); MAMETZ (National 
Theatre of Wales- WINNER Best Design UK Theatre awards, WINNER Welsh Theatre 
awards); YOU FOR ME FOR YOU (Royal Court- nominated Best Design Evening Standard 
awards); I AM YUSUF (Shebbahurr, Palestine/ Young Vic, London).

As an associate artist of the RSC he has designed numerous productions including 
HAMLET, KING LEAR and the entire 2012 season.

Design for Dance includes: THE NUTCRACKER (also co director with Kaloyan Boiadjiev) 
and Liam Scarlett's FIREBIRD (Norwegian National Ballet); HANSEL AND GRETEL also 
by Liam Scarlett (Royal ballet); BEFORE THE TEMPEST; GHOSTS by Cathy Marston and 
Will Tuckett's PLEASURE'S PROGRESS (Royal Opera House); CLARA by Cathy Marston 
(Bern Ballet); SCRIBBLINGS by Doug Varone, THE CASTAWAYS by Barak Marsall, and 
HYDRAGYRUM by Patricia Okenawa (all for Rambert); WONDERLAND (Gallim, New York); 
IN MEDIA RES by Andrea Miller (Nederlands Dans Theater); SNOW WHITE IN BLACK by 
Arthur Pita (Phoenix Dance Theatre, Sadlers Wells) and Liam Scarlett's LEST WE FORGET 
(English National Ballet).

BIOS
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Opera includes: AINADAMAR (Scottish Opera, Welsh National Opera, Metropolitan 
Opera NYC); A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM, RIGOLETTO, LA BOHEME, THE GOLDEN 
DRAGON (Halle Oper); DIE WALKÜRIE (Bordeaux National Opera); CENDRILLON 
(Glyndebourne); THE KNOT GARDEN (Theatre an der Wien); AGRIPPINA (Grange Park 
Opera); THE LIGHTHOUSE (Teatro Poliziano, Montepulciano) and THE SOLDIER’S TALE 
(Old Vic, London/ Iraq).

Jon proudly serves on the committee for the Linbury Prize for Stage Design  
(linburyprize.org.uk), is a designer advocate sustainability for SiPA (sipa.org.uk) and a 
founder member of SceneChange (scene-change.com).

JAMES FARNCOMBE
Lighting Designer

British lighting designer James Farncombe designs lighting for opera, theater and ballet. 
Recent productions in 2023 include Phaedra at the National Theatre and Jenůfa at Palau 
Des Artes, Valencia.

Career Highlights
Previous opera credits include: Jenůfa, Lessons in Love and Violence (also Gran Teatredel 
Liceu, Dutch National Opera, Opéra de Lyon, Hamburg State Opera), Theodora (ROH); 
Luciadi Lammermoor (Metropolitan Opera, Los Angeles Opera); Le Vin Herbé (Berliner 
Staatsoper); Innocence (also Helsinki and ROH), Pelléas et Mélisande, Alcina (also Bolshoi 
Theatre of Russia); Tristan und Isolde, Ariadne auf Naxos, Trauernacht (Aix-en-Provence); 
La traviata (Opéra de Paris, Palais de Garnier, Wiener Staatsoper); Street Scene (Teatro 
Real, Madrid); Jenůfa (also Palau de les Arts, Valencia), Der Zwerg, (Dutch National Opera); 
Francesca da Rimini (Opéra National du Rhin); Miranda (Opéra Comique); The Barber of 
Seville (Glyndebourne); The Marriage of Figaro (Opera North); Pelléas et Mélisande  
(Den NorskeOpera); Der fliegende Holländer, Ariodante (Scottish Opera); Benjamin, 
dernière nuit (Opéra de Lyon).

Theatre includes: Phaedra, People, Places and Things, Edward II (RNT); John Gabriel 
Borkman (Bridge); Yerma (also Armory NYC, Schaubühne Berlin), Ibsen House 
(International Theatre Amsterdam); Three Sisters, The Cherry Orchard (Young Vic).

BIOS
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BIOS
KRISTEN MCGARRITY 
Stager

Born in Glasgow, Kristen trained at The Royal Ballet School (RBS) before graduating into 
Birmingham Royal Ballet where she danced most of the company’s Soloist and Corps de 
Ballet repertoire over eight seasons, whilst studying towards her BSc (Hons) Psychology 
degree. After a difficult injury, she returned to London where she gained her RBS  
Teaching Diploma (PDTC) whilst branching out into the music, film and musical theatre 
industries. She has toured the UK and Europe as a singer songwriter, backing vocalist  
and keyboardist and has vocal credits on Channel 4’s The Snowman and The Snowdog.  
Her film credits include An American in Paris: The Musical, Annihilation (Lena double), 
Disney’s The Nutcracker and the Four Realms (Dancer and Assistant Choreographer)  
and Red Nose Day Actually (Movement Director for Hugh Grant). As well as appearing in 
the ensemble, Kristen played the lead role of ‘Lise Dassin’ in the original West End cast, 
Asia tour and Paris productions of Christopher Wheeldon’s An American in Paris. She has 
also worked with Fallen Angels Dance Theatre; a charity established to support those in 
recovery from addiction through dance theatre. Kristen has worked with The Royal Ballet 
as a Principal Coach (Frankenstein), Assistant Choreographer (Swan Lake) and Teacher/
Repetiteur for RBS students involved in RB productions (The Nutcracker, Frankenstein, 
Raven Girl). Her staging and rehearsal directing experience includes Joffrey Ballet 
(Vespertine) and Bayerisches Staatsballett (With a Chance of Rain). She has guest taught 
at The Royal Ballet School, Elmhurst Ballet School, Urdang Academy, Yorkshire Ballet 
Seminars and on many vocational training Winter, Easter and Summer Schools. Kristen 
was the ladies’ teacher for the graduate year of English National Ballet School in 2020. 
After recently relocating back to Scotland, she has been guest teaching at Scottish Ballet 
and The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, as well as providing 1–1 virtual bespoke ballet, 
personal and career coaching to preprofessional and professional dance artists through 
her business Coaching with Kristen. She is currently studying towards an MSc in Applied 
Positive Psychology as well as her Mindfulness and Meditation teacher accreditation.  
She is an advocate for wellness and wellbeing in the dance industry and believes in a 
holistic approach towards movement and the artists’ experience both inside and outside 
the studio.
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BIOS
LAURA MORERA 
Stager

Spanish dancer Laura Morera is a retired Principal of The Royal Ballet. She trained at  
The Royal Ballet School and graduated into the Company in 1995, promoted to First Artist 
in 1998, Soloist in 1999, First Soloist in 2002 and Principal in 2007. Morera was born in 
Madrid and trained locally before joining The Royal Ballet School aged 11. Her repertory 
with the Company includes Lise (La Fille mal gardée), Anastasia and Anna Anderson, 
Cinderella, Lykanion (Daphnis and Chloë), Diana (Sylvia), Gypsy Girl (The Two Pigeons), 
Effie (La Sylphide), Irena (Winter Dreams), Tatiana (Onegin), Giselle, Kitri (Don Quixote), 
Sugar Plum Fairy (The Nutcracker), Swanhilda (Coppélia), Gamzatti (La Bayadère), Manon 
and Lescaut’s Mistress (Manon), Mary Vetsera, Mitzi Caspar and Marie Larisch (Mayerling), 
Pig-Wig and Jemima Puddle-Duck (Tales of Beatrix Potter), the Queen of Hearts (Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland), Paulina (The Winter’s Tale), Titania (The Dream), Masha (Winter 
Dreams), Jealous Sister (Las hermanas), Pianist (The Lesson), Wife (The Concert), Viscera and 
Acosta’s Carmen and roles in other works by Frederick Ashton, George Balanchine, Mikhail 
Fokine, William Forsythe, Kenneth MacMillan, Wayne McGregor, Jerome Robbins, Liam 
Scarlett, Christopher Wheeldon, Ashley Page, Twyla Tharp and Will Tuckett, among others. 
Her awards include Outstanding Female Performance (Classical) in the 2015 Critics’ Circle 
National Dance Awards for her performances as Lise with The Royal Ballet. Morera’s many 
role creations include in Kim Brandstrup’s Rushes — Fragments of a Lost Story and ‘See, 
even Night herself is here’ pas de deux, McGregor’s Qualia, Scarlett’s Of Mozart, Asphodel 
Meadows, Sweet Violets, Hansel and Gretel, The Age of Anxiety, Frankenstein  
and Wheeldon’s Like Water for Chocolate (Mama Elena) and Tryst.
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BIOS
LAUREN STRONGIN
Stager

Lauren Strongin (she/her) was born in Los Gatos, California, and grew up in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. At 11, she was offered a full scholarship to attend The Kirov Academy of Ballet in 
Washington, DC. In 1999, she was awarded a full scholarship to the John Cranko-Schule 
in Stuttgart, Germany. She was a finalist at the Prix de Lausanne International Ballet 
Competition in Switzerland and IBC at Jackson, Mississippi. 

Lauren joined Sarasota Ballet and quickly was promoted to Principal dancer. She then 
danced for Houston Ballet and finally, as a soloist for San Francisco Ballet. Her classical 
repertoire includes principal roles in Swan Lake, Don Quixote, Les Sylphides, Paquita, 
Giselle, Balanchine’s Coppélia, The Nutcracker, Le Corsair, Scarlett’s Frankenstein, and 
Cranko’s Onegin among others. She danced principal roles by Ashton, MacMillan, 
Balanchine, Robbins, Van Manen, Bourne, Tudor, Cranko, Kylián, Scarlett, Morris, Tharp, 
Possokhov, Wheeldon, Tomasson, Ratmansky, and Forsythe. She created roles in ballets  
by Scarlett, Morris, Elo, Barton, Peck, and others. 

Lauren retired from a professional ballet career in 2019. She is a certified instructor for 
the Dance for Parkinson’s program, has interned with the SF Ballet in their wellness 
department, focusing on mental healthcare accessibility for dancers. Lauren has designed 
costumes for SFDanceworks and other companies and has managed social media 
and marketing. Currently, she is a stager and trustee for the Liam Scarlett Trust and is 
completing her degree in medical anthropology at Stanford University.

She is most proud to be a new mother to her daughter Cy with her husband Joseph 
Walsh. They live in San Francisco with their bulldog, Orson.
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The Joffrey Ballet  |  29Artist of The Norwegian National Opera & Ballet in Carmen. Photo by Erik Berg.

At the Joffrey, we consider every donor a part of the family.  
From Friends of the Joffrey to the Joffrey Circle, every contribution makes 
a difference. Support our community of artists and students of all ages 
and abilities through the transformative power of dance. 

BECOME A DONOR TODAY
JOFFREY.ORG/DONATE 

JOIN THE 
MOVEMENT
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OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Alyssa Hartley 
Jennifer Janowski 
Jillian Marik
Madelyn Negaard 
April Venzon  
Kaitlyn Worth

OFFICIAL HEALTH CLUB

OFFICIAL PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND ORTHOPEDIC PROVIDER 
 
 

Dr. Natasha Ahmed 
Dr. Leda Ghannad
Dr. Michael Hanak
Dr. Simon Lee

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Allied Live 
Chirp Design, Inc. 
The Silverman Group

CARTAGE
M&M Motor Service

LIGHTING 
Theatrical Lighting Connection

ATMOSPHERE 
American Gases Corporation

SOUND
TC Furlong 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Cheryl Mann Photography 
KT Miller Photography 
Todd Rosenberg Photography

VIDEOGRAPHY 

Big Foot Media

PROUD MEMBER

PREFERRED PARTNERS  |  2025–2026



S
AV

E
 T

H
E

 D
A
T

E

FORMAL INVITATION TO FOLLOW

JoffreyNext Co-Chairs 
JOHANNA FERGUSON & ANNE FORMAN

Women’s Board President 
FARISSA KNOX

JoffreyNext Host Committee 
CAROLYN A. BLESSING, ELLEN DISTELHEIM, ALEXIS GROSS,  

SANDI HARTSTEIN, MEGAN HOFFMANN,  
MARSHA KAMEN, RACHEL MARTELL, STEPHANIE NELSON,  

& CHERYL TAMA OBLANDER  

For more information, please contact events@joffrey.org.

LUNCHEON
HOSTED BY THE JOFFREY WOMEN’S BOARD

JOFFREYNEXT

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025
11:30 AM   |   THE PENINSULA CHICAGO
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Official Provider of 
Physical Therapy

PRECISION. POWER. 

Behind every curtain call is strength, resilience, and discipline. 
At Athletico, we understand the physical demands of the 
performing arts—because we treat performers every day. 
Whether you’re a dancer, instructor or just someone who feels 
every grand jeté in your soul, we’re here to help you keep 
moving with purpose.

Visit athletico.com to schedule your free assessment

P A S S I O N . 
Move like you mean it.

877-ATHLETICO (284-5384)

*Per federal guidelines, beneficiaries of plans such as Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare, VHA and other federally funded plans are not eligible for free assessments.
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OFFICERS

James D. McDonough
Board Chair

Lorna Ferguson 
Vice Chair

Courtney C. Shea
Treasurer

Ronald J. Allen
Secretary

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

Greg Cameron
President and CEO

Shari Massey
Assistant Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Ted Acosta
Mary Rose Alexander
Patty Perkins Andringa
Annie Atzeff
Mary Jo Basler
Ofelia Casillas
Marc DeMoss
Roger Deromedi
Pamella Roland DeVos
Adam DeWitt
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel
Patti S. Eylar
Shelley MacArthur Farley
Brendan Fernandes
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Juliana Ford
Patrick M. Gallagher Jr.
Jill Garling
Dana Hokin Garvey
Mark Giragosian
Linda Chaplik Harris
Sandi Hartstein	
Jerrilyn M. Hoffmann
Richard S. Holson III
Lashana Jackson
Greg Jenkins
Jason Kalajainen
Anne L. Kaplan
Jim Kirk
Farissa Knox
Guy Lakonishok 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Marcie Lape (Raia)
Donna M. LaPietra
Michael Larsen
Barry Litwin
Nichelle Hughley Mayberry
Coco Meers
Jess Merten
D.L. Morriss
Susan B. Noyes
Susan G. Oleari

Gena Palmieri ‡

Diane Patience
Barbara E. Reed
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Elva Rubio
Bruce Sagan
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Liz Sharp
Ildefonso Alvim de Abreu e Silva
Chuck Smith
Rita Spitz
MarrGwen Townsend
Joel V. Williamson
Sarah Wills

LIFE DIRECTORS

Grace Barry †

Fred Eychaner
Sonia Florian †	
Mrs. Robert W. Galvin
Patricia H. Gerber †

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
Maureen Dwyer Smith †

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III
Joseph H. Wender
Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

PAST CHAIRPERSONS

William M. Daley
Fred Eychaner
Gary E. Holdren
Anne L. Kaplan
Dr. David A. Kipper †

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
C. Steven McMillan
Bruce Sagan
Maureen Dwyer Smith †

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III

† Deceased
‡ Golub Capital Board Fellow 

As of September 1, 2025

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Farissa Knox
President

Cheryl Tama Oblander
1st Vice President 

Kyoko Crawford
Jessica Jecmen 
2nd Vice Presidents

Chrissie Walker
Secretary 

Paula Borg 
Treasurer 

Ms. Carolyn A. Blessing
Karen Peters
Members-at-Large 

Elisabeth Adams 
Julie O'Donnell Allen 
Anna Assenmacher 
Annie Atzeff
Jackie Avitia-Guzman
Melissa M. Babcock*
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Sally K. Bauer
Halie Lyn Braden
Jaya Canaan
Rachel M. Cannon
Jenelle Chalmers
Lauren Chazen
Jillian Cole
Lissette Cortes Lade
April Daly
Nicole Marie Davis
Merritt DeWitt
Ellen Distelheim 
Beth Engel 
Patti S. Eylar
Johanna Ferguson 
Bethany Florek
Anne Forman
Ellie Forman
Dana Hokin Garvey
Darcy Goldfarb, MD 
Alexis Perez Gross
Heather Gustafson

Elisa D. Harris 
Stacie R. Hartman
Sandi Hartstein
Kathryn Hennessey
Leigh Ann Herman
Dominika Malinowska 
Hertsberg

Arica Hilton
Jerrilyn M. Hoffmann 
Megan N. Hoffmann
Sherry Lea Holson
Qi Holtzman 
Lauren Huefner
Mary Blaney Humenansky
Joanna Hwu
Amy Joffe
Marsha Kamen
Anne L. Kaplan 
Lauren Keane
Kathleen Klaeser 
Laura Kofoid 
Kathleen Krehbiel*
Melinda Jackovich Lagrange 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD 
Kathryn Lattner
Wende Fox Lawson 
Anne Lazar* 
Dania Leemputte 
Kathryn Meneely Leister 
Joan Malliband 
Sandy Mandel
Elizabeth Marcus, MD
Rachel Martell
Heather Martin
Corinne Martindale
Edyta Mazza
Bridgette René McCullough
Helen Hall Melchior* 
Irene Michaels
Rosemary Milew
Jennifer Minkow
Danijela Neckrysh
Stephanie Nelson
Linda Curtis O'Bannon, MD
Susan G. Oleari 
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD 
Molly Piech 
Cynthia Berryman Pinsky 

Elizabeth Bowers Pinsky 
D. Elizabeth Price 
Christine Rahill* 
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt 
Ellen R. Rissman
Emily Rubenstein 
Elva Rubio
Amber Samuelson
Dr. Susan Scanlon
Carrie Scharbo
Margaret Scheyer
Molly Lange Schirf 
Sarah Schrup 
Liz Sharp 
Courtney Shea 
Veronica Siegel
Alyssa Skekloff
Marilyn Slattery 
Maria Smithburg 
Rita Spitz
Olga Stambler
Lisbeth Stiffel 
Rebecca Stone
Stacy Straub 
Nancy Sussman
Robin Swartzman
Lauren D.W. Tatar 
Marina D.W. Tatar
Jaclyn Tholl
Melissa Trandel 
Jennifer Tscherney 
Shala Wagh
Bonalynn Wallach
Genevieve Custer Weeks
Magnes Welsh 
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana Weiss Widman 
Laurie Wood 
Julie Zuckerman
 
SUPPORTING AND  
NON-RESIDENT 

Dora J. Aalbregtse 
Melissa Anton 
Dr. Emily L. Arch 
Mary Jo Basler
Sophie Bross
Marisa Bryce 

Joan Colmar
Pamella Roland DeVos 
Deborah Gordon Engle
Jennifer Rubin Fabian 
Shelley MacArthur Farley
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Sue-Gray Goller 
Stephanie M. Grinage 
Marjorie E. Habermann
Diana E. Harris
Julie Harron
Martha Higgins
Courtney A. Hoffmann
Sharon King Hoge 
Marci Holzer 
Candace Collins Jordan
Beena Joseph
Elizabeth Ann Kasten
Donna M. LaPietra 
Leslie Logsdon 
Astrid A. McKinnon
Julianne Migely
Anne Simon Moffat 
Shauna Montgomery 
Shawna Owen
Cynthia Pacholick
Victoria Poindexter
Camille Kearns Rudy
Kathleen Sarpy
Anne Shea
Amelia Silva
Carol J. Stone 
Kathleen A. Swien
Yolanda Tyler 
Noren Ungaretti
Victoria Verity 
Carol A. Walter 
Ann Waters 
Pam Phillips Weston
Joyce M. Wippman
Marcie L. Wright
Leslie Zentner

*Indicates Honorary Member  
List current as of July 2025

WOMEN’S BOARD OF THE JOFFREY BALLET
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GENERATION J

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Sarah Shu (Co-Chair)

Peter Wasik (Co-Chair)

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan

Jacqueline Stewart 

Abigail Wasserman

GEN J MONTHLY GIVERS

As of August 27, 2025 

Dominic Cador

Ryan Carpenter

Katherine Dold

Kelly Finzer

Yessica Herrera

Lauren Huefner

Tiffany Okoye

Ross Pearlman

Wesley Sinclair Pytlowany

Baili Roy

Kate Shepherd 

Mr. Peter M. Wasik

Abigail and Adam Wasserman

Kristen and Fabian Fondriest

GENERATION J  |  2025–2026



The Joffrey Ballet  |  36

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of 
those who made contributions in the 
amount of $300 or more between  
June 1, 2024 through August 14, 2025. 
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one of 
our loyal donors. 

$100,000–$499,999
The Allstate Insurance Company
Athletico Physical Therapy
Chicago Athletic Clubs
Gallagher  

Leveraged by Jennifer and  
Patrick M. Gallagher

Guarantee Trust Life Insurance Company 
Leveraged by Sherry Lea and  
Richard Holson III

ITW 
Leveraged by Christine Gallagher, 
Glenn Ihrig, Michael Larsen, and 
Pamela Strobel

Jewell Events Catering  
Leveraged by Greg Jenkins

Latham & Watkins LLP 
Leveraged by Mary Rose Alexander

Make it Better Foundation  
Leveraged by Nicholas and Susan 
Blankenbaker Noyes, in memory of 
Clara Rideout Noyes

Sidley Austin, LLP  
Leveraged by Prof. and  
Mrs. Ronald J. and Julie O. Allen

$50,000–$99,999
Abbott  

Leveraged by Juliana and Robert Ford
Conagra Brands Foundation 

Leveraged by Robert Rizzo
Crain's Chicago Business  

Leveraged by Jim Kirk
Northern Trust  

Leveraged by Luann and David Blowers 
and Mr. and Mrs. Jason J. Tyler

$25,000–$49,999
Assured Guaranty  

Leveraged by Courtney C. Shea
J&L Catering  

Leveraged by Ted Grady and  
Ross Slotten

Lugano Diamonds
Max Mara
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & 

Stewart, P.C. 
Leveraged by Abbey Wallach

Robert's Pizza and Dough Company 
Leveraged by Dana Hokin Garvey and 
Robert Garvey

$10,000–$24,999
Big Foot Media
Capital Group Companies  

Leveraged by Zachary Lazar
Fifth Third Bank  

Leveraged by Chip Flannagan
HMR Designs
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd.
Mayer Brown LLP
Peoples Gas Community Fund
PNC  

Leveraged by Nichelle Mayberry
R1 RCM  

Leveraged by Lashana Jackson and 
Faheem Majeed

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &  
Flom LLP  
Leveraged by Jennifer Zobair and 
Chuck Smith and Andrew and  
Marcella Raia

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP  
Leveraged by Jim Kirk

Winston & Strawn, LLP

$5,000–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase
Museum of Contemporary Art
Space 519
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP  

Leveraged by Jillian Cole

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous

CNA Financial Corporation  
Leveraged by James G. Condon

Google 
Leveraged by Jo Ferguson and  
Erin and Stephen Court

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP  
Leveraged by Daniel L. Morriss

Plante Moran
Raytheon Technologies 

Leveraged by Andrew Pickens
William Blair 

Leveraged by Corinne Martindale and 
Rita Spitz

Young Presidents' Organization

$1,500–$2,499
CME Group 

Leveraged by Jenelle and  
Stephen Chalmers

Coca-Cola Refreshments 
Leveraged by Wesley Sinclair Pytlowany

Morningstar, Inc.  
Leveraged by Marc DeMoss

Auditorium Theatre of  
Roosevelt University

Chicago Park District
The Lebermuth Company, Inc. 

Leveraged by James D. McDonough

$750–$999
Abbvie 

Leveraged by Anonymous
Munich Re America Services, Inc 

Leveraged by Alan Ronson
American Family Insurance Co. 

Leveraged by John Nordgren
The Arts Club Of Chicago
Discover Financial Services 

Leveraged by Jennifer Fabian
LinkedIn 

Leveraged by Kelly Finzer
Archer Daniels Midland Company 

Leveraged by Agnieszka Klus
Goldman Sachs & Company 

Leveraged by Joseph Stinton

CORPORATE DONOR LISTING

† Deceased
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The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for the  
in-kind support provided by: 

Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Marc DeMoss
Anne L. Kaplan
Penelope Steiner

Additional thanks to Mary Jo and Doug Basler for providing 
special accommodations for Guest Artists

$100,000–$499,999

 
Leveraged by Jim Kirk

$50,000–$99,999

 
Leveraged by Ted Grady and Ross Slotten

Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd.

 
Leveraged by Abbey Wallach

$10,000–$24,999
Big Foot Media
HMR Designs

$5,000–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc.

IN-KIND SUPPORT

† Deceased
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of 
those who made contributions in the 
amount of $300 or more between  
June 1, 2024 through August 14, 2025. 
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one of 
our loyal donors. 

$1,000,000+
The Grainger Foundation
Margot and Josef Lakonishok
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Searle Consultants Account at  

The Chicago Community Trust

$500,000–$999,999
Anne L. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

$100,000–$499,999 
Anonymous
Abbott Fund
Alphawood Foundation Chicago
Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Bluhm Family Foundation
The Brinson Foundation
Chicago Free For All Fund at  

The Chicago Community Trust
Sandy and Roger Deromedi
Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark
Sonja† and Conrad Fischer
The Florian Fund
The Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust
Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity
The Charlie Kaplan, Michael Kaplan,  

and Beth Karmin Families
Jane Ellen Murray Foundation
Negaunee Foundation
Alexandra C. Nichols
Pritzker Foundation

Sage Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family 

Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Audrey Weaver
Wilson Garling Foundation
The Women’s Board of The Joffrey Ballet
Zell Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999 
Annie and Kristopher Atzeff
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 

and Special Events
The Crown Family
Ann M. Drake
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ethel and William† Gofen
Kenneth Griffin
Holly Palmer Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
Lindy and Mike Keiser
Kiphart Family Foundation
Kovler Family Foundation
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky
The John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience
Polk Bros Foundation
Carol Prins and John Hart
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Shirley and Patrick Ryan
Cari and Michael J. Sacks
Courtney C. Shea
Rita Spitz and David Blears
Jeanette Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III

$25,000–$49,999 
Anonymous (3)
Edward B. Beam, Jr. in Loving Memory 

of John Palatinus and Jack Alexander
Roderick Branch
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper

Rebecca Coke and Chris Beukenkamp
Patricia O'Neill Cox
Martin John Gorbien, MD
Harris Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Hoffmann
The Joyce Foundation
Nancy Koltun
Julie and Guy Lakonishok
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
Abby McCormick O'Neil and  

D. Carroll Joynes
D. Elizabeth Price
Bruce Sagan and Bette Cerf Hill
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Bill and Orli Staley
Marjorie Staples
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Liz Stiffel
Krystyna Kiel and Alexander Templeton
The Trachtenberg Family  

Charitable Fund
Dia S. Weil
Richard and Diane Weinberg
Hilary Weinstein
Pamela Phillips Weston and  

Roger L. Weston
Judy Wise
Richard Yulman and Kandy Kramer

$10,000–$24,999 
Anonymous (2)
Janet and Steven Anixter
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul
Liz Boshardy Memorial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Dean L. Buntrock
Suzanne Cameron and  

Stephen Cameron
Elliott Crigger
Pamela Crutchfield
Melissa de Abreu e Silva and  

Ildefonso Silva
Marc DeMoss
Mike DelBene
Jon and Eleanor DeMoss
Mr. and Mrs. Adam DeWitt
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Lois and Stephen Eisen

INDIVIDUAL AND FOUNDATION DONOR LISTING

† Deceased
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† Deceased

Ambassador Rahm Emanuel and  
Amy Rule

Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. William Farley
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Marilyn and Larry Fields
Virginia and Peter Foreman
Jo Lynn Haley and Timothy French
Philip Friedmann
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Mary L. Gray
Dedrea and Paul Gray
Karen Gray-Krehbiel and  

John Krehbiel, Jr.
Sandra and Jack Guthman
Joan M. Hall
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. Harris
The Irving Harris Foundation
Sandi and Barry Hartstein
Janet W. Helman
Sherry Lea and Richard Holson III
Holly Hunt
Lashana Jackson and Faheem Majeed
Jessica Jecmen
Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett
Stephanie Kruse
Margaret and Eugene Kuhajek
Michael and Jennifer Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary D. Lazar, Jr.
Lefkofsky Family Foundation
Alison Cisek and Paul Legac
Jay Byron Leibovitz in loving memory of 

Eric B. Eatherly
Ms. Linda Levey
Rachel & Aaron Martell
Jodi Block and Barry Malkin
James D. McDonough
Coco B. Meers and Ethan Meers
Jess and Amanda Merten
Dr. Elaine Moor
Kate Morrison
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander
Michael Payette and George Mariner
The Pucker Family
Barbara E. Reed
Stephen Reiss and Rena Hozore Reiss
Jerome Robbins Foundation and Trust
Tricia and Mark Rothschild
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein

Joan and Paul Rubschlager
Susan Ruder
Sara and Axel Schupf
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Amelia and Alejandro Silva Household
Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith
Peter and Deborah Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Smith, Jr.
Maria and William D. Smithburg
Robin Steans
Edwin and Richard Stebbins
Lisa and Daniel Stein
Pamela and Russ Strobel
Peggy Swartchild
Nathan Tannenbaum Foundation Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jason J. Tyler
U.S. Bank Foundation
Magnes Welsh
Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson
Mr. Miles D. White
Diane and Micheal Ziering

$5,000–$9,999 
Anonymous
Dora and R. John Aalbregtse
Prof. and Mrs. Ronald J. and  

Julie O. Allen
Michael Amiet and Emily Strobel Amiet
Marilyn Archer and Jack Eby
Anna Assenmacher
Susan and Stephen Baird
Shaun and Andrew Block
Luann and David Blowers
Halie Braden
Klaff Family Foundation
Rachel M. Cannon
Mrs. Joyce Chelberg
Jeff Kerr and Jim Condon
Kyoko and James Crawford
Amina Dickerson and Julian Roberts
Elizabeth Entinghe
Jo Ferguson and Nick Grossi
Lawrence Fitzgerald
Bethany Florek
Nancy Follis
Kristen Fondriest
Anne and Randy Forman
Arthur L. Frank
Jana French and Peter Gotsch
Madeleine Grynsztejn and Tom Shapiro
Fay Hartog-Levin

The Heestand Foundation
Elizabeth Higashi
Mary Humenansky
Joanna Hwu
Glenn And Kathy Ihrig
Marsha Kamen
Jean Kaplan
Christine and Richard Karger
Wendy and T. Eric Kilcollin
Rosemary King
Laura Kofoid and David Ricci
Susan and Thomas Koltun
Janet and Thomas Leopold
Michael Leppen
Mia and Paul Levy
Susan and Stuart Lucas
Luminarts Cultural Foundation and 

Cherilyn G. Murer
Jessica and Torjus Lundevall Fund of 

the Mayer and Morris Kaplan Family 
Foundation

Jessie and Douglas MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Sean & Heather Martin
Cori Martindale
Mazza Foundation
Janet Melk
Richard & Martha Melman Foundation
Mrs. Jennifer Minkow
Miriam U. and H. Earl Hoover 

Foundation
Drs. Marsha and Robert Mrtek
Lee and Sharon Oberlander
Susan G. Oleari
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD and  

Christopher Novak
Karen Peters and Charles Frank
Andrew Pickens
Ms. Cynthia Hills Pittmon
Carol Glass Pollock
Bonnie Price
Marcie Lape and Andy Raia
Elizabeth Shaver
Carey Shea Roberts
Emily Rubenstein and Angel Rivera
Elizabeth Sharp
Sarah Schrup
Sarah Shu
Caryn and Gerold Skurnick
Bridget Thomas and Gerry Barad
Virginia Tobiason
Sarah Torri and Paul Swinand
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Melissa and David Trandel
Cynthia Van Osdol and John B. Sandwick
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Albert Weiss

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. William Adams IV
Margery Al-Chalabi
Celia Althage
Dara Altshuler
Patty Perkins Andringa
Melissa Lane Anton
Jaqueline Avitia-Guzman
Maggie Baczkowski
Barbara And Jonathan Moss Family 

Foundation
Sally and Bruce Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III
Meta S. and Ronald Berger Family 

Foundation
Ms. Carolyn A. Blessing
D. Jeffrey and Joan H. Blumenthal
Paula Borg & Tom Stemwedel
Ms. Evelyn Bosenberg
John Brazzale
Sean Breedlove
Anthony Bruck
Katharine Burns and Nicholas Burjek
Marion Cameron-Gray and Douglas Gray
Shawn Donnelley
Deborah and Cody Engle
Kristin and Louis Ennuso
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Kim Folta
Ronald Foreman
Ellie Forman
Judith Freeman
Suzanne Gerhold
Mark Giragosian
Mary and Lionel Go
Bruce A. Gober, M.D.
Darcy Goldfarb, MD
Sue-Gray Goller
Michelle and Larry J. Goodman, MD
Jennifer Gray
Anthony† and Susan Grosch
Alexis Gross
Laura Hanley
Elisa D Harris
Stacie R Hartman

Kathleen and Mark Hechinger
Kathryn and Patrick Hennessey
Leigh Ann Herman
Dr. Dominika Hertsberg
Sarai Hoffman and Stephen Pratt
Megan Hoffmann
Julie Holland
Jon Holman
Marci and Ronald Holzer
Lauren Huefner
Leah Israel
Amy Joffe
Sherry and Barry Kaplan
Nancy and Frank Karger
Roberta Johnson Killeen and  

Timothy Killeen
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
Dr. Lissette Cortes Lade
Melinda and Lucien Lagrange
Katherine Lau
Dania and Patrick Leemputte
Jacqueline Lentz
Anne and Alan Lerner
Felicia and Ronald Levin
John Lewis
Susan Lichtenstein and John Rokacz
Susan and Michael Loiacano
Hilary Loretta
Wayne Luce
Joan Malliband
Sandra Mandel and Alan Pollak
Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove
Shari and Bill Massey
Nichelle and Willie Mayberry
Edyta Mazza
Helen Hall Melchior
John R. Menninger
Sally Metzler and George Dunea
Irene Michaels and Arny Granat
Ms. Karen K. Migaldi and  

Mr. Scott F. Migaldi
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch
Prof. Keith and Anne Moffat
Daniel L. (DL) Morriss
Kathy and James Norr
Linda Curtis O’Bannon MD
Mary Jane O'Connor
Matt Olaveson
Marjory Oliker
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

Gabrielle Ortiz

Cindy Pan and Eric Easterberg
Anne Christine Pelczar
Lorna and Ellard Pfaelzer
Rheva Phillips
Joe and Molly Piech
Victoria Poindexter and  

Joseph P. Gaynor III
Mary Jo Potts and Jim Selsor
Wesley Pytlowany
Lou Raizin
Constance Rajala
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt and  

Thomas Rehwaldt
Barbara Atkins Ruhman
Judith and Michael Sawyier
Susan Scanlon, MD
Carrie and Mark Scharbo
Margaret Scheyer
Heidi Schultz
Mrs. Illeane Schwartz
Lois Scott and David May
Veronica Siegel
Craig Sirles
Marilyn and Joe Slattery
Dr. Paul and Shirley Stanley
Stacy Straub
Nancy and Ira Sussman
Lindsay and Anthony Tako
Lauren D.W. Tatar and Scott Borstein
Jaclyn Tholl Tolinski and Ross Tolinski
Adrienne and Edward Traisman
Dana Shepard Treister and  

Dr. Michael Roy Treister
Lynda Van Duerm
David J. Varnerin
Cari and Robert Vieregg
Vintage Ballerina Room
Erica Volk
Albert Walavich
Annie Wallis and Tom Whitehead
Leslie and Stephen Warner
Genevieve Weeks
Olga Weiss and Dr. George Honig
Susan L. Welsh
Diana and Stuart Widman
Amy and Chad Williams
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
William Ziemann
Julie and Daniel Zuckerman
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$1,500–$2,499
Anonymous
Greg Albiero and Mark Zampardo
Evelyn Alter
Kenneth Belcher
Catharine Bell
Leigh and Henry Bienen
Heiji Choy Black and Brian Black
Anne and Michael Brody
Melanie Brown
Dr. J Kamala Buckner
Jaya Canaan
Nick Cave and Robert Faust
Jenelle and Steve Chalmers
Rowland Chang
Jane Colman
Mary and James Connelly
Erin Court
Carol and Bob Cudd
Janet and R. Cummings
Terri and Alfred D'Ancona
Catherine Danz and Robert Schildgen
Courtney DeBaun
Toni Diprizio
Susan Duman
Marilyn and Allen Eager
Andrew Fay
Mimi and Bud Frankel
Aura de la Fuente
David Germaine
Nancy Giampietro
Patricia and Michael Gillian
Ingrid Gould
Beverly Grossman
Diana E. Harris
Julie Hoffmann
George Jones
Lauren Keane
Gloria and Dan Kearney
Andrew Kitick
Ms. Donna M. LaPietra and  

Mr. William Kurtis
Travis Larson
Wende and Jim Lawson
Lucy and Ken Lehman
Lew Leibowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Litwin
Steven Mayer and Carole Schecter
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Julianne Migely
Judie Moore Green

Sarah Moore and David Moore
Amy Morton
David Moscow
Barbara and David Moser
Stephanie Murray
Danijela and Sergey Neckrysh
Ken Norgan†

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Pacholick
Robert Parris and Bradley Renner
Mandy Pasquale
Donna Marie Pawl-Smith
Sheryl and Daniel Perlman
Philip Pierce
Ibby and Milton Pinsky
Elizabeth Pinsky
Terri and Michael Reyes
Arnold Rissman
Ellen Rissman
Alan Ronson
Jennifer and Shawn Fabian
Sahara Enterprises
Molly and Brian Schirf
Sara and Steven Schumann
Terry Schwartz
Rachel Seltzer
Hiren Shah
Brian Smith and Geyer Morford
Salme Steinberg
Patricia Sternberg
Lonnie Stewart
Carol Stone
Dr. Mark Majkowski and  

Ms. Kathleen Swien
Deborah Taggart
Michael Trawczynski
Kay and Craig Tuber
Steven Tumen
Daniel Voelker
Rosemarie Waleska
Edward Weil
Roy Wesley
Tom and Elizabeth Wippman
Scott Yonover

$1,000–$1,499
Anonymous
Ted Acosta and Marc Cibrario
Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider
Mollie Alexander
Kristine Anderson and Tom Coonan
Margaret Bates

Susan and Donald Belgrad
Barbara and Gustavo Bermudez
Dwayne Brice
Karen Brosius
Sophia Bross
Ally and Suzette Bulley
Susan Burman
Bonnie Bush and John Peart
Maureen and Scott Byron
Daria Caravette
Julius Carter
Sally and John Carton
Ofelia Casillas
Kristine Cherek
Keith Clayton
Tim Coleman
Catherine Cooper and  

Marshall Greenwald
Mrs. Erin C. Court and  

Mr. Stephen Court
Emma Crossman
Harris Associates
Charlotte and Lawrence Damron
Stephen Degenhardt
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Carolyn Demaret
M. J. Demetras
Wendy Eager
Facility Foundation
Kelly Finzer
Geoffrey Allen Flick
Adrian Fulea
Greg and Christine Gallagher
Katie Gleason
Linda Conviser Glick
Colette and Gerald Gordon
Amy and Bob Greenebaum
Julie Harron
Ross and Andrea Heim
Hannah Higgins and Joseph Reinstein
Arica Hilton
Courtney and Sebastian Hoffmann
Rose Houston
Mary Ittelson
Elaine and Steven Jaharis
Eric Janssen
Dr. Maryl R. Johnson
Curt Kaplan
Myrna W. Kaplan
Drs. Kristi L. Kirschner and  

Raymond H. Curry
Kyle and Kate Lattner



The Joffrey Ballet  |  42

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

William Leakakos
Gloria Lehr
Elsie and Henry Loeb
Kerry McCartan
Scott McCausland
Chloe Mendel Corgan
Julie Miles
Lydia Mitchell
Robert and Lois Moeller
Mr. and Mrs. C. Barry Montgomery
Steven Morris
Ann and Tom Nash
Maurine Neiberg and Robert Sloan
Stephanie Nelson
Jamin and Phoebe Nixon
Cynthia Noble
Therese Obringer
Janet Oppenheimer
Mr. Jonathan F. Orser
Victoria Parrott
Ross Pearlman
Joseph Phillips
Rhoda Pierce
Brooke Reotutar
Laura Ferrell and Grant Riedesel
Rebecca Riley
Trisha Rooney
Alex and Anne Ross
Alan Rottman
Joseph Rubinelli
Sergey Savin
Cheryl and John Seder
Karen Segal and Christopher Segal
Marcey and Kenneth Siegel
Alyssa Skekloff
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Steven Smutny
Olga Stambler
Sara Crown Star and James Star
Sandra Sweet
Lauren Tom and Curt Kaplan
Robert and Etti Van Etten
Shala Wagh
Peter Wasik
David and Pamela Waud
LaDonna and Gary Wicklund
Tom Wood
Thomas Yoder
Alice and Herb Zarov
Alisa Zhou

$750–$999
Anonymous
Keri and Phillip Bahar
Anais Bueno
John Crowe
Judith Desenis and E. Scott Peterson
Ann Logue and Rik Lantz
Tony & Andy Nocchiero
John Nordgren
Elva Rubio
Onnie and Steven Scheyer
Abigail and Adam Wasserman
I.B. and Thomas Weil
Karen and Richard Weiland

$500–$749
Anonymous (3)
Sylvia Alston
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Amend
Patricia Ames and Robert Frenier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Arensman
Marcia and Rick Ashton
Ellen Baras
Sandra Bass
Marcia and Jay Baylin
Martha Bell
Jeanne Brett
Giovanna and Henry Breu
Jennifer Caignon
Janna and David Caldarelli
Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels
Jane and John Chapman
Geetaben Chaudhari
Antonia Contro and George Marquisos
Michael Crowley
Frank and Faith Dusek
Emily Duym
Krystina Fisher
Susan Fortino-Brown
Robert Friedman Family Foundation
Mary and Fred Garzino
Medora Geary
Patricia Gentry
Connie & Nicole Gerber
Stacy and Joseph Giles
TGBE | Taryn Gluskin Brand Experience
Helyn Goldenberg and Michael Alper
Kenneth Goodson
Amy and Michael Gordon
Ada Mary Gugenheim and Jon Will
Marjorie Habermann

Meghan Hammond
Hillary Hanas
Andre Hansford
Betty and Edward Harris
Ronne Hartfield and Robert Hartfield
Richard Higginbotham
Cynthia Hunt and Philip Rudolph
Tamara Jackson
Karen and Matthew Kaplan
Cynthia Kelly
Polly Kintzel
Margaret and Thomas Kittle-Kamp
Ms. Sue Klein and Mr. William Klein
Agnieszka Klus
Emily and Christopher Knight
Farissa Knox
Carol and Jack Kunze
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Jacob Lieber
Peter Litton
Elaine Liu
Terese Lomasney
Kathleen and Gerard Maynard
Tracy McCormick
Blythe and Mark McGarvie
Kristin Michaels
Danny Miller
Molly Miner
Catherine Moore
Brian Morgan
Regina Murphy and Mark Etzel
Maggie and Michael Murzanski
Angie Ostrowski
Sara Paretsky and S. Courtenay Wright
Katherine Patch
Lynn Pearl and Melvin Pearl
Corissa Pennow
Jean Perkins
Helene and Norman Raidl
Josh Raymond
Kathleen and Henry Renken
Janice Rodgers
Desiree Rogers
Matilda Rose (and her family)
Jennifer Ross
Camille Kearns Rudy
Peggy and Gerald Ruff
Anne Ruzicka and Tony Ruzicka
Anne Scheyer
Snjezana Sego
Kate Shepherd
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Elisa Shlofrock-Zusman
Megan Susko
Christopher Thiel
Carol and James Trapp Household
Jennifer Tscherney
Noren Ungaretti
Jeanette and Peter Van Nice
Erin Vanden Brook
Sarah Venuti Yates
John Vinci
Kirsten Vogeley and William Winschief
Karin Wagner
Jason Warth
Tina Weil and Peter Weil
Kimberly and Thomas Wilson
Andrea and Rich Winship
Linda Woloshin
Marcie Wright
Stephanie Yancey
Mildred Zebrak
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Zentner

$300–$499
Anonymous
Richard J Abram and Paul Chandler
Mary Anthony
Todd Baisch and Alan Woodard
Priscilla Barlow
Irene Berkey
Betsy and Larry Bluestone
Jared Bottorff
Andrea Brands
Karson Carpenter
Danny Carroll
Susan Chernoff
Jennifer Coyne
Dana Iverson
Janet and Tomas Palubinskas
Zachary & Michele DeVos
Althea Dinglasan
Katherine Dold
Kathryn Engelhardt
Susan and Alexander Faurot
Mary and Lewis Flint
Stephen Foster
Susan and Paul Freehling
Phyllis Funkenbusch
Donna and Glenn Gabanski
Christine Geiger
Susan Goldman and James Pellegrino
Bruce Goldstick

Michael Halberstam and Jack Segal
Michael Herman
Donald Hermann and Jonathan Janott
Douglas Hogarth
Kathleen Hosty
Jane Hunt
Katie Jakola
The Jewett family
Jill S Johnston
Marissa Kalman and Gregg Kalman
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Kasten
Krista D. Kauper
Debra Kerr
Helen Kim
Derek and Sarah Ladgenski
Janet Lang
Stephen Lans
Mary LaQua
Faith and Raymond Lee
Rebecca Lindamood
Krista Linn
Ericka Lopez
Jamey Lundblad and Bill Melamed
Kieran Mahoney
Sandra Mangurian
Doug Masters
Fiona McCarthy
Amy and Kevin McJoynt
Patricia and Raymond Mehler
Beverly and Wallace Mook
Dr. Celeste D. Kaliski and  

Dr. David D. Morimoto
Patricia Morrow
David Muschler
James Nadder
Mary Nasenbenny
Elizabeth Nye
Elizabeth Oates
Patricia and John O'Neal
Craig Peterson
Karen Pierce
Andrew and Judy L. Porte
Usha Raj
Ilene Reinitz
Thomas Roberts
Mark Roeser
Susan Schwartz
Paola Sebastianelli
Mary and Charles Shea
Timothy C. Sherck
Diana and Robert Simon

John Slattery and Mary Fitzgerald
Paula and Chad Smith
Joanna Stasiek
Tammy and Eric Steele
Susie and John Sultan
Heidi Swiss
Kenneth A East & Timothy J Thurlow
Peter Tortorello
Jamila Trimuel
Eunice Valdivia
Nina von Moltke
Susanne Wagner
Carol Walter
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Walter
Ann M Warren
Micy Windom
Richard Winship
Regina Witkowski and  

Kenneth Witkowski
Kristen Zavertnik
Dave Zehner
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TRIBUTE GIFTS 
IN HONOR OF

2024–2025 Joffrey Company Dancers  
From Linda Novak

Academy Faculty  
From Dr. Elizabeth Marcus and Mr. Ira Belcove

Emily Arch  
From Terese Lomasney

Melissa Babcock  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum,  
Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Mary Jo Basler  
From Roderick Branch, Susan and Alexander Faurot

Nancy Bauer  
From Melissa and David Trandel

Colene Byrd  
From Kathleen and Mark Hechinger

Greg Cameron  
From Phillip and Keri Behar, Steve Cameron, Ronne and 
Robert Hartfield, Kristi Kirschner and Raymond Curry,  
Pamela P. Weston and Roger L. Weston, Scott Yonover

Cody Chen  
From Teresa McDonough

Ellen Distelheim  
From Carol Stone

Fred Eychaner  
From Judie Moore Green and Rich Green, John Vinci,  
Roy Wesley

Patti Eylar  
From Mollie Alexander, Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Bill and Shelley Farley  
From Jennifer and Rob McClary, Moira and Peter Szilagyi

Brendan Fernandes  
From Kurt Balder, Jamey Lundblad and Bill Melamed

Johanna Ferguson  
From Sandi and Barry Hartstein, Cheryl Tama Oblander and 
Scott Oblander

Jamie-Clare Flaherty and Andrew Pickens  
From Phillip Adams, Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Ella Flippin  
From Danielle Campanella

Ellie Forman  
From Taryn Gluskin, Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Nancy Follis  
From Martha E. Beavers

Mary B. Galvin  
From Ms. Shirley W. Ryan and Mr. Patrick G. Ryan

Sandi Hartstein  
From Janet and Steven Anixter, Loren Friend

Dana Hokin Garvey  
From Sophia Bross

Sarah Geocaris  
From Pricilla Barlow

Shana Guthman  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum

Marsha Kamen  
From Camille and Robert Rudy

Anne L. Kaplan  
From Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider, Maggie Baczkowski, 
Susan and Donald Belgrad, Leslie Bluhm and David Helfand, 
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul, Heiji Choy Black and 
Brian Black, Susan Burman, Renee Burnett, Greg Cameron 
and Greg Thompson, Bette Cerf Hill and Bruce Sagan, Carol 
and Bob Cudd, Alex Cyrus, Marily and Larry Fields, Ronald 
Foreman, Philip Friedmann, Aura de la Fuente, Adrian Fulea, 
Helyn Goldenberg and Michael Alper, Judie Moore Green 
and Rich Green, Amy and Bob Greenebaum, Mr. And Mrs. 
Paul Gray, Karen Gray-Krehbiel and John Krehbiel, King 
and Caryn Harris, Linda and Alan Harris, Sandi and Barry 
Hartstein, Fay Hartog-Levin, Julie Hoffmann, Cynthia Hunt, 
Jean Kaplan, Karen and Matthew Kaplan, Mr. And Mrs. 
Michael Kaplan, Christina and Richard Karger, Nancy Wilcox 
Karger, Beth and Kenneth Karmin, Shawn Donnelley and 
Christopher Kelly, Anne and Zachary Lazar, William Leakakos, 
Janet and Thomas Leopold, Anne Lerner, Felicia and Ronald 
Levin, Henry Loeb, Jessica and Torjus Lundevall, Anne and 
Keith Moffat, Museum of Contemporary Art, Susan G. Oleari, 
Rhoda Pierce, Elva Rubio and Scott Timcoe, Roche Schulfer, 
Cheryl and John Seder, Susie and John Sultan, Elizabeth 
and Jeffrey Sharp, Ildefonso Silva, Brian Smith and Geyer 
Morford, Caryn and Gerold Skurnick, Jennifer Steans and 
James Kastenholz, Robin M. Steans, Susie and John Sultan, 
Elaine Sun and Charlie Kaplan, Kay and Craig Tuber, Steven 
Tumen, Edward Weil, I.B. Weil and Thomas Weil, Ashley 
Wheater and Brian Johnson

Farissa Knox  
From Sandi and Barry Hartstein, Greg Cameron and  
Greg Thompson

Suzanne Lopez  
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Elizabeth Marcus  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum

Abby McCormick O’Neil and Carroll Joynes  
From Matt Martin

James McDonough  
From an Anonymous donor, Therese Obringer

Julianne Migely  
From Sandi and Barry Hartstein, Ellen Distelheim and 
Richard Tannenbaum

Cheryl Tama Oblander  
From Ms. Anne and Prof. Keith Moffatt

Matilda Rose  
From Bradley Rose



The Joffrey Ballet  |  45

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN

Bruce Sagan  
From Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Elizabeth Sharp  
From Jennifer Arquilla, Lesie Babbs, Mr. And Mrs. 
Christopher Barber, Mary Jo Basler and Douglas S. Basler, 
Joan Colmar and Michell Sabshon, Katherine T. Donaldson, 
Susan Enright, Susan and Alexander Faurot, Johanna 
Ferguson, John and Penny Freund, Kitty Friedheim, Dr. Mark 
Gerber and Mrs. Connie Gerber, Sandi and Barry Hartstein, 
Kyle Harvey, Frances and Michael Henkel, Annie Hudson, 
Jane and Donald Hunt, Ela James, Laura Kofoid and David 
Ricci, Rebecca Korach Woan, Jennifer and Joseph Lansing, 
Wende F. Lawson and L. J. Lawson, Cary Malkin, Elizabeth 
McGarry, Helen Hall Melchior, Barbara Potter, Camille and 
Robert Rudy, Mary Shea, Steven Schloss and Judith Wilen, 
Nancy and Ira Sussman, Christine Tierney and Jeff Jordt, 
Joan Wagner and Paul Haskins, Leslie and Robert Zentner

Courtney C. Shea  
From Elaine and Steve Jaharis, Lois Scott and David May

Eli Smallwood  
From Andrea Rubens

Emma Speiser  
From Kyle Stawski

Brian Smith and Geyer Morford  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum,  
Mr. and Mrs. James Mark Connelly

Rita Spitz  
From Catherine Cooper and Marshall Greenwald,  
Tracy McCormick, Mary L. Pierson

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Solow  
From Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Peggy Swartchild  
From Ann Oppenheimer

Linda Swayze  
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Nancy Sussman  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum,  
Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Dana Treister  
From Rachel Treister

Magnes Welsh  
From Deborah and S. C. Engle, Mr. And Mrs. Lawrence 
Damron, Virginia Hammond

Ashley Wheater  
From Kenneth Norgan, Pamela P. Weston and  
Roger L. Weston, Alice White-Zarov and Herbert Zarov

Sarah Wills  
From Sarah Kammerer, Nina Von Moltke, Alex and Ann Ross

IN MEMORY OF

Brian Babcock  
From Annie and Kristopher Atzeff, Susan G. Oleari,  
Margaret and Eric Scheyer, Cheryl Tama Oblander

D. Jeffrey Blumenthal  
From Jennifer Chen, Anne and Scott Spargo,  
Kathy and Scott Stanton

Joy Bolger  
From Carleen Lorys

John and Marilyn Brazzale  
From John Brazzale

Eric B. Eatherly  
From Emily H. Perrine

Sonja Fischer  
From Phillip and Keri Behar

Leonard Goldstein  
From Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum,  
Darcy Goldfarb

Elizabeth Hankey  
From Anne Forman

Judi Jecmen  
From Jessica Jecmen and David Morris

Burt Kaplan  
From Jean Kaplan

Michelle Kaufman  
From Robin Swartzman

Beverly Kosky Ballard  
From Lexis Blitstein

Sanfred Koltun  
From Nancy Koltun

Marti and Gary Kruse  
From Steph Kruse

Rose Martindale  
From Corinne Martindale

Carol Matthey Miner  
From Molly Miner

Michael Miner  
From Molly Miner

Dianne M. Nishimura  
From Joanna Stasiek

Phyllis and Joe Oblander  
From Cheryl Tama Oblander and Scott Oblander

Michael J Piorkowski  
From Geraldine K. Piorkowski

Lillian Schrepfer  
From Mary Asciutto

Kathy Smith  
From Darcy Goldfarb
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Mauren Dwyer Smith  
From Carolyn H. Andress, Prudence and Frank Beidler, 
Rachel Brown, Allan Bulley III and Suzette Bross Bulley,  
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson, Michael Cleavenger, 
Dolly Bross Geary and Jack Geary, Anne L. Kaplan,  
Brian Morgan, Michael Ransmeier, Shirley W. Ryan and 
Patrick G. Ryan, Paula Smith, Peter and Deborah Smith, 
Laura Steinhandler, Susan and Stanley Trotman,  
Jeanette Van Nice, David Waud

George Stenger  
From Anne Pelczar

Irene Stoesser  
From Peggy and Gerald Ruff

James Swartchild  
From Philip Block IV and Margaret S. Block, Shaun and 
Andrew Block, Judy Blunck, Tim Coleman, Julie Foley, Phillip 
Friedmann, Bruce Goldstick, Anne L. Kaplan, Nancy Karger, 
Elizabeth Kendall, Susan Lichtenstein and John Rokacz, 
Michael Perlstein, Lorna and Ellard Pfaelzer, Ramdee Seoger, 
Pamela and Russ Strobel, Dia S. Weil, Hilary Weinstein

Gayle and Walter Tama  
From Cheryl Tama Oblander and Scott Oblander

Carey Rose Winski  
From Evelyn R. Alter

Charlie Sussman  
From Sarah Geocaris, Sandi and Barry Hartstein

Robert Welsh  
From Susan L. Welsh

Priscilla Wheater  
From Shirley and Paul Stanley, Ashley Wheater and  
Brian Johnson

Joseph Michael Zinksy  
From Linda Levey
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REMEMBER THE 
JOFFREY BALLET  
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS

The Star Society is a visionary group of 
ballet enthusiasts who have made special 
commitments in their estate plans to 
ensure the Joffrey’s remarkable work 
continues for generations to come. 

Members of Joffrey’s Star Society receive 
exciting benefits each Season including: 

 

 � �Recognition in Joffrey’s season 
programs 

 

 � ��Invitations to exclusive Star Society 
appreciation events 

 

 � �Insider updates from the Joffrey team 
 

 � �Opportunities to connect with Joffrey 
Company Artists and the Artistic team 

For more information on joining  
the Star Society and leaving your 
legacy at Joffrey, please contact

KRISTEN BIGHAM  
Director of Major & 
Planned Gifts  
312.386.8962 

kbigham@joffrey.org

Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

LEAVE A 
LEGACY 
THAT  
MOVES 
PEOPLE
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THE JOFFREY BALLET 

STAR 
SOCIETY

THE JOFFREY BALLET STAR SOCIETY
Anonymous (16)
Michael Spencer Albert 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Allen 
Patty Perkins Andringa 
Melissa M. Babcock 
Pamela J. Block 
Joan and Jeff † Blumenthal
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson 
Jacqueline Caputo 
Charles Capwell and Isabel Wong 
Nisha Carpenter and Naomi Carpenter 
Anne Chapman and Joshua Green 
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper 
The Cox Trust 
Marc DeMoss
Helen Elkiss 
Deborah Engle 
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner 
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark 
David Finkel 
Christine B. Fisher 
Kim Folta
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner 
Michael Goldberger 
Sue-Gray Goller 
Larry and Michelle Goodman 
Martin John Gorbien M.D. 
Sandi and Barry Hartstein 
Dale and Becky Heiking 
Barbara Henigbaum Papp† 
Marci and Ronald Holzer 
Kathy and Glenn Ihrig 
Jessica Jagielnik 
Dar Johnson 
Marsha Kamen 
Anne L. Kaplan 
Myrna W. Kaplan 
Arthur Stewart Kerr and  

Marcia Davis Kerr 
Paul A. Kobasa 
Tracey F. Konicek 
John C and Carol Anderson Kunze 
Dr. Lynda Lane
Henrietta Leary
Linda Levey 
Marsha Lieberman 
Mary Lu Linnane
Philip Lumpkin 

Sean and Heather Martin
John McAllister 
Kevin C. McGirr
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch 
Anne Simon Moffat and  

Prof. John Keith Moffat 
Dr. Elaine Moor 
Julie Willis Moore, in memory of 

Victoria Shiflet Cress 
Eileen M. Murray
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander 
Jonathan F. Orser 
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

Gabrielle Ortiz 
Susan Peet 
D. Elizabeth Price
Alyssa Quinlan 
Christine and Daniel Rahill 
Camille Kearns Rudy 
Eric C. Schieber MD
Douglas M. Schmidt 
Heidi Schultz 
Terry A. Schwartz 
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles
Marilyn Slattery
Brian Smith 
Carl Smith and Brian Treglown
Rita Spitz 
Marjorie Staples
Constance Steinhaus 
Jeanette Stevens 
Michael Nicholas Sutko 
Marlene A. Van Skike
Stephen and Leslie Warner
Ron and Ann Waters
Magnes Welsh
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana and Stuart Widman
Amanda Williamson and  

Matthew Johnson 
Shannon Stone-Winding and  

Derrick Winding 
Andrea and Rich Winship
Laurie Wood 
Patrick and Patrice Wooldridge
Mrs. Anna Mary Zarrelli

We extend special thanks to members of Joffrey’s  
Star Society for the visionary commitments they have  
made in their estate plans. This generous support ensures 
that the Joffrey will continue dancing far into the future, 
illuminating the lives of audiences and students with the 
transformative power of ballet.

† Deceased
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EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
GREG CAMERON 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

GRAINGER ACADEMY
Suzanne Lopez 
Abbott Academy Director 
Keesha Beckford 
Dance Lab Program Liaison
Oğulcan Borova 
Head of Studio Company and  
Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois 
Head of Contemporary Ballet  
Trainee Program
Brianna Brandon 
Academy Managing Director
Alex Bray 
Lead Academy Services Associate
Jason Butler 
Academy Registrar and Student Life Manager
Raúl Casasola 
Head of Adult Division and Principal Teacher
Karin Ellis-Wentz 
Head of Conservatory and  
Pre-Professional Program
Amy Giancarlo  
Head of Children’s Program to Academy
Meghann Mueller 
Adaptive Program Liaison
Hannah Ogunnubi 
Academy Production Coordinator
Megan Peters 
Academy Student Services Specialist
Deirdre Shore 
Academy Services Associate 
Rhiannon Spoelhof 
Academy Marketing and  
Communications Coordinator

ADVANCEMENT
Brian Smith 
Chief Advancement Officer
Ellen Bialek 
Associate Director of Individual Giving 
Kristen Bigham 
Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Colene Byrd 
Director of Sales & Patron Services
Jade Capua 
Associate Director of Marketing
Daria Caravette 
Institutional Giving Manager
Bryce Coachman 
Patron Services Associate
Julia Doherty 
Artistic Innovation Fund Project Manager
Sarah Fiala 
Marketing Director
Sarah Freeman 
Development Assistant 
Sarah Geocaris 
Director of Individual Giving

Emily Hensley 
Annual Giving Manager
Alex Hinand 
Director of Development Operations 
Ramsey Hoey 
Communications and Digital Media Director
Austin Jennings 
Patron Services Supervisor
Caity Kirchberg 
Major and Planned Gifts Manager
Lily Koltun 
Marketing Coordinator
Claire Leon 
Patron Services Associate
Carolyn McCabe 
Digital Strategy Manager
Alexandra Michel 
Director of Events and Corporate Partnerships
Alicia Petrone 
Associate Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Ryan Sandy 
Patron Services Associate
Meaghan Smallwood 
Director of Development
Sierra Taylor 
Patron Services Associate
Elina Walchuk 
Patron Services Associate

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC
Nicolas Blanc 
Rehearsal Director
Adam Blyde 
Rehearsal Director
Jorge Ivars 
Company Pianist 
Christine Rocas 
Rehearsal Director
Scott Speck 
Music Director & Principal Conductor
Jared Wright 
Company Pianist

COMPANY ADMINISTRATION  
AND PRODUCTION
Cody Chen 
General Manager 
Gregg Benkovich 
Shoe Manager
Matthew Carney 
Head Electrician
Ellie Cotey 
Costume Manager 
Catherine Eby 
Company Manager
Amanda Heuermann 
Stage Manager
Jerica Hucke 
Draper
Barbara Luchsinger 
Lead Stitcher
Chris Maravich 
Lighting and Video Supervisor
Emmy Masteller 
Artistic Administrator and Assistant to the 
Artistic Director

Alyssa Pietrzyk 
Stitcher 
Finlay Ross 
Audio Engineer 
Bridget Rzymski  
Head of Hair and Makeup
Katherine Selig 
Principal Stage Manager
Joshua Stenger  
Artistic and Production Fellow
Adam Todd 
Head Carpenter
Joshua Townsend 
Carpenter/Flyperson 
Shandee Vaughan 
Production Manager
Cassandra Westover 
Head Props 
John Wilson 
Assistant Electrician/Programmer
Scott Wolfson 
Technical Supervisor 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Linda Swayze 
Director of Community Engagement
Ivy Anderson 
Community Engagement Program 
Coordinator
Annika Hileman 
Community Engagement  
Program Coordinator
Julianna Jarik 
Community Engagement Manager
Ari Meixner 
Community Engagement  
Business Administrator 
Michael Smith 
Community Engagement Program Supervisor

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
Shari Massey 
Deputy Director & Chief Financial Officer 
Michelle Dunbar 
Human Resources Generalist 
Katie Dysard 
Staff Accountant 
Paul Key 
Director of Technology 
John Kurtz 
Director of Facility Operations
Gee Hoon Lim 
Director of Finance 
Lauren Martin 
Assistant to the President & CEO
Emily Rasmussen 
Office & Facilities Coordinator
Pablo Sanchez 
Board Relations Manager
Luisa Torres 
IT Technician
Stephanie Valls-Yanez  
Payroll and Accounting Coordinator
Sarah Venuti Yates 
Director of Human Resources

JOFFREY STAFF LISTING
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CARMEN 
 
Scott Speck 
Principal Conductor

Ming Luke 
Guest Conductor

Martin Yates 
Orchestration

 
VIOLIN I 
Robert Hanford 
Concertmaster

Bing Jing Yu 
Assistant Concertmaster

Eleanor Bartsch 
Cristine Buciu 
Jennifer Cappelli 
Lisa Fako 
Carmen Kassinger

VIOLIN II 
John D. Robinson  
Principal Second Violin

Diane Duraffourg- 
	 Robinson 
Assistant Principal 

Irene Radetzky 
David Volfe 
Injoo Choi 
Erik Liljenberg

VIOLA 
Amy Hess 
Principal

Rebecca Swan 
Assistant Principal

Beatrice Chen 
Kunjing Dai

CELLO 
William Cernota 
Principal

Isidora Nojkovic 
Assistant Principal

Ben Fryxell 
Nomin Zolzaya

BASS 
Collins Trier  
Principal

Greg Sarchet 
Assistant Principal

Lindsey Orcutt

FLUTE/PICCOLO 
Mimi Tachouet 
Principal

Dionne Jackson

OBOE 
Paul Leuders 
Principal

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN 
Amy Barwan

CLARINET 
Heesoo Kim 
Principal

Trevor O’Riordan

BASSOON 
Preman Tilson 
Principal

Hanna Sterba

HORN 
Abby Black 
Principal

Neil Kimel 
Fritz Foss 
Samuel Hamzem

TRUMPET 
Bill Denton 
Principal

Mike Brozick

TROMBONE 
Jeremy Moeller 
Principal

Hugo Saavedra

BASS TROMBONE 
Will Baker

TUBA 
Matthew Gaunt 
Principal

TIMPANI 
Ed Harrison 
Principal

PERCUSSION 
Doug Waddell 
Principal

Rich Janicki 
Michael Folker 		       
Alex Chao

HARP 
Lynn Williams 
Principal

PIANO 
Jorge Ivars

LIBRARIAN 
Crozet Duplantier

ORCHESTRA 
PERSONNEL MANAGER 
Christine Janicki

MEMBERS OF THE  
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA



The Joffrey Ballet  |  51

2025–2026 SEASON  |  CARMEN
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Joffrey Company Artists Amanda Assucena and José Pablo Castro Cuevas. Photo by Carolyn McCabe. 


