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Welcome to American Icons!

I am frequently asked, “What is the common thread connecting the dances in a mixed 
repertory program?”

In this case, the parallels are striking and significant for the Joffrey. Each of the 
choreographers in American Icons celebrates a one-hundred-year anniversary. Each was 
instrumental to the establishment of the Company. Robert Joffrey and Gerald Arpino  
co-founded the Joffrey and were Artistic Directors and choreographers from its infancy. 
Glen Tetley was a founding dancer with the Joffrey in 1956 and went on to have an 
international career as dancer and choreographer. Martha Graham pioneered modern 
American dance, but her influence spread to classical ballet, and her work influenced 
the trajectory of the Joffrey. Graham contributed several dances to the Joffrey repertoire, 
especially her iconic “Appalachian Spring”. Rudolf Nureyev went to the studios of Martha 
Graham, knowing that her training would inform and expand his own classical technique. 
Nureyev’s advice to me...”Dance with as many teachers as possible.” 

This has been the Joffrey philosophy since inception. Though based in classical ballet, 
Joffrey has always taken pride in its “hybrid,” eclectic, repertoire. Technique is, of course, 
important. But in the words of Martha Graham, “Great dancers are not great because of 
their technique, they are great because of their passion.”

Joffrey has always danced with passion, sharing the love of the art form with their 
audience. I believe this is as evident during a performance today as it was when these 
works were created, half a century ago.

I hope you enjoy!

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

The Joffrey Ballet

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

ASHLEYASHLEY
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“First we have to believe, and then we believe.” — Martha Graham

Believing begins as an act of courage—a willingness to move forward without  
guarantees, to commit before the outcome is clear. It takes courage to believe,  
and even more to continue.

Co-founders Robert Joffrey and Gerald Arpino, founding alum Glen Tetley, and visionary 
artist Martha Graham practiced a rigorous belief in what ballet could be and dared to 
redefine it. Their early choices shaped everything that followed. In our 70th Anniversary 
season, it feels especially meaningful to gather at the Lyric Opera House, connected by 
their distinct voices and a shared conviction that dance must evolve, challenge,  
and endure.

Ambition of this magnitude finds its way forward. I am fortunate to witness it each day  
in the studios of the Grainger Academy, in classrooms across Chicago Public Schools,  
and in the generations of Joffrey artists and collaborators who have defined the stage  
for seven decades. These artistic, educational, and community commitments give the 
Joffrey its purpose.

That same belief is sustained by those who stand behind the work. It is both a personal 
and professional honor to thank longtime supporters, Board Director Ron Waters and his 
wife, Ann, for their generosity as Major Sponsors. I am grateful to Production Sponsor 
Jeanette Stevens for her continued support from the West Coast, and proud to celebrate 
Generation J Leadership Committee members Sarah Shu and Peter Wasik, who champion 
the future of arts advocacy.

Thank you for joining us for American Icons. I hope this program inspires you to see 
that believing in something is, in itself, icon-making—the determination to look at the 
impossible and call it a beginning.

It is exactly what makes The Joffrey Ballet unmistakably iconic.

Greg Cameron
President and CEO
The Joffrey Ballet

GREGGREG
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When we think of American Icons, it brings to mind how lucky The Joffrey Ballet is to have 
the iconic 70-year lineage of Robert Joffrey and Gerald Arpino carried forward today by the 
leadership of The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE and President and 
CEO, Greg Cameron.

As co-chairs of Generation J, the young patrons’ organization, we look ahead— 
ensuring this legacy continues for future generations. Our passion for ballet is fueled  
by our desire to help bring the Joffrey’s artistry to the young professional community  
of Chicago. Vibrant support from young patrons, both in attendance and generosity,  
is essential to advancing the Company’s legacy.

For us, neither of our stories began in the professional ballet world. Peter was properly 
introduced by attending the Joffrey’s performance of Swan Lake with a close friend and 
former dancer. Sarah’s connection has been lifelong—attending performances since 
childhood, sitting on a booster seat beside her mother.  We highlight this as a reminder  
that dance belongs to everyone, regardless of exposure or background.

The dynamic movement, the inspired music, and the grandiose production together create 
art that resonates across all walks of life. It creates a civic virtue and pride in the arts that are 
the lifeblood of our great city.

If you love dance, the Joffrey, or simply want to support the vibrancy of the arts here in 
Chicago, we welcome you to join Generation J. Learn more about joining us on page 33.

We hope to see you soon!

Sarah Shu	 Peter Wasik
Co-Chair of Generation J	 Co-Chair of Generation J	

SARAH & PETER SARAH & PETER 
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COMPANY 
ADMINISTRATION 
AND 
PRODUCTION
STAFF
CODY CHEN  
General Manager

CATHERINE EBY 
Company Manager

AMANDA HEUERMANN  
Stage Manager

CHRIS MARAVICH 
Lighting & Video Supervisor

KATHERINE SELIG 
Principal Stage Manager 

JOSHUA STENGER 
Artistic and Production Fellow

SHANDEE VAUGHAN 
Production Manager 

SCOTT WOLFSON 
Technical Supervisor

KEVIN WOODROW 
Artistic Administrator and  
Assistant to the Artistic Director

Patrons are 
requested to 

turn off pagers, 
cellular phones, 

and signal 
watches during 
performances. 
The taking of 
photographs 
and the use 
of recording 

devices are not 
allowed in this 

auditorium. 
Program and 

artists subject  
to change.

ARTISTIC 
AND 

MUSIC 
STAFF

NICOLAS BLANC 
Rehearsal Director

ADAM BLYDE 
Rehearsal Director

CROZET DUPLANTIER 
Music Librarian

JORGE IVARS 
Company Pianist

CHRISTINE ROCAS  
Rehearsal Director 

SCOTT SPECK 
Music Director and  

Principal Conductor

JARED WRIGHT 
Company Pianist

Joffrey Company Artists Anais Bueno and Stefan Gonçalvez. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.

THE 
JOFFREY 
BALLET
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

GREG CAMERON 
President and CEO

JAMES D. MCDONOUGH 
Board Chair 

ROBERT JOFFREY 
Founder

GERALD ARPINO 
Founder
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Guillem Cabrera Espinach*

Manresa, Spain

Reed Henry
Princeton, New Jersey

Jonathan Dole*

Sacramento, California 

■ NEW JOFFREY ARTISTS  |  *GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET ALUMNI

Coco Alvarez-Mena
Miami, Florida

Amanda Assucena*

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Edson Barbosa

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Evan Boersma*

Chicago, Illinois
Dayla Bowman*

Youngtown, Australia
Anais Bueno

Córdoba, Mexico 

Lucia Connolly 
Los Angeles, California 

Tenley Connors 
Hutchinson, Kansas 

José Pablo Castro Cuevas*

Queretaro, Mexico
Maxwell Dawe*

Dorset, United Kingdom
Anabelle de la Nuez

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Derek Drilon*

Vancouver, Washington 
Fernando Duarte*

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Olivia Duryea*

Haslett, Michigan
Dylan Gutierrez

Los Angeles, California 
Stefan Gonçalvez
São Paulo, Brazil

Dara Holmes*

Wilmington, North Carolina
Amanda Illuminati*

Monterrey, Mexico
Victoria Jaiani

Tbilisi, Rep. Of Georgia
Hansol Jeong

Namyangju, South Korea
Gayeon Jung

Seoul, South Korea

ARTISTS OF THE COMPANYARTISTS OF THE COMPANY
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Yumi Kanazawa
Los Angeles, California

Zachary Manske
St. Paul, Minnesota

Laila Madison*
Los Angeles, California

Jeraldine Mendoza
San Francisco, California

■ NEW JOFFREY ARTISTS  |  *GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET ALUMNI

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DANCERS, VISIT: JOFFREY.ORG/ARTISTS

Blake Kessler
Jacksonville, Florida

Minjoo Kim
Incheon, South Korea

Seehyun Kim*
Siheung-si, South Korea

Hyuma Kiyosawa
Nagano, Japan

Nae Kojima*

Gold Coast, Australia

Lindy Mesmer
Blacksburg, Virginia

Jackson Miles
Denver, Colorado

Valentino Moneglia Zamora*

Murcia, Spain

Xavier Núñez
Caguas, Puerto Rico

Davide Oldano*

Turin, Italy
Wictor Hugo Pedroso

Uberlândia, Brazil
Lauren Quinn*

Fort Wayne, Indiana
Paolo Randon
Valdagno, Italy

Scott Reed 
Marietta, Georgia

Aaron Renteria
Corona, California

Basia Rhoden
Fresno, California

Julia Rust
Noblesville, Indiana

Natali Taht 
Tallinn, Estonia

Alberto Velazquez
Havana, Cuba

Ao Wang 
Beijing, China

ARTISTS OF THE COMPANYARTISTS OF THE COMPANY
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Kettentanz
Choreography by GERALD ARPINO 
Music by JOHANN STRAUSS SR. and  
JOHANN MAYER 
Set Design and Lighting Design by JACK MEHLER 
Original Costume Design by JOE EULA 
Original Lighting Design by THOMAS SKELTON 
Staged by SUZANNE LOPEZ 
World Premiere: September 7, 1971 performed by  
The Joffrey Ballet at the City Center in New York City 

INTERMISSION (15 MINUTES)

Secular Games
Choreography by MARTHA GRAHAM 
Music by ROBERT STARER 
Original Set Design by MARION KINSELLA 
Original Costume Design by MARTHA GRAHAM 
Original Lighting Design by THOMAS SKELTON 
Lighting Design Recreation by CHRIS MARAVICH
Staged by ANNE O’DONNELL PASSERO and  
LORENZO PAGANO
World Premiere: August 17, 1962 at the American Dance 
Festival at Connecticut College in New London, Connecticut

Joffrey Premiere: February 19, 2026 at The Lyric Opera 
House in Chicago, IL

PAUSE

Postcards
Choreography by ROBERT JOFFREY 
Music by ERIK SATIE 
Set Design by JOE BRAINARD and  
HERBERT MIGDOLL 
Original Costume Design by JOHN DAVID RIDGE 
Original Lighting Design by JENNIFER TIPTON 
Lighting Design Recreation by CHRIS MARAVICH
Staged by SUZANNE LOPEZ and CHRISTINE ROCAS
World Premiere: June 12, 1980 at City Center in New York, 
New York

INTERMISSION (20 MINUTES)

Voluntaries
Choreography by GLEN TETLEY  
© GLEN TETLEY LEGACY
Music by FRANCIS POULENC 
Set Design by ROUBEN TER-ARUTUNIAN 
Original Costume Design by  
ROUBEN TER-ARUTUNIAN 
Original Lighting Design by JOHN B. READ 
Lighting Design Recreation by CHRIS MARAVICH
Staged by PETER OTTMANN 
World Premiere: December 22, 1973, Stuttgart Ballet; 
Wurttembergischer Staatstheater, Stuttgart

Joffrey Premiere: February 19, 2026 at The Lyric Opera 
House in Chicago, IL

RUN TIME 2 HOURS

Casting details for performances of American Icons can be found online at JOFFREY.ORG/ICONSCAST

LIVE ACCOMPANIMENT BY LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA
Music Director and Principal Conductor SCOTT SPECK 

Guest Conductor ROBERT MCCONNELL
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SPECIAL THANKS
AMERICAN ICONS SPONSORS

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III 

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

Jeanette Stevens

Joffrey Company Artists Anais Bueno and Stefan Gonçalvez. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.
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Kettentanz 
A classical salute to Old Vienna’s balls and weingartens. A signature work of Arpino 
showcasing a diversity of technique in nine sections.

Arpino has blithely soared above the music to create a suite of tender miniatures…” 

—Doris Hering, Dance Magazine 

Secular Games 
With a nod to Graham’s affinity for ancient Greece, Secular Games is performed  
in three sections: on a “Socratic Island,” an “Utopian Island” and on “any Island.”  
The setting is a beach, and the onstage set references islands in the distance.  
This dance is a comedic look at the universal antics of humans trying to impress each 
other, falling in and out of love, competing and indulging in pursuits that are entirely 
human.  The audience may want to imagine they are watching these characters and 
random interactions while reclining on their own beach towel. 

Over 50 years later, we can still enter this vintage idyllic world and recognize the 
timeless foibles of men and women playing together. 

Postcards 
A ballet depicting vignettes of Paris in the early 1900s, evoking fleeting relationships 
and whimsical memories, with challenging maneuvers and luscious classical 
movement. 

Voluntaries 
The ballet, created as a memorial to the choreographer John Cranko, who had died 
suddenly, is set to Poulenc’s Concerto in G minor for Organ, Strings, and Timpani. 
According to Tetley, ‘Voluntaries’—by musical definition—are free-ranging organ 
improvisations, often played before, during and after religious service. The Latin root 
of the word can also connote flight or desire, and the ballet is conceived as a series 
of linked voluntaries. 

BA
LLET N

O
TES

BA
LLET N

O
TES
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Sandy and Roger Deromedi

Sage Foundation

The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music

LIVE MUSIC SPONSORS

2025–2026 PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

CARMEN SPONSORS  
PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

 

MATTERS OF THE HEART 
SPONSORS  
Commissioning support for  
this program has been provided  
by the Harris Theater for Music  
and Dance.

WABASH & YOU MAJOR 
COMMISSIONING SPONSOR  

Courtney C. Shea 

LIVE MUSIC SPONSOR 
Patricia A. Kenney and  
	 Gregory J. O’Leary

PRESENTING ENGAGEMENT SPONSORS  
Conagra Brands Foundation  
Make It Better Foundation  
Alexandra C. and John D. Nichols  
	 Family Foundation and  
	 Alexandra C. Nichols  
Zell Family Foundation 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
GCM Gosvenor  
Chauncey and Marion D.  
	 McCormick Family Foundation,  
	 Abby McCormick O'Neil and  
	 D. Carroll Joynes 
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson  
Penelope R. Steiner 

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS 
Ted A. Grady and Dr. Ross Slotten 
Merrillyn J. Kosier and  
	 James F. Kinoshita 
Phil Lumpkin and Bill Tedford  
PNC  
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva

PATRON SPONSORS 

Joyce E. Chelberg 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation  
Stacie R. Hartman

THE NUTCRACKER SPONSORS  
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

 

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

NUTCRACKER MAINTENANCE FUND 
LEAD SPONSORS 

Anne L. Kaplan  
Michael and Jennifer Larsen 

NUTCRACKER MAINTENANCE FUND 
SPONSORS 

Roderick Branch 
Daniel and Pamella DeVos  
	 Foundation 
A gift made in memory of the late  
	 Richard H. Driehaus 
Patti S. Eylar and  
	 Charles R. Gardner 
Sandi and Barry Hartstein 
Richard & Martha Melman  
	 Foundation   
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein

AMERICAN ICONS SPONSORS 
MAJOR SPONSORS  

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III 

PRODUCTION SPONSOR  

Jeanette Stevens 

EUGENE ONEGIN 
COMMISSIONING SPONSORS 
PRESENTING SPONSORS 

Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark  
Anne L. Kaplan  
Lynda Sue Lane, M.D.  
Rudolf Nureyev Fund at  
	 The Joffrey Ballet  
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Mary Jo and Doug Basler  
Dancing Skies Foundation  
Ethel Gofen  
Alexandra C. Nichols  
Audrey L. Weaver

PRODUCTION SPONSORS 

Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson

COSTUME SPONSOR 

Jane Ellen Murray Foundation 

COMMISSIONED SCORE SPONSOR  

Marion A. Cameron-Gray  
	 and J. Douglas Gray 

The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund  
	 for Live Music

2025–2026 SEASON SPONSORS

THE 
FLORIAN 

FUND

ANNE L. KAPLAN ROBERT AND PENELOPE 
STEINER FAMILY FOUNDATION



WINNING WORKS SPONSORS 

Nancy Koltun 
Robert & Isabelle  

Bass Foundation, Inc. Rita Spitz
The Women’s Board of  

The Joffrey Ballet
Wilson Garling  

Foundation

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director

Greg Thompson 
and Greg Cameron 

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the  
Joffrey Ballet School in New York. Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, 
and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information, please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.
Lead photo by Katie Miller.

JULIA FELDMAN

DAYOUNG JUNG

DANIEL OJEDA

PERFORMANCES TAKE PLACE AT: 

Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Edlis Neeson Theater  |  220 East Chicago Avenue

JOFFREY.ORG  |  312.386.8905

WINNING WORKS
MARCH 13–22, 2026

ALEXANDRA  
SCHOOLING

Zach Lazar Winning Works Fellowship

FRAN DIAZ

2026 WINNING 
CHOREOGRAPHERS

5 WORLD 
PREMIERES

TICKETS SELL FAST—
SECURE YOUR SEAT 

TODAY!TODAY!

TICKETS  

$35$35

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

OFFICIAL HOTEL
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ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 

Ashley Wheater has dedicated his life to dance. He was born in Scotland and trained at 
The Royal Ballet School in England. He worked with Frederick Ashton, Kenneth MacMillan, 
and Michael Somes in numerous ballets at Covent Garden, including Swan Lake, Sleeping 
Beauty, Giselle, Manon, Anastacia, and The Dream. Wheater danced with Rudolf Nureyev 
in Nureyev and Friends at the London Coliseum.

On Nureyev’s advice, Wheater joined the London Festival Ballet and danced in his Romeo 
and Juliet and Sleeping Beauty. He danced in Glen Tetley’s Sphinx and Greening and in 
Festival Ballet’s large repertoire of classics and new creations. Under the artistic direction 
of John Field, he was promoted to Principal Dancer at the age of 20.

In 1982, he joined the Australian Ballet where he continued dancing principal roles in both 
classical and contemporary work, especially in the John Cranko full-length ballets.

In 1985, at the invitation of Gerald Arpino, Wheater joined The Joffrey Ballet. For the next 
four years, he performed various works by American choreographers including William 
Forsythe, Gerald Arpino, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, and Laura Dean, as well as repertoire  
by Ashton and Cranko.

Joining the San Francisco Ballet in 1989, he continued his creative career working under 
Helgi Tomasson, and with choreographers James Kudelka, David Bintley, and many more. 
In 1997, he retired from dancing and was appointed Ballet Master and, later, Assistant to 
the Artistic Director at the San Francisco Ballet.

Since his appointment in 2007 as artistic director of The Joffrey Ballet, his passion and 
commitment to the Joffrey have been evident in the quality that he has brought to the 
dancing and to the repertoire. He has invited world-renowned choreographers, as well  
as fresh young talent, to create new work for the company. Wheater has added new  
full-length works to the Joffrey’s repertoire, including Lar Lubovitch’s groundbreaking 
Othello, Ronald Hynd’s The Merry Widow, and Yuri Possokhov’s Don Quixote.

In 2008, Wheater was the recipient of the Boeing Game-Changer Award in recognition of 
his commitment to community engagement in Chicago and to the celebration of diversity 
through dance. He sits on the Advisory Board for Dance Magazine, serves as the Artistic 
Advisor for ChiArts, and is the Advisor to the Arts for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois.  
In 2010, Wheater, representing The Joffrey Ballet, was named Lincoln Academy Laureate, 
the highest honor presented by the State of Illinois, and in 2013 the Chicago Tribune 
named him “Chicagoan of the Year.” In 2015, Wheater received the University of Chicago 
Rosenberger Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the Creative and Performing Arts. 
In December 2019, he was appointed to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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GREG CAMERON 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Driven by his lifelong love for the arts, for his hometown, and for connecting with people 
from every background, Greg Cameron leads The Joffrey Ballet as President & CEO, 
responsible for organization-wide administration and strategy. Under Greg’s partnership 
with The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE, the Joffrey has set new 
records at the box office and built the strongest financial foundation in its history. 

His 2013 appointment was the culmination of three decades of work in arts administration 
and philanthropy. “I always loved art, but I wasn’t a great artist,” he says. “I could paint 
by numbers, or I could connect the dots. I realized early on I was a good dot connector. 
I could connect people to each other and help them get involved with the things they 
believe in.” 

As a child in suburban Chicago, Greg ran a makeshift theater out of his garage and 
sold more mints than anyone else for his local YMCA. And as an adult, he turned those 
passions into a career raising funds for the cultural organizations he loves. At the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs; the Art Institute of Chicago; the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, where he rose to the role of Deputy Director and Chief Development Officer;  
and WTTW/WFMT, where he served as COO, Greg dedicated himself to supporting  
art and artists and to creating meaningful experiences for others. 

“The Joffrey brings it all together for me,” he says. “It’s about collaboration,  
partnership with the community, honoring and supporting artists, and telling stories  
that truly move people.”

Today, Greg leads the Joffrey’s efforts to support unforgettable productions and new 
commissions, reach out to organizations and communities across Chicago, and open  
up world-class ballet for audiences from all backgrounds. Throughout the span of his  
40-year career as an arts administrator in Chicago, Greg has volunteered for a wide range 
of nonprofit organizations and civic committees. He currently serves on the Facing History 
and Ourselves Chicago Advisory Board and the State Street SSA Commission. Greg was 
recently honored by the Association of Fundraising Professionals Chicago Chapter with 
their Benjamin Franklin Award, in recognition of the significant achievements throughout 
his long career, serving as a role model for his profession.

BIOS
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SCOTT SPECK  
Music Director & Principal Conductor

With recent performances in London, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, New York, Chicago,  
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Washington, Scott Speck has inspired international 
acclaim as a conductor of passion, intelligence and winning personality.

Scott Speck is one of the most active conductors on Chicago’s cultural scene. In addition 
to his many Joffrey performances, he is Artistic Director of the Chicago Philharmonic, 
and he has become a frequent guest for the Chicago Symphony’s family concerts. He is 
currently the Illinois Council of Orchestras’ Conductor of the Year.

Speck’s concerts with the Moscow RTV Symphony Orchestra in Tchaikovsky Hall garnered 
unanimous praise. His gala performances with Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, 
Renée Fleming, Midori, Evelyn Glennie, and Olga Kern have highlighted his recent 
seasons as Music Director of the Mobile Symphony. He has collaborated with Carnegie 
Hall as Music Director of the West Michigan Symphony. He was invited to the White House 
as former Music Director of The Washington Ballet. 

In recent seasons, Speck has conducted at London’s Royal Opera House at Covent 
Garden, the Paris Opera, New York’s Lincoln Center, Washington’s Kennedy Center, 
Chicago’s Lyric Opera House, San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera House, and the  
Los Angeles Music Center. He has led numerous performances with the symphony 
orchestras of Baltimore, Houston, Chicago, Paris, Moscow, Shanghai, Beijing, Vancouver, 
Romania, and Slovakia, among many others.

Previously, he held positions as Conductor of the San Francisco Ballet; Music Advisor 
and Conductor of the Honolulu Symphony; and Associate Conductor of the Los Angeles 
Opera. During a tour of Asia, he was named Principal Guest Conductor of the China Film 
Philharmonic in Beijing.

Speck is the co-author of two of the world’s best-selling books on classical music for a 
popular audience, Classical Music for Dummies and Opera for Dummies. These books 
have received stellar reviews in the international press and have garnered enthusiastic 
endorsements from major American orchestras. They have been translated into twenty 
languages and are available around the world. His third book in the series, Ballet for 
Dummies, was released to great acclaim as well.

Speck has been a regular commentator on National Public Radio, the BBC,  
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, and Voice of Russia, broadcast throughout the 
world. His writing has been featured in numerous magazines and journals.

Born in Boston, Speck graduated summa cum laude from Yale University. There he 
founded and directed the Berkeley Chamber Orchestra, which continues to perform to 
this day. He was a Fulbright Scholar in Berlin, received his Master’s Degree with highest 
honors from the University of Southern California, served as a Conducting Fellow at the 
Aspen School of Music, and studied at the Tanglewood Music Center.

Scott Speck can be reached at scottspeck.org, and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  
@ScottSpeckMusic.

Photo of Scott by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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BIOS
ROBERT MCCONNELL  
Guest Conductor

Robert McConnell has built a dynamic career as a conductor, composer, and organist,  
and is thrilled to return to the Joffrey Ballet as a guest conductor for Christopher 
Wheeldon and Joby Talbot’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. McConnell has previously 
appeared with the Joffrey as a guest conductor for Cathy Marston and Laura Rossi’s 
Atonement (2024), Cathy Marston and Philip Feeney’s Jane Eyre (2019), and Christopher 
Wheeldon’s Nutcracker (2016–19). McConnell has conducted Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker with 
the Peoria Ballet, Bach’s St. Matthew Passion with the Calyx Vocal Ensemble, the St. John 
Passion with the Oregon Bach Festival, and has appeared as a guest conductor with  
Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Opera in the Neighborhoods Program, Door County’s Peninsula 
Music Festival, the Skokie Valley Symphony, the DePaul School of Music Opera Theater, 
and the Northwestern Opera Theater. 

GERALD ARPINO  
Joffrey Co-Founder  |  Choreographer of Kettentanz

Gerald Arpino was born in Staten Island, New York in 1923 and died in Chicago in 2008. 
He co-founded The Joffrey Ballet with Robert Joffrey in 1956 and served as Associate 
Director. Upon Joffrey’s death in 1988, Mr. Arpino succeeded him as Artistic Director.  
Mr. Arpino choreographed his first work, Ropes, in 1961. Shortly thereafter, he became 
the company’s resident choreographer. He created more than one- third of the company’s 
repertoire. His ballets are in the repertoires of companies around the world. Mr. Arpino 
was the first choreographer commissioned to create a ballet to honor the office of the 
American presidency; he was the first American commissioned by a city, San Antonio,  
to do a ballet. In 1993, he produced America’s first full-evening rock ballet, Billboards,  
set to the music of Prince. Mr. Arpino received numerous awards and honors over his long 
and prestigious career. In 1995 he moved The Joffrey Ballet to Chicago. Prior to that move, 
no ballet company had ever successfully been transplanted from one part of the country 
to another.
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MARTHA GRAHAM  
Choreographer of Secular Games

Martha Graham was an influential American dancer, teacher, and choreographer of 
modern dance whose ballet and other works were intended to “reveal the inner man.” 
Over more than 50 years she created more than 180 works, from solos to large-scale 
works, most of which she herself danced. She gave modern dance new depth as a vehicle 
for the intense and forceful expression of primal emotions, creating a dance technique 
that became the first significant alternative to the idiom of classical ballet. As the dancer Alma 
Guillermoprieto pointed out, Graham was “the first creator of modern dance to devise a truly 
universal dance technique out of the movements she developed in her choreography.”

For her themes she almost always turned to human conflicts and emotions. Many of her 
creations were rooted in and inspired by Classical Greek dramas, as well as biblical themes 
and religious figures. A few being Clytemnestra (1958), Cave of the Heart (1946), Errand 
into the Maze (1947), Alcestis (1960); Phaedra (1962); Circe (1963), The Witch of Endor 
(1965), Cortege of Eagles (1967), The Archaic Hours (1969), Mendicants of Evening (1973), 
Lucifer (1975), The Owl and the Pussycat (1978), and Frescoes (1980), and many more.  
In the early 1980s she created neoclassical dances, beginning with Acts of Light (1981).  
In 1970 she announced her retirement as a dancer, but she restructured her company  
into the Martha Graham Dance Company in 1973 and continued to create dances and  
to teach. Her autobiography, Blood Memory, was published in 1991.

ROBERT JOFFREY   
Joffrey Co-Founder  |  Choreographer of Postcards

Robert Joffrey was an American dancer, choreographer, and director, founder of The 
Joffrey Ballet in 1956. Early in life Joffrey began studying ballet with Mary Ann Wells, at 
whose school in Seattle he met Gerald Arpino, who would one day became his company’s 
co-director. Joffrey formed his first small company, the Robert Joffrey Ballet Concert, in 
1954, and in 1956 he formed the Robert Joffrey Ballet with Arpino as chief choreographer. 
In 1966 the company became the City Center Joffrey Ballet and thereafter grew to 
international fame. Its name was later changed to simply The Joffrey Ballet.

Joffrey’s works of note include Pas des Déesses (1954), Gamelan (1962), Astarte (1967), 
Remembrances (1973), and Postcards (1980). Joffrey commissioned many new ballets from 
new or untried choreographers. His company was noted for its eclectic repertoire that 
drew upon the classics, new works, and fusions of modern dance and ballet. Joffrey was 
also noted for his choreographic work on operatic productions.

BIOS
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GLEN TETLEY  
Choreographer of Voluntaries

Tetley was an American dancer, choreographer, and ballet director, whose performances 
and compositions integrated elements of modern dance and classical ballet. Between 
1946 and 1962 he danced in musical productions on Broadway—including Kiss Me, Kate 
(1948) and Juno (1959)—and performed for television, as well as with dance companies 
such as the Joffrey Ballet, the Martha Graham Company, and the American Ballet Theatre.

Having achieved critical acclaim as a performer, Tetley shifted his attention to 
choreography. In 1962 he formed his own company and created Pierrot Lunaire, a piece 
that launched Tetley’s choreographic career. In addition to serving as the director of the 
Stuttgart Ballet in Germany, he often worked as a freelance choreographer, staging several 
innovative works most of the major dance companies in the world.

JOHANN STRAUSS SR. 
Composer for Kettentanz

Johann Strauss Sr., often simply referred to as Johann Strauss II, was one of the most 
renowned and influential figures in the music history of the 19th century. Known as the 
“Waltz King,” he played a pivotal role in shaping the development of the Viennese waltz, 
and his works are still considered the pinnacle of dance music today. Strauss was not 
only a composer of waltzes but also of operettas, polkas, and other orchestral works that 
brought him worldwide fame.

BIOS
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ROBERT STARER  
Composer for Secular Games

Robert Starer was an Austrian-born American composer, pianist and educator. His stage 
works include three operas with libretti by Gail Godwin and several ballets for Martha 
Graham. His orchestral works have been performed by major orchestras here and abroad 
under such conductors as Mitropoulos, Bernstein, Steinberg, and Mehta. Interpreters of 
his music include Janos Starker, Jaime Laredo, Paula Robison and Leontyne Price. The 
recording of his Violin Concerto (Itzhak Perlman with the Boston Symphony under Seiji 
Ozawa) was nominated for a Grammy. Excerpts from his book Continuo: A Life in Music 
have appeared in the New Yorker, Musical America, and the London Times. In 1997 the 
Overlook Press published The Music Teacher, his first work of fiction. The opening chapter 
was excerpted in The Keyboard Companion. CD recordings of his music are available from 
CRI, VOX, Albany Records, Transcontinental and MMC.

For all his excellent artistry he was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters in 1994, awarded the Medal of Honor for Science and Art by the President of 
Austria in 1995, given an Honorary Doctorate by the State University of New York in 1996, 
as well as a Presidential Citation by the National Federation of Music Clubs in 1997.

ERIK SATIE  
Composer for Postcards

Satie was a French composer whose spare, unconventional, often witty style exerted a 
major influence on 20th-century music, particularly in France. Satie’s music represents 
the first definite break with 19th-century French Romanticism. Closely allied to the Dada 
and Surrealist movements in art, it refuses to become involved with grandiose sentiment 
or transcendent significance, disregards traditional forms and tonal structures, and 
characteristically takes the form of parody, with flippant titles, such as Trois morceaux 
en forme de poire (1903; Three Pieces in the Shape of a Pear) and Embryons Desséchés 
(1913; Desiccated Embryos).

FRANCIS POULENC   
Composer for Voluntaries

Poulenc was a composer who made an important contribution to French music and 
whose songs are considered among the best composed during the 20th century. His 
early compositions, Rapsodie Nègre (1917), Trois Mouvements Perpétuels and Sonata 
for Piano Duet (1918), as well as his later works in life, Les Mamelles de Tirésias (1947), all 
maintained important characteristics of humor and wit.

BIOS
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JOE EULA  
Costume Designer for Kettentanz

A legendary fashion artist and costume designer from New York, Eula’s dynamic 
impressionistic watercolors captured the essence of each fashion trend with a freeness of 
line that expertly gave his drawings a sense of importance with a lighthearted elegance. 
His first commissions came from Town & Country magazine and Saks Fifth Avenue in the 
late 1940s and in the New York Herald Tribune under Eugenia Sheppard for which he 
illustrated her Inside Fashion column. He also worked in London with Ernestine Carter, 
fashion editor of The Sunday Times during the 1950s covering the European couture 
collections. He was a favored house artist for Chanel, Givenchy, Versace, Dior, Lagerfeld, 
YSL and Halston. His work could regularly be seen in The New York Times, American 
Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar and Life magazine. In the 1970s he was appointed Creative 
Director at Halston, a post he maintained for over 10 years.

As an accomplished set and costume designer, Eula worked with the New York City Ballet 
under the direction of George Balanchine and Jerome Robbins and on Broadway shows 
including Noël Coward’s Private Lives which earned him a Tony Award in 1968. Later in 
the 1970s, he assisted Diana Vreeland, head of the Costume Institute of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York. At the infamous Battle of Versailles in 1973 it was Eula’s swift 
and minimal designs for the staging of the American Designer’s sets that perfectly 
launched US fashion onto the world stage. His last work was published in The New York 
Times in 2003 shortly before he died.

JOHN DAVID RIDGE  
Costume Designer for Postcards

John David Ridge has designed for Broadway, ballet, opera and television. Amongst some 
of the highlights are Ring ‘Round The Moon for the Lincoln Center Theater, for which he 
received a Tony nomination, Robert Joffrey’s seminal Nutcracker and David Mamet’s A Life 
In The Theatre, both the original New York production and on television for PBS. Outside 
of New York, he designed, amongst many, for the Santa Fe Opera and the Goodman 
Theatre in Chicago.

In addition to costume design, Ridge has had an extensive career executing costumes in 
Los Angeles, New York and London for stage and film, and from 1993 at his own studio in 
Los Angeles. Amongst his film creations are the Spiderman costume for Toby Maguire and 
Uma Thurman’s costume for Kill Bill.

In fashion, Ridge designed HALSTON for six years after Halston retired in 1984. He has 
also been Head of the Costume Department at the Juilliard School at Lincoln Center and 
Costume Supervisor for the National Theatre in London.

BIOS



The Joffrey Ballet  |  22

2025–2026 SEASON  |  AMERICAN ICONS

ROUBEN TER-ARUTUNIAN   
Costume and Set Designer for Voluntaries

Rouben Ter-Arutunian (1920–1992) was a scenic and costume designer for ballet, dance, 
opera, theater, film, and television productions, though he is widely known for his long 
association with the New York City Ballet.

In 1952, he was commissioned to create scenery for a double bill of Bluebeard’s Castle 
and L’heure Espagnole at the New York City Opera. This collaboration led him to work 
with ballet choreographer George Balanchine. Ter-Arutunian became most famous for 
the set design and lighting for Balanchine’s The Nutcracker with costumes by Barbara 
Karinska, which are still used today. Among the many other ballets he designed were 
Seven Deadly Sins, Swan Lake, Souvenir, Harlequinade, Coppélia, Union Jack, Robert 
Schumann’s Davidsbündlertänze, Ballet Imperial, and Mozartiana.

Aside from ballet, Ter-Arutunian also worked extensively with modern choreographers in 
the mid-twentieth century. He designed sets and costumes for Martha Graham’s Visionary 
Recital in 1961 and Glen Tetley’s Pierrot Lunaire (1962), Sargasso (1965) and Ricercare 
(1966), among other productions.

THOMAS SKELTON  
Original Lighting Designer for Kettentanz and Secular Games

One of America’s most distinguished lighting designers, Thomas Skelton (1928–1994), 
enjoyed a long career in which he created the lighting for many important Broadway 
productions, as well as landmark dance works. Skelton briefly studied dance technique 
with Martha Graham and José Limón, and composition with Doris Humphrey. Soon 
enough Robert Joffrey had invited Skelton to work as stage manager and lighting 
designer for his newly formed company. In addition to his work with the Joffrey Ballet, 
Skelton had successful professional associations with Martha Graham, José Limón, New 
York City Ballet, and Paul Taylor. Dance pieces for which he designed the lighting include: 
the original productions of Paul Taylor’s Aureole (1962), Robert Joffrey’s Astarte (1967), and 
Jerome Robbins’ Dances at a Gathering (1969), as well as revivals of Kurt Jooss’ The Green 
Table, José Limón’s The Moor’s Pavane, and Leonide Massine’s Parade. Among his most 
notable Broadway productions were the revivals of Brigadoon (1980), Death of a Salesman 
(1975 and 1984 productions), Guys and Dolls (1976), The King and I (1977), and Oklahoma! 
(1979). Skelton received Tony Award nominations for the original production of Indians 
(1967) and the revival of All God’s Chillun Got Wings (1975).
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CHRIS MARAVICH 
Revival Lighting Designer

Chris Maravich is a Chicago based Lighting Designer for Opera, Theater and Dance. 
Maravich has spent most of his career on the West Coast where he served as Lighting 
Director of San Francisco Opera as well as designed lighting for various companies in 
California. During his 14 years with the San Francisco Opera he worked on over 150 
different productions. His design work has included Cyrano de Bergerac directed by 
Petrika Ionesco, Idomeneo with John Copley, Don Giovanni, Il Trittico, Simon Boccanegro, 
and many others. Worldwide credits include Tannhauser for the Greek National Opera 
in Athens, The Makropolus Case for the Finnish National Opera. Other credits include 
designs of Salome for San Diego Opera, Tosca, Madama Butterfly and Cenerentola all for 
Opera Colorado.

 

JACK MEHLER   
Lighting and Set Designer for Kettentanz

For over thirty years, critically-acclaimed, international award-winning theatrical lighting 
and scenery designer Jack Mehler has been creating unique performance environments 
for theatre, dance, and related events. Jack develops specific designs which support the 
intentions, needs and aspirations of each project which create environments that transport 
an audience. His work has been recognized by The New York Times, Chicago Tribune, 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, San Francisco Chronicle, Boston Globe, New York Magazine and 
many others. In 2012 and 2013, he received the Korean Musical Theatre Award for Lighting 
Designer of the Year (The Korean version of the Tony).

JENNIFER TIPTON   
Lighting Designer for Postcards

Jennifer Tipton is an internationally recognized lighting designer whose distinctive designs 
have redefined the relationship between lighting and performance. Tipton has been an 
important presence throughout her prolific career in dance, drama, and opera productions 
of all scales, and she is regarded as one of the most versatile designers working today. 
Best known for her work in dance, Tipton’s painterly lighting evokes mood and defines 
and sculpts movement. Preferring a small but powerful palette of colors, she pioneered 
the use of white light in theatre and dance. Many of her designs have brought to life 
pieces such as Twyla Tharp’s In the Upper Room (1986) and Fait Accompli (1983), and 
Eugene O’Neill’s A Moon for the Misbegotten (2005).
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JOHN B. READ 
Lighting Designer for Voluntaries

John B. Read is considered as one of the most outstanding lighting designers working 
internationally in dance, opera, theater, and music stage. From 1992 to 2005 he was 
consultant lighting designer to The Royal Opera, The Royal Ballet and BRB. He has 
worked with many major choreographers such as Sir Frederick Ashton, Sir Kenneth 
MacMillan, Antony Tudor, Glen Tetley, Jerome Robbins, Rudolf Nureyev, Anthony Dowell, 
and David Bintley. Some of his most notable designs have been for productions such as 
Papillon, The Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake, Median, The Snow Queen, For The Royal Ballet, 
Field Figures, Laborintus, Voluntaries, Isadora, The Tempest, The Nutcracker, Beauty and 
the Beast, and the televised ballet tribute to H.M. Queen Elizabeth II, Fanfare for Elizabeth. 

MARION KINSELLA 
Set Designer for Secular Games

A sculptor, interior designer and lighting designer, Mickey worked on many Broadway 
shows with her partner Jean Rosenthal, including West Side Story, Cabaret, Hello Dolly 
and Barefoot in the Park. Following Jean’s death in 1968, Mickey’s work took her to the 
Metropolitan Opera and American Ballet Theatre with partner Nananne Porcher.

Her art — driftwood assemblies and sculptures — has been shown at Vineyard galleries 
(Old Sculpin, The Flea Market and Red Barn Emporium), Capricorn Gallery in New York, 
the New Britain Museum of American Art, Bushnell Museum and a one-woman show at 
Bucknell University.

In a Vineyard Gazette article in 1971 Mickey told reporter Phyllis Meras, “That pile of wood 
is my alphabet, and I have to string the pieces together to make my statement. They’re 
something by themselves, of course, but making them work as language is a fascinating 
problem.” Her bronzes are exquisite studies of the grace and power of the human form.

JOE BRAINARD 
Set Designer for Postcards

Brainard’s visual art, which ranges from painting to collage to drawing, is often situated in 
the ephemeral; he engaged popular culture with wit as well as a classical attention to light. 
His work has been shown at the Museum of Modern Art, the Whitney Museum, and the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art. Brainard published more than a dozen books, including the lyrical 
prose-poem memoir series I Remember (1975) and The Nancy Book (2008), which contains 
15 years’ worth of his artworks and collaborations incorporating Ernie Bushmiller’s classic 
comic strip character, Nancy.
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HERBERT MIGDOLL   
Set Designer for Postcards

Herbert Migdoll was an installation artist, painter and world-renowned photographer 
serving as the company photographer for The Joffrey Ballet since 1968. In 1973 he 
orchestrated a seminal moment in New York graffiti by connecting members of UGA—
the first graffiti-writing collective—to dancer/choreographer Twyla Tharp, leading them 
to paint live onstage in a performance with her troupe in the Joffrey Ballet. Migdoll’s 
photographs and videos of this time period serve as rare documents of the birth of 
American graffiti. He studied at Pratt Institute, Cooper Union, the University of California, 
Berkeley and on a Fulbright scholarship to Denmark before documenting numerous 
pioneers of New York’s avante-garde movement. 

SUZANNE LOPEZ  
Stager for Kettentanz and Postcards; Abbott Academy Director

Head of the Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet since 2023; formerly a Company Artist 
with The Joffrey Ballet.

Suzanne Lopez was born and raised in Summit, New Jersey, to Cuban parents. She first 
began training at the Garden State Ballet School under Fred Danieli and later studied at 
the New Jersey School of Ballet. Her introduction to the Joffrey Ballet started at age 12 
when she attended her first summer intensive audition taught by Robert Joffrey. From that 
moment on, her training was steeped in his founding traditions and methodology taught 
to her by Robert Joffrey himself and his team of former Joffrey dancers, who became his 
protégés and her mentors.

After starting her professional career for a year and a half with the Joffrey II Dancers, Lopez 
joined The Joffrey as a Company Artist in 1991 and moved to Chicago with the company 
in 1995. During her nineteen-year career, Lopez danced principal roles in ballets by such 
choreographers as Robert Joffrey, Gerald Arpino, George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, 
Alonzo King, John Cranko, José Limón, Antony Tudor, Twyla Tharp, Lar Lubovitch, and Sir 
Frederick Ashton. She was featured on the cover of Pointe magazine as the Sugarplum 
Fairy in Robert Joffrey’s The Nutcracker. In addition to dancing, Lopez assisted Gerald 
Arpino in rehearsals for his ballets. She taught classes for the Arpino Apprentice Program 
and was one of the first instructors to begin teaching at the inception of the Grainger 
Academy of The Joffrey Ballet.

After retiring from dancing in 2010, Lopez continued teaching and coaching at the 
Grainger Academy, among other Chicago-area schools. In 2016, she was thrilled to return 
to The Joffrey as a Rehearsal Director, where she worked on a diverse repertoire, including 
new creations with John Neumeier, Yuri Possokhov, and Christopher Wheeldon. She has 
also been a guest teacher, répétiteur, and coach at schools and companies worldwide. As 
the Abbott Academy Director, Lopez embraces all her experiences as a student, dancer, 
educator, and rehearsal director and imbues Robert Joffrey’s vision into every facet of 
the Grainger Academy’s specialized curriculum. With her unique lineage and perspective, 
Lopez sets a firm foundation for the next generations of dancers.
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ANNE O’DONNELL PASSERO  
Stager for Secular Games

Passero is a freelance artist, celebrated performer, and beloved teacher to the next 
generation of dancers around the world and at home in Chicago at The Joffrey Academy. 
During her ten years spent as a Soloist with the Martha Graham Company, she performed 
Martha Graham’s own roles in Appalachian Spring, Dark Meadow Suite, El Penitente, 
Every Soul is a Circus and solos in Diversion of Angels, Embattled Garden and Cave of 
the Heart. A great range of choreographers have created roles for her including Mats 
Ek, Hofesh Shechter, Bobbi Jene Smith, Pam Tanowitz, Annie-B Parson and Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui. She was awarded full scholarship at The Ailey School prior to an invitation into 
Ailey II. She danced for Buglisi Dance Theatre, Jacob’s Pillow Contemporary Program, 
Glimmerglass Opera Festival, and SpringboardDanse Montreal. Anne graced the cover of 
Dance Spirit’s February 2016 Issue “Young and Modern”.

LORENZO PAGANO 
Stager for Secular Games

Lorenzo Pagano is an international award-winning contemporary performer whose career 
has spanned across concert dance, theatre and opera. He started his career by joining the 
Martha Graham Dance Company in 2012, becoming a Principal Guest Artist and Assistant 
Rehearsal Director in 2023. He has embodied the most iconic male roles of the repertory 
and originated starring roles for new works by Lucinda Childs, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Nacho 
Duato, Andonis Foniadakis, Pontus Lidberg, Hofesh Shechter among others. In addition, 
Pagano is a regisseur for the Martha Graham Center and has restaged ballets for UNCSA, 
Rome Opera Ballet School, and Joffrey Ballet in Chicago. Pagano was honored with the 
Italian International Dance Award as “Male Rising Star” in 2016 and the Premio Nazionale 
La Sfera d’Oro in 2022.

CHRISTINE ROCAS 
Rehearsal Director and Stager for Postcards
Christine Rocas was born in San Diego, California, and grew up in the Philippines.  
She performed with Ballet Manilla from 1998 to 2005, dancing principal (or lead, leading) 
roles in ballet including The Nutcracker, Le Corsaire, La Bayadère, Swan Lake, The Sleeping 
Beauty, and Don Quixote. In 2005, she was a silver medalist at the New York International 
Ballet Competition where she received the Arpino Award, garnering her a one-year contract 
with The Joffrey Ballet.
 
During her Joffrey career, Christine danced leading roles in ballets by Gerald Arpino (Light 
Rain, Reflections, Round of Angels, Sea Shadow, The Nutcracker); Sir Frederick Ashton 
(Cinderella, The Dream); George Balanchine (Apollo, Prodigal Son, The Four Temperaments, 
Stravinsky Violin Concerto); William Forsythe (In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated); Ronald 
Hynd (The Merry Widow); Kurt Jooss (The Green Table); Cathy Marston (Jane Eyre); Wayne 
McGregor (INFRA); Krzysztof Pastor (Romeo & Juliet); John Neumeier (Sylvia); Marius Petipa, 
staged by Lola D’Avila (Giselle); Justin Peck (In Creases, The Times Are Racing, Year of the 
Rabbit); and Jerome Robbins (In the Night, Interplay).
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Christine originated roles in world premiere works from Nicolas Blanc (Beyond the Shore, 
Evenfall, Under the Trees’ Voices); Val Caniparoli (Incantations); James Kudelka (Pretty 
BALLET); Jessica Lang (Crossed); Edwaard Liang (Age of Innocence, Woven Dreams); 
Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa (Mammatus); Ashley Page (Tipping Point); Yuri Possokhov (Anna 
Karenina, Bells, Don Quixote); Stanton Welch (Son of Chamber Symphony); and Christopher 
Wheeldon (The Nutcracker). Other notable roles include Romeo and Juliet balcony pas 
de deux by Augustus Damian III, a world premiere by Martin Lawrence, and an originating 
role in the ballet/opera Orphée and Eurydice by John Neumeier. She was also featured in 
the short film Bertha choreographed by Cathy Marston, and two music videos (Red Violin 
Caprices, Valse Triste) with internationally acclaimed violinist Philippe Quint. 

PETER OTTMANN  
Stager for Voluntaries

Ottmann is a Canadian dancer, teacher and choreographer who studied at Canada’s 
National Ballet School in Toronto. He later joined The National Ballet of Canada, quickly 
ascending to First Soloist in 1983. Ottmann performed roles such as Romeo in Romeo and 
Juliet, The Prince in The Sleeping Beauty, Albrecht and Hilarion in Giselle and James and 
Gurn in La Sylphide. He also created key roles in ballets by Glen Tetley, William Forsythe 
and James Kudelka. He was eventually appointed Senior Répétiteur at The National Ballet 
of Canada, though he has recently retired after 48 years with the company.

CAMILLE ROBLES  
Vocalist for Postcards

Camille Robles is a Puerto Rican mezzo-soprano and an emerging young artist. She was 
recently selected to be part of the Ryan Opera Center Ensemble 2025/26 at the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, starting in May 2025. In November 2024, she was a Puerto Rico District 
Winner in the Metropolitan Opera’s Laffont Competition, where she was awarded the 
Culturarte Prize, the Propuesta Clásica Foundation Prize, and the Audience Favorite Prize 
sponsored by Teatro de la Ópera de Puerto Rico.
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Official Provider of 
Physical Therapy

PRECISION. POWER. 

Behind every curtain call is strength, resilience, and discipline. 
At Athletico, we understand the physical demands of the 
performing arts—because we treat performers every day. 
Whether you’re a dancer, instructor or just someone who feels 
every grand jeté in your soul, we’re here to help you keep 
moving with purpose.

Visit athletico.com to schedule your free assessment

P A S S I O N . 
Move like you mean it.

877-ATHLETICO (284-5384)

*Per federal guidelines, beneficiaries of plans such as Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare, VHA and other federally funded plans are not eligible for free assessments.
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Elva Rubio
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Liz Sharp
Ildefonso Alvim de Abreu e Silva
Chuck Smith
Rita Spitz
MarrGwen Townsend
Joel V. Williamson
Sarah Wills

LIFE DIRECTORS

Grace Barry †

Fred Eychaner
Sonia Florian †	
Mrs. Robert W. Galvin
Patricia H. Gerber †

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
Bruce Sagan †

Maureen Dwyer Smith †

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III
Joseph H. Wender
Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

PAST CHAIRPERSONS

William M. Daley
Fred Eychaner
Gary E. Holdren
Anne L. Kaplan
Dr. David A. Kipper †

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
C. Steven McMillan
Bruce Sagan †

Maureen Dwyer Smith †

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III

† Deceased
‡ Golub Capital Board Fellow 

As of February 11, 2026

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Farissa Knox
President

Cheryl Tama Oblander
1st Vice President 

Kyoko Crawford
Jessica Jecmen 
2nd Vice Presidents

Chrissie Walker
Secretary 

Paula Borg 
Treasurer 

Ms. Carolyn A. Blessing
Karen Peters
Members-at-Large 

Elisabeth Adams 
Julie O’Donnell Allen 
Anna Assenmacher 
Annie Atzeff
Jackie Avitia-Guzman
Melissa M. Babcock*  
Sally K. Bauer
Leslie Bradberry
Halie Lyn Braden
Jaya Canaan
Rachel M. Cannon
Jenelle Chalmers
Lauren Chazen
Jillian Cole
Roniesha L. Copeland
Lissette Cortes Lade  
April Daly
Nicole Marie Davis
Kavita Merry DeVaney
Merritt DeWitt
Ellen Distelheim 
Beth Engel 
Patti S. Eylar
Johanna Ferguson 
Krystina Fisher
Bethany Florek  
Anne Forman
Ellie Forman
Dana Hokin Garvey
Sharon Glickman

Darcy Goldfarb, MD 
Alexis Perez Gross
Heather Gustafson
Elisa D. Harris 
Stacie R. Hartman
Sandi Hartstein
Kathryn Hennessey
Leigh Ann Herman
Dominika Malinowska 
Hertsberg

Elizabeth M. Higashi
Arica Hilton
Jerrilyn M. Hoffmann 
Megan N. Hoffmann
Sherry Lea Holson
Qi Holtzman 
Lauren Huefner
Mary Blaney Humenansky
Joanna Hwu
Amy Joffe
Marsha Kamen
Anne L. Kaplan 
Lauren Keane
Kathleen Klaeser 
Kathleen Krehbiel*
Melinda Jackovich Lagrange 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD 
Kathryn Lattner
Wende Fox Lawson 
Anne Lazar* 
Dania Leemputte 
Kathryn Meneely Leister 
Joan Malliband 
Sandy Mandel
Elizabeth Marcus, MD
Mary Lou Marinas
Rachel Martell
Heather Martin
Corinne Martindale
Edyta Mazza
Bridgette René McCullough
Helen Hall Melchior* 
Irene Michaels
Rosemary Milew
Jennifer Minkow
Danijela Neckrysh
Stephanie Nelson
Linda Curtis O’Bannon, MD

Susan G. Oleari 
Tracey Patterson
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD 
Molly Piech 
Cynthia Berryman Pinsky 
Elizabeth Bowers Pinsky 
D. Elizabeth Price 
Christine Rahill* 
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt 
Ellen R. Rissman
Dori Rothschild
Emily Rubenstein 
Amber Samuelson
Dr. Susan Scanlon
Carrie Scharbo
Margaret Scheyer
Molly Lange Schirf 
Sarah Schrup 
Liz Sharp 
Courtney Shea 
Veronica Siegel
Alyssa Skekloff
Marilyn Slattery 
Maria Smithburg 
Olga Stambler
Lisbeth Stiffel 
Rebecca Stone
Stacy Straub 
Nancy Sussman
Robin Swartzman
Lauren D.W. Tatar 
Marina D.W. Tatar
Stephanie Thierer
Jaclyn Tholl
Melissa Trandel 
Jennifer Tscherney 
Shala Wagh
Bonalynn Wallach
Genevieve Custer Weeks
Magnes Welsh 
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana Weiss Widman 
Laurie Wood 
Julie Zuckerman

SUPPORTING AND  
NON-RESIDENT 

Dora J. Aalbregtse 
Melissa Anton 

Dr. Emily L. Arch 
Mary Jo Basler
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Sophie Bross  
Marisa Bryce 
Joan Colmar  
Pamella Roland DeVos 
Deborah Gordon Engle
Jennifer Rubin Fabian 
Shelley MacArthur Farley
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Sue-Gray Goller 
Stephanie M. Grinage 
Marjorie E. Habermann
Diana E. Harris
Julie Harron
Martha Higgins  
Courtney A. Hoffmann  
Sharon King Hoge 
Marci Holzer 
Candace Collins Jordan
Beena Joseph
Elizabeth Ann Kasten  
Donna M. LaPietra 
Leslie Logsdon 
Astrid A. McKinnon
Julianne Migely
Anne Simon Moffat 
Shauna Montgomery 
Shawna Owen
Cynthia Pacholick  
Victoria Poindexter
Camille Kearns Rudy
Amelia Silva  
Carol J. Stone 
Kathleen A. Swien
Yolanda Tyler 
Noren Ungaretti  
Victoria Verity 
Carol A. Walter 
Ann Waters 
Pam Phillips Weston
Joyce M. Wippman
Marcie L. Wright  
Leslie Zentner

*Indicates Honorary Member  
List current as of December 2025

WOMEN’S BOARD OF THE JOFFREY BALLET
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Joffrey Company Artists Jeraldine Mendoza and Stefan Gonçalvez in Yonder Blue. Photo by Cheryl Mann.

Your investment in The Joffrey Ballet not only shapes 
the future of dance but unlocks exclusive opportunities 
designed to bring you closer to the art you love.

JOFFREY DONORS ENJOY:

 �Behind-the-scenes access to rehearsals and creative 
processes, offering a rare glimpse into how productions 
come to life.

 �Invitations to special events where you can connect with 
Joffrey artists, choreographers, and fellow supporters 
who share your passion for dance.

 �Insider updates and previews that keep you engaged 
with the Joffrey’s vision and upcoming projects.

These benefits deepen your connection with the Joffrey and 
make your experience as a supporter truly unforgettable. 
With donor events scheduled through June, now is the 
perfect time to take advantage of these benefits.

BECOME A  
JOFFREY INSIDER

If you are interested in becoming  
a donor but have questions,  

contact us at donate@joffrey.org  
or 312.242.9780. 

MAKE A GIFT TODAY
JOFFREY.ORG/DONATE 
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GENERATION J

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Sarah Shu (Co-Chair)

Peter Wasik (Co-Chair)

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan

Jacqueline Stewart 

Abigail Wasserman

GEN J MONTHLY GIVERS

Dominic Cador

Janet Digma

Antonio Giova Gaspari

Yessica Herrera Guzman

Dana Iverson

Grace King

Elaine Lui

Lauren McKenzie

Toria Mckenzie

Alejandra Moyano

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan

Ms. Angie Ostrowski

Victoria Katherine Parrott

Ross Pearlman

Wesley Sinclair Pytlowany

Baili Roy

Kate Shepherd

Ms. Sarah Shu

Raquel Smith

Jacqueline Stewart

Callie Kumiko Walsh

Mr. Peter M Wasik

Abigail and Adam Wasserman Household

Katherine Wu

Ecaterina Zelinscaia

As of January 27, 2026

GENERATION J  |  2025–2026

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON 
GETTING INVOLVED, 
CONTACT:

JADE CAPUA
jcapua@joffrey.org 
Associate Director  
of Marketing
Generation J Liaison

GENERATION JJ

Generation J supports the ongoing success of The Joffrey Ballet through 
initiatives designed to generate awareness, loyalty, and engagement among 
dynamic young professionals between 21–40 years of age.
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of those 
who made contributions in the amount 
of $300 or more between November 1,  
2024 through January 15, 2025.  
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one  
of our loyal donors. 

$100,000–$499,999

 

$50,000–$99,999

 

$25,000–$49,999

Assured Guaranty

$10,000–$24,999
Big Foot Media
Capital Group Companies
Fifth Third Bank
HMR Designs
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd.
Mayer Brown LLP
Peoples Gas Community Fund 
PNC 
R1 RCM
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &  

Flom LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn, LLP

$5,000–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc.
DHR Global
JPMorgan Chase
Museum of Contemporary Art
Space 519
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Tutu School Franchises

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP
Plante Moran
Raytheon Technologies
Wagner Lane Productions
Young Presidents’ Organization

$1,500–$2,499
Auditorium Theatre of  

Roosevelt University
Chicago Park District
The Lebermuth Company, Inc.

$750–$999
The Arts Club of Chicago

Matching Gifts
Abbvie
American Family Insurance Co.
Archer Daniels Midland Company 
Baird 
CME Group
CNA Financial Corporation
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Discover Financial Services
Goldman Sachs & Company
Google
LinkedIn
Morningstar, Inc.
Munich Re America Services, Inc
William Blair

† Deceased

CORPORATE DONOR LISTING
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The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for the  
in-kind support provided by: 

Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Marc DeMoss
Anne L. Kaplan
Margaret Scheyer
Penelope Steiner

Additional thanks to Mary Jo and Doug Basler for providing 
special accommodations for Guest Artists

$100,000–$499,999

 
Leveraged by Jim Kirk

 
Leveraged by Mary Rose Alexander

 
Leveraged by Prof. and  
Mrs. Ronald J. and Julie O. Allen

$50,000–$99,999

 
Leveraged by Ted Grady and Ross Slotten

 

$10,000–$49,999
Big Foot Media
HMR Designs
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd.

$5,000–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc.

† Deceased

IN-KIND SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for general operating support from the Illinois 
Arts Council, a CityArts grant from the City of Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, and a Tourism Grant from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of those 
who made contributions in the amount 
of $300 or more between November 1,  
2024 through January 15, 2026.  
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one  
of our loyal donors. 

$1,000,000+
Margot and Josef Lakonishok
Searle Consultants Account at  

The Chicago Community Trust

$500,000–$999,999
Anne L. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

$100,000–$499,999 
Anonymous
Abbott Fund
Alphawood Foundation Chicago
Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Bluhm Family Foundation
Chicago Free For All Fund at  

The Chicago Community Trust
Sandy and Roger Deromedi
Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark
Sonja† and Conrad Fischer
The Florian Fund
The Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust
Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity
The Charlie Kaplan, Michael Kaplan,  

and Beth Karmin Families
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Jane Ellen Murray Foundation
Negaunee Foundation
Alexandra C. Nichols

Sage Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family 

Foundation
Estate of Susan T. Strauss
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Wilson Garling Foundation
The Women’s Board of The Joffrey Ballet
Zell Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999 
The Brinson Foundation 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 

and Special Events
Crown Family Philanthropies
In Memory of Richard H. Driehaus
Ethel and William† Gofen
Kenneth Griffin
Holly Palmer Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
Lindy and Mike Keiser
Kiphart Family Foundation
Julie and Guy Lakonishok
Michael and Jennifer Larsen
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky
The John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience
Polk Bros Foundation
Pritzker Foundation
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Cari and Michael J. Sacks
Schaible-Seidlitz Foundation
Courtney C. Shea
Rita Spitz and David Blears
Steinmetz Foundation
Jeanette Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III
Audrey Weaver

$25,000–$49,999 
Anonymous (3)
Annie and Kristopher Atzeff

Edward B. Beam, Jr. in Loving Memory 
of John Palatinus and Jack Alexander

Roderick Branch
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
Marion A. Cameron-Gray and  

J. Douglas Gray
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper
Rebecca Coke and Chris Beukenkamp
Patricia O’Neill Cox
Ann M. Drake
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Martin John Gorbien, MD
Harris Family Foundation
Jana French and Peter Gotsch
Janet W. Helman
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Hoffmann
The Joyce Foundation
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
Nancy Koltun 
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
Abby McCormick O’Neil and  

D. Carroll Joynes
D. Elizabeth Price
Carol Prins and John Hart
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Susan Ruder
Shirley and Patrick Ryan
Bruce Sagan† and Bette Cerf Hill
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Bill and Orli† Staley
Marjorie Staples
Liz Stiffel
Pamela and Russ Strobel
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Townsend
The Trachtenberg Family  

Charitable Fund
Dia S. Weil
Richard and Diane Weinberg
Hilary Weinstein
Pamela Phillips Weston and  

Roger L. Weston
Mr. Miles D. White
Richard Yulman and Kandy Kramer

† Deceased

INDIVIDUAL AND FOUNDATION 
DONOR LISTING
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† Deceased

$10,000–$24,999 
Anonymous (2)
Ted Acosta and Marc Cibrario
Janet and Steven Anixter
Marilyn Archer and Jack Eby
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul
Liz Boshardy Memorial Fund
Luann and David Blowers
Mr. and Mrs. Dean L. Buntrock
Suzanne and Stephen Cameron
Mrs. Joyce Chelberg
Elliott Crigger
Pamela Crutchfield
Melissa de Abreu e Silva and  

Ildefonso Silva
Marc DeMoss
Mike DelBene
Jon and Eleanor DeMoss
Mr. and Mrs. Adam DeWitt
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Lois and Stephen Eisen
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel  

and Amy Rule
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. William Farley
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Marilyn and Larry Fields
Virginia and Peter Foreman
Jo Lynn Haley and Timothy French
Philip Friedmann
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Mary L. Gray
Dedrea and Paul Gray
Karen Gray-Krehbiel and  

John Krehbiel, Jr.
Joan M. Hall
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Dr.† and Mrs. Alan G. Harris
The Irving Harris Foundation
Sandi and Barry Hartstein
Elizabeth Higashi 
Sherry Lea and Richard Holson III
Holly Hunt
Lashana Jackson and Faheem Majeed
Jessica Jecmen and Dave Morris
Krystyna Kiel and Alexander Templeton
Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett
Kovler Family Foundation
Stephanie Kruse
Margaret and Eugene Kuhajek 
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary D. Lazar, Jr.

Lefkofsky Family Foundation
Paul Legac & Alison Cisek
Jay Byron Leibovitz in loving memory of 

Eric B. Eatherly
Ms. Linda Levey
Rachel & Aaron Martell
Jodi Block and Barry Malkin
James D. McDonough
Coco B. Meers and Ethan Meers
Richard & Martha Melman Foundation
Jess and Amanda Merten
Dr. Elaine Moor
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander
Sharon Olson and Fred Fleischbein
The Pucker Family
Barbara E. Reed
Stephen Reiss and Rena Hozore Reiss
Robert & Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.
Jerome Robbins Foundation and Trust
Tricia and Mark Rothschild
Joan and Paul Rubschlager
Margaret Scheyer
Sara and Axel Schupf
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith
Peter and Deborah Smith
Mr. Edward B. Smith, Jr.
Maria and William D. Smithburg
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz 
Robin Steans
Edwin and Richard Stebbins
Lisa and Daniel Stein
Peggy Swartchild
Nathan Tannenbaum Foundation Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jason J. Tyler
U.S. Bank Foundation
Magnes Welsh
Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson
Diane and Micheal Ziering

$5,000–$9,999 
Anonymous
Dora and R. John Aalbregtse
Prof. and Mrs. Ronald J. and  

Julie O. Allen
Michael Amiet and Emily Strobel Amiet
Anna Assenmacher
Susan and Stephen Baird

Ms. Carolyn A. Blessing
Shaun and Andrew Block
Paula Borg & Tom Stemwedel
Halie Braden
Klaff Family Foundation
Rachel M. Cannon
Jeff Kerr and Jim Condon
Kyoko and James Crawford
Nicole Marie Davis
Amina Dickerson and Julian Roberts
James D. Drury Trust
Deborah and Cody Engle
Elizabeth Entinghe
Jo Ferguson and Nick Grossi
Lawrence Fitzgerald
Jamie-Claire Flaherty
Mary and Lewis Flint
Bethany Florek
Nancy Follis
Kristen Fondriest
Anne and Randy Forman
Arthur L. Frank
Mimi and Bud Frankel
Laura and Marshall Front
Madeleine Grynsztejn and Tom Shapiro
Sandra and Jack Guthman
Stacie R Hartman
Fay Hartog-Levin
The Heestand Foundation
Joanna Hwu
Glenn And Kathy Ihrig
Marsha Kamen
Jean Kaplan
Christine and Richard Karger
Wendy and T. Eric Kilcollin
Rosemary King
Susan and Thomas Koltun
Gloria Lehr
Janet and Thomas Leopold
Mia and Paul Levy
Susan and Stuart Lucas
Luminarts Cultural Foundation
Phil Lumpkin
Jessica and Torjus Lundevall Fund  

of the Mayer and Morris Kaplan  
Family Foundation 

Jessie and Douglas MacDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Sean & Heather Martin
Cori Martindale
Mazza Foundation
Janet Melk



The Joffrey Ballet  |  38

2025–2026 SEASON  |  AMERICAN ICONS

Mrs. Jennifer Minkow
Miriam U. and H. Earl Hoover 

Foundation
Barbara And Jonathan Moss  

Family Foundation
Drs. Marsha and Robert Mrtek
Lee and Sharon Oberlander
Susan G. Oleari
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD and  

Christopher Novak
Michael Payette and George Mariner
Karen Peters and Charles Frank
Carol Glass Pollock
Bonnie Price
Marcie Lape and Andy Raia
Elizabeth Shaver
Carey Shea Roberts
Emily Rubenstein and Angel Rivera
Barre Seid and Barabara Landis-Seid
Liz Sharp
Sarah O. Schrup
Sarah Shu
Caryn and Gerold Skurnick
Lauren D.W. Tatar and Scott Borstein
Bridget Thomas and Gerry Barad
Virginia Tobiason
Sarah Torri
Melissa and David Trandel
United States Artists
Cynthia Van Osdol and John B. Sandwick
Marilyn F. and David Vitale
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Leslie and Stephen Warner
Albert Weiss
Diana and Stuart Widman

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (3) 
Mr. and Mrs. William Adams IV
Margery Al-Chalabi 
Celia Althage
Dara Altshuler
Patty Perkins Andringa
Melissa Lane Anton
Jacqueline Avitia-Guzman
Maggie Baczkowski
Sally and Bruce Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III
Kenneth Belcher
Meta S. and Ronald Berger  

Family Foundation
D. Jeffrey and Joan H. Blumenthal

Ms. Evelyn Bosenberg
Leslie Bradberry
John Brazzale
Sean Breedlove
Anthony Bruck
Katharine Burns and Nicholas Burjek
April Daly and Miguel Blanco
Shawn M. Donnelley and  

Christopher M. Kelly
Kristin and Louis Ennuso
Kim Folta
Ronald Foreman
Ellie Forman
Judith Freeman 
Suzanne Gerhold
Mark Giragosian
Mary and Lionel Go
Bruce A. Gober, MD
Darcy Goldfarb, MD
Sue-Gray Goller
Michelle and Larry J. Goodman, MD
Jennifer Gray
Anthony† and Susan Grosch
Alexis Gross
Laura Hanley
Elisa D Harris
Kathleen and Mark Hechinger
Kathryn and Patrick Hennessey
Dr. Dominika Hertsberg
Sarai Hoffman and Stephen Pratt
Megan Hoffmann
Julie Holland
Jon Holman
Marci and Ronald Holzer
Lauren Huefner
Mary Humenansky
Leah Israel
Amy Joffe
Sherry and Barry Kaplan
Nancy and Frank Karger
Roberta Johnson Killeen and  

Timothy Killeen
Farissa Knox
Laura Kofoid and David Ricci
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
Melinda and Lucien Lagrange
Katherine Lau
Wende and Jim Lawson
Dania and Patrick Leemputte
Jacqueline Lentz
Anne and Alan Lerner
Felicia and Ronald Levin

John J. and Elisabeth K. Lewis
Susan Lichtenstein and John Rokacz
Susan and Michael Loiacano
Hilary Loretta
Wayne Luce
Joan Malliband
Sandra Mandel and Alan Pollak
Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove
Shari and Bill Massey
Nichelle and Willie Mayberry
Edyta Mazza
Helen Hall Melchior
John R. Menninger
Sally Metzler and George Dunea
Irene Michaels and Arny Granat
Ms. Karen K. Migaldi and  

Mr. Scott F. Migaldi
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch
Prof. Keith and Anne Moffat
Daniel L. (DL) Morriss
Kathy and James Norr
Linda Curtis O’Bannon MD
Mary Jane O’Connor
Matt Olaveson
Marjory Oliker
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

and Gabrielle Ortiz
Cindy Pan and Eric Easterberg
Anne Christine Pelczar
Lorna and Ellard Pfaelzer
Rheva Phillips
Joe and Molly Piech
Cindy Pinsky
Ibby and Milton Pinsky
Victoria Poindexter and  

Joseph P. Gaynor III
Mary Jo Potts and Jim Selsor
Wesley Pytlowany
Lou Raizin
Constance Rajala
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt and  

Thomas Rehwaldt
Ellen and Arnold Rissman
Barbara Atkins Ruhman
Judith and Michael Sawyier
Susan Scanlon, MD
Carrie and Mark Scharbo
Heidi Schultz
Mrs. Illeane Schwartz
Sara and Steven Schumann
Lois Scott and David May
Veronica Siegel

† Deceased
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Craig Sirles
Marilyn Slattery 
Dr. Timothy Gallagher and Mr. Andrew 

Sokol
Dr. Paul and Shirley Stanley
Stacy Straub
Nancy and Ira Sussman
Lindsay and Anthony Tako
Jaclyn Tholl Tolinski and Ross Tolinski
Adrienne and Edward Traisman
Dana Shepard Treister and  

Dr. Michael Roy Treister
Lynda Van Duerm
David J. Varnerin
Cari and Robert Vieregg
Vintage Ballerina Room
Erica Volk
Albert Walavich
Annie Wallis and Tom Whitehead
Genevieve Weeks
Olga Weiss and Dr. George Honig
Susan L. Welsh
Amy and Chad Williams
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
William Ziemann
Julie and Daniel Zuckerman

$1,500–$2,499
Anonymous (2)
Greg Albiero and Mark Zampardo
Evelyn Alter
Catharine Bell
Leigh and Henry Bienen
Heiji Choy Black and Brian Black
Anne and Michael Brody
Melanie Brown
Dr. J Kamala Buckner
Jaya Canaan
Nick Cave and Robert Faust
Jenelle and Steve Chalmers
Rowland Chang
Jane Colman
Mary and James Connelly
Erin Court
Carol and Bob Cudd
Janet and R. Cummings
Terri and Alfred D’Ancona
Catherine Danz and Robert Schildgen
Courtney DeBaun
Toni Diprizio
Susan Duman

Ms. Helen L. Dunbeck and  
Dr. John Zimmermann

Marilyn and Allen Eager
Andrew Fay
Aura de la Fuente
Nancy Giampietro
Patricia and Michael Gillian
Ingrid Gould
Beverly Grossman
Betty and Ed Harris
Diana E. Harris
Leigh Ann and Michael Herman
Julie Hoffmann
George Jones
Lauren Keane
Gloria and Dan Kearney
The Kellcie Fund
Andrew Kitick
John C & Carol Anderson Kunze
Ms. Donna M. LaPietra and  

Mr. William Kurtis
Travis Larson
Lucy and Ken Lehman
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Litwin
Steven Mayer and Carole Schecter
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Julianne Migely
Judie Moore Green
Sarah Moore and David Moore
Amy Morton
Barbara and David Moser
Stephanie Murray
Danijela and Sergey Neckrysh
Ken Norgan†
Julian Oettinger
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Pacholick
Mandy Pasquale
Donna Marie Pawl-Smith
Sheryl and Daniel Perlman
Philip Pierce
Terri and Michael Reyes
Alan Ronson
Jennifer and Shawn Fabian
Sahara Enterprises, Inc. Fund at The 

Chicago Community Foundation
Molly and Brian Schirf
Patricia and William Schmalzl
Terry Schwartz
Rachel Seltzer
Hiren Shah
Brian Smith and Geyer Morford

Salme Harju Steinberg and  
Michael Steinberg

Patricia Sternberg
Lonnie Stewart
Carol Stone
Dr. Mark Majkowski and  

Ms. Kathleen Swien
Deborah Taggart
Andrea and Mark Taylor
Kay and Craig Tuber
Steven Tumen
Daniel Voelker
Rosemarie Waleska
Edward Weil
Roy Wesley
Tom and Elizabeth Wippman
Scott Yonover

$1,000–$1,499
Anonymous (3)
Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider
Mollie Alexander
Kristine Anderson and Tom Coonan
Melissa Babcock
Alicia Bassuk
Margaret Bates
Susan and Donald Belgrad
Kenneth and Laura Berk
Barbara Bermudez 
Dwayne Brice
Karen Brosius
Sophia Bross
Ally and Suzette Bulley
Susan Burman
Bonnie Bush and John Peart
Maureen and Scott Byron
Julius Carter
Sally and John Carton
Ofelia Casillas
Kristine Cherek
Keith Clayton
Tim Coleman
Catherine Cooper and  

Marshall Greenwald
Mrs. Erin C. Court and  

Mr. Stephen Court
Emma Crossman
Harris Associates
Charlotte and Lawrence Damron
Stephen Degenhardt
Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Carolyn Demaret

† Deceased
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M. J. Demetras
Wendy Eager
Kelly Finzer
Geoffrey Allen Flick
Adrian Fulea
Greg and Christine Gallagher
Katie Gleason
Linda Conviser Glick
Walter & Karla Goldschmidt Foundation
Colette and Gerald Gordon 
Delta Greene
Amy and Bob Greenebaum
Suzanne and Christopher Hagen
Max and Tonja Hall
Julie Harron
Ross and Andrea Heim
Hannah Higgins and Joseph Reinstein
Arica Hilton
Courtney and Sebastian Hoffmann
Horizons Foundation
Rose Houston
Mary Ittelson
Elaine and Steven Jaharis
Eric Janssen
M.J. Jiaras
Dr. Maryl R. Johnson
Curt Kaplan
Myrna W. Kaplan
Drs. Kristi L. Kirschner and  

Raymond H. Curry
Kyle and Kate Lattner
William Leakakos
Elsie and Henry Loeb
The MacDougal Family Foundation
Kathleen and Gerard Maynard
Kerry McCartan
Scott McCausland
Chloe Mendel Corgan
Julie Miles
Lydia Mitchell
Robert and Lois Moeller
Mr. and Mrs. C. Barry Montgomery
Steven Morris
David Moscow
Ann and Tom Nash
Maurine Neiberg and Robert Sloan
Stephanie Nelson
Jamin and Phoebe Nixon
Cynthia Noble
Therese Obringer
Janet Oppenheimer

Mr. Jonathan F. Orser
Victoria Parrott
Ross Pearlman
Joseph Phillips
Rhoda Pierce
Brooke Reotutar
Laura Ferrell and Grant Riedesel
Rebecca Riley
Trisha Rooney
Alex and Anne Ross
Alan Rottman
Joseph Rubinelli
John Ryan and Margaret Silliker
Jane Nicholl Sahlins and Bernard Sahlins
Sergey Savin
Cheryl and John Seder
Karen Segal and Christopher Segal
Marcey and Kenneth Siegel
Cynthia Shewan
Alyssa Skekloff
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Steven Smutny
Olga Stambler
Sara Crown Star and James Star
Becca and Eric Stone
Sandra Sweet
Lauren Tom and Curt Kaplan
Eunice Valdivia
Robert and Etti Van Etten
Shala Wagh
Peter Wasik
David and Pamela Waud
LaDonna and Gary Wicklund
Tom Wood
Thomas Yoder 
Alice and Herb Zarov
Alisa Zhou

$500–$999
Anonymous (3)
Sylvia Alston
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Amend
Patricia Ames and Robert Frenier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Arensman
Marcia and Rick Ashton
Keri and Phillip Bahar
Ellen Baras
Sandra Bass
Marcia and Jay Baylin 
Martha Bell
Jeanne Brett

Giovanna and Henry Breu 
Anais Bueno
Jennifer Caignon
Janna and David Caldarelli
Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels
Jane and John Chapman
Geetaben Chaudhari
Antonia Contro and George Marquisos
John Crowe
Michael Crowley
Judith Desenis and E. Scott Peterson
Frank and Faith Dusek
Emily Duym
Krystina Fisher
Susan Fortino-Brown
The Fortnightly of Chicago
The Friedman Family Foundation
Robert Friedman Family Foundation
Mary and Fred Garzino
Medora Geary
Patricia Gentry
Connie & Nicole Gerber
Stacy and Joseph Giles
TGBE | Taryn Gluskin Brand Experience
Helyn Goldenberg and Michael Alper
Kenneth Goodson
Amy and Michael Gordon
Ada Mary Gugenheim and Jon Will
Marjorie Habermann
Meghan Hammond
Hillary Hanas
Andre Hansford
Betty and Edward Harris
Ronne Hartfield and Robert Hartfield
Richard Higginbotham
Cynthia Hunt and Philip Rudolph
Tamara Jackson
Karen and Matthew Kaplan
Cynthia Kelly
Polly Kintzel
Margaret and Thomas Kittle-Kamp
Ms. Sue Klein and Mr. William Klein
Agnieszka Klus
Emily and Christopher Knight
Peter Kupferberg
Carol and Jack Kunze
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Jacob Lieber
Peter Litton
Elaine Liu
Ann Logue and Rik Lantz

† Deceased
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Terese Lomasney
Tracy McCormick
Blythe and Mark McGarvie 
Kristin Michaels
Danny Miller
Molly Miner
Catherine Moore
Brian Morgan
Regina Murphy and Mark Etzel
Maggie and Michael Murzanski
Tony & Andy Nocchiero
John Nordgren
Angie Ostrowski
Sara Paretsky and S. Courtenay Wright
Katherine Patch
Lynn and Melvin Pearl
Corissa Pennow
Jean Perkins
Helene and Norman Raidl
Josh Raymond
Kathleen and Henry Renken
Janice Rodgers
Desiree Rogers
Matilda Rose (and her family)
Jennifer Ross
Elva Rubio
Camille Kearns Rudy
Peggy and Gerald Ruff
Anne Ruzicka and Tony Ruzicka
Anne Scheyer
Onnie and Steven Scheyer
Snjezana Sego
Kate Shepherd
Elisa Shlofrock-Zusman
Megan Susko
Christopher Thiel
Carol and James Trapp
Jennifer Tscherney
Noren Ungaretti
Jeanette and Peter Van Nice
Erin Vanden Brook
Sarah Venuti Yates
John Vinci
Kirsten Vogeley and William Winschief
Karin Wagner 
Jason Warth
Abigail and Adam Wasserman
I.B. and Thomas Weil 
Tina and Peter Weil
Karen and Richard Weiland
Kimberly and Thomas Wilson

Andrea and Rich Winship
Linda Woloshin
Marcie Wright
Stephanie Yancey
Mildred Zebrak
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Zentner

$300–$499
Anonymous 
Richard J Abram and Paul Chandler
Mary Anthony
Todd Baisch and Alan Woodard
Priscilla Barlow
Irene Berkey
Betsy and Larry Bluestone
Jared Bottorff
Andrea Brands
Karson Carpenter
Danny Carroll
Susan Chernoff
Jennifer Coyne
Dana Iverson
Janet and Tomas Palubinskas
Zachary & Michele DeVos
Althea Dinglasan
Katherine Dold
Kathryn Engelhardt
Susan and Alexander Faurot
Stephen Foster
Susan and Paul Freehling
Phyllis Funkenbusch
Donna and Glenn Gabanski
Christine Geiger
Sharon Glickman and Gary Wiesman
Susan Goldman and James Pellegrino
Bruce Goldstick
Michael Halberstam and Jack Segal
Donald Hermann and Jonathan Janott
Douglas Hogarth
Qi and Steven Holtzman
Kathleen Hosty
Jane Hunt
Katie Jakola
The Jewett family
Jill S Johnston
Marissa Kalman and Gregg Kalman
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Kasten
Krista D. Kauper
Debra Kerr
Helen Kim
Derek and Sarah Ladgenski

Janet Lang 
Stephen Lans
Mary LaQua
Sharon and William Lear
Faith and Raymond Lee
Rebecca Lindamood
Krista Linn
Ericka Lopez
Jamey Lundblad and Bill Melamed
Kieran Mahoney
Sandra Mangurian
Doug Masters
Fiona McCarthy 
Amy and Kevin McJoynt
Patricia and Raymond Mehler
Beverly and Wallace Mook
Dr. Celeste D. Kaliski and  

Dr. David D. Morimoto
Patricia Morrow
David Muschler
James R. Nadder
Mary Nasenbenny
Elizabeth Nye
Elizabeth Oates
Patricia and John O’Neal
Craig Peterson
Karen Pierce
Andrew and Judy L. Porte
Usha Raj
Ilene Reinitz
Thomas Roberts
Mark Roeser
Joanne and Frank Schell
Susan Schwartz
Paola Sebastianelli
Mary and Charles Shea
Timothy C. Sherck
Diana and Robert Simon
John Slattery and Mary Fitzgerald
Paula and Chad Smith
Joanna Stasiek
Tammy and Eric Steele
Susie and John Sultan
Heidi Swiss
Kenneth A East & Timothy J Thurlow
Peter Tortorello
Jamila Trimuel
Eunice Valdivia
Nina von Moltke
Susanne Wagner
Carol Walter

† Deceased
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Mr. and Mrs. John R. Walter
Ann M Warren
Micy Windom 
Regina Witkowski and  

Kenneth Witkowski
Kristen Zavertnik
Dave Zehner

Image courtesy of Joffrey Archives.
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SAVE THE DATE
JOFFREY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026
7–11PM
SEE YOU ON THE DANCE FLOOR
JOFFREY.ORG/CELEBRATION

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

Joffrey Artist Laila Madison. Photo by Evan Jenkins.
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend thanks to those who 
provide us with funding that ensures quality and engaging 
experiences for a variety of audiences. The following is a list 
of those who made contributions in honor or in memory of 
someone in the amount of $300 or more between  
November 1, 2024 to January 15, 2026. Although space does 
not permit us to list all of our friends, we are grateful for the 
support from each and every one of our loyal donors. 

IN HONOR OF

2024–2025 Joffrey Company Artists 
From Linda Novak

Academy Faculty 
From Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove

Emily Arch 
From Terese Lomasney

Halie Braden 
From Elizabeth Donnelly

Greg Cameron 
From Phillip and Keri Bahar, Kristi Kirschner and  
Raymond Curry, Ronny and Robert Hartfield,  
Weston Foundation, Scott Yonover

Ellen Distelheim 
From Carol Stone

Fred Eychaner 
From Roy Wesley, John Vinci

Dana Hokin Garvey 
From Sophia P. Bross

Joanna Hwu 
From John Ambrose

Anne L. Kaplan 
From Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider, Maggie Baczkowski, 
Susan and Donald Belgrad, Leslie Bluhm and David Helfand, 
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul, Susan Burman, Greg 
Cameron and Greg Thompson, Bette Cerf Hill and Bruce 
Sagan, Carol and Bob Cudd, Alex Cyrus, Marily and Larry 
Fields, Ronald Foreman, Philip Friedmann, Aura de la 
Fuente, Adrian Fulea, Helyn Goldenberg and Michael Alper, 
Mr. And Mrs. Paul Gray, King and Caryn Harris, Linda and 
Alan Harris, Fay Hartog-Levin, Julie Hoffmann,  Jean Kaplan, 
Karen and Matthew Kaplan, Mr. And Mrs. Michael Kaplan, 
Christina and Richard Karger, Nancy Wilcox Karger, Beth 
and Kenneth Karmin, Shawn Donnelley and Christopher 
Kelly, Anne and Zachary Lazar,  Janet and Thomas Leopold, 
Anne Lerner, Felicia and Ronald Levin, Henry Loeb, Jessica 
and Torjus Lundevall, Anne and Keith Moffat, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Susan G. Oleari, Rhoda Pierce, Cheryl 
and John Seder, Susie and John Sultan, Elizabeth and Jeffrey 
Sharp, Brian Smith and Geyer Morford, Caryn and Gerold 
Skurnick, Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz, Robin 
M. Steans, Susie and John Sultan, Elaine Sun and Charlie 
Kaplan, Kay and Craig Tuber, Steven Tumen, Edward Weil, 
Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson

Suzanne Lopez 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Jim McDonough 
From Therese Obringer

Farissa Knox 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Brian Smith and Geyer Morford 
From James and Mary Connelly

Courtney Shea 
From Elaine and Steven Jaharis, Lois Scott and David May

Elizabeth Sharp 
From Mary Jo and Doug Basler, Susan and Alexander Faurot, 
Mark and Connie Gerber, Jane C. Hunt, Wende Fox Lawson

Linda Swayze 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Lauren Tatar 
From Bruce and Lauri Zessar

Ashley Wheater 
From Shirley and Paul Stanley, Pamela and Roger Weston

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
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IN MEMORY OF

Beverly Ballard 
From Lexis Blitstein	

John and Marilyn Brazzale 
From John Brazzale

Carolyn Jean Conant 
From Marci Holzer

Richard H. Driehaus 
From Anonymous

Katherine “Katie” Flynn 
From Mary Flynn

Eric B Eatherly  
From Nancy Follis

Leonard Goldstein 
From Darcy Goldfarb

Elizabeth Hankey 
From Anne Forman

Judi Jecmen 
From Jessica Jecmen

Carol Matthey Miner 
From Molly Miner

Michael Miner 
From Molly Miner	

Dianne M. Nishimura 
From Joanna Stasiek

Bruce Sagan 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson,  
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner, Joan Hall, Heling Olson, 
Jane Nicholl Sahlins, Andrew Shi

Maureen Dwyer Smith 
From Melissa Babcock, Mary Jo and Doug Basler,  
Prudence and Frank Beidler, Suzette and Allan Bulley III, 
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson, Shelley and William 
Farley, Sharon K. Hoge, Marci Holzer, ITW, Anne L. Kaplan, 
Brian Morgan, Chuck Smith, Deborah and Peter Smith,  
Mr. Edward B. Smith, Jr., Paula Smith, Lisbeth Stiffel,  
Pam and Russ Strobel, Jeanette Van Nice, David Waud

George Stenger 
From Anne Pelczar	

Jim Swartchild 
From Nancy Wilcox Karger

Irene Stoesser 
From Peggy and Gerald Ruff

Robert Welsh 
From Susan Welsh

Priscilla Wheater 
From Shirley and Paul Stanley	

Carey Rose Winski 
From Evelyn Alter

Joseph Michael Zinsky 
From Linda Levey
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REMEMBER THE 
JOFFREY BALLET  
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS

The Star Society is a visionary group of 
ballet enthusiasts who have made special 
commitments in their estate plans to 
ensure the Joffrey’s remarkable work 
continues for generations to come. 

Members of Joffrey’s Star Society receive 
exciting benefits each Season including: 

 

 � �Recognition in Joffrey’s season 
programs 

 

 � ��Invitations to exclusive Star Society 
appreciation events 

 

 � �Insider updates from the Joffrey team 
 

 � �Opportunities to connect with Joffrey 
Company Artists and the Artistic team 

For more information on joining  
the Star Society and leaving your 
legacy at Joffrey, please contact

KRISTEN BIGHAM  
Director of Major & 
Planned Gifts  
312.386.8962 

kbigham@joffrey.org

Joffrey Company Artists Anais Bueno and Stefan Gonçalvez. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.

LEAVE A 
LEGACY 
THAT  
MOVES 
PEOPLE

2025–2026 SEASON  |  THE NUTCRACKER
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THE JOFFREY BALLET 

STAR 
SOCIETY

THE JOFFREY BALLET STAR SOCIETY
Anonymous (16)
Michael Spencer Albert 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Allen 
Patty Perkins Andringa 
Melissa M. Babcock 
Pamela J. Block 
Joan and Jeff † Blumenthal
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson 
Jacqueline Caputo 
Charles Capwell and Isabel Wong 
Nisha Carpenter and Naomi Carpenter 
Anne Chapman and Joshua Green 
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper 
The Cox Trust 
Marc DeMoss
Helen Elkiss 
Deborah Engle 
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner 
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark 
David Finkel 
Christine B. Fisher 
Kim Folta
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner 
Michael Goldberger 
Sue-Gray Goller 
Larry and Michelle Goodman 
Martin John Gorbien M.D. 
Sandi and Barry Hartstein 
Dale and Becky Heiking 
Marci and Ronald Holzer 
Kathy and Glenn Ihrig 
Jessica Jagielnik 
Dar Johnson 
Marybeth Cass Johnson
Marsha Kamen 
Anne L. Kaplan 
Myrna W. Kaplan 
Arthur Stewart Kerr and  

Marcia Davis Kerr 
Paul A. Kobasa 
Tracey F. Konicek 
John C and Carol Anderson Kunze 
Dr. Lynda Lane  
Henrietta Leary  
Linda Levey 
Marsha Lieberman 
Mary Lu Linnane
Philip Lumpkin 
Sean and Heather Martin  

John McAllister 
Kevin C. McGirr  
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch 
Anne Simon Moffat and  

Prof. John Keith Moffat 
Dr. Elaine Moor 
Julie Willis Moore, in memory of 

Victoria Shiflet Cress 
Eileen M. Murray
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander 
Jonathan F. Orser 
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

Gabrielle Ortiz 
Susan Peet 
D. Elizabeth Price  
Alyssa Quinlan 
Christine and Daniel Rahill 
Camille Kearns Rudy 
Eric C. Schieber MD  
Douglas M. Schmidt 
Heidi Schultz 
Terry A. Schwartz 
Thomas G. Sinkovic  
Craig Sirles  
Marilyn Slattery  
Brian Smith 
Carl Smith and Brian Treglown
Rita Spitz 
Marjorie Staples
Constance Steinhaus 
Jeanette Stevens 
Michael Nicholas Sutko 
Marlene A. Van Skike  
Stephen and Leslie Warner  
Ron and Ann Waters  
Magnes Welsh  
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana and Stuart Widman  
Amanda Williamson and  

Matthew Johnson 
Shannon Stone-Winding and  

Derrick Winding 
Andrea and Rich Winship  
Laurie Wood 
Patrick and Patrice Wooldridge
Maria Wynne
Mrs. Anna Mary Zarrelli 

We extend special thanks to members of Joffrey’s  
Star Society for the visionary commitments they have  
made in their estate plans. This generous support ensures 
that the Joffrey will continue dancing far into the future, 
illuminating the lives of audiences and students with the 
transformative power of ballet.

† Deceased

LEGACY GIFTS TO THE JOFFREY BALLET
The Joffrey Ballet is incredibly grateful for the 
following legacy gifts received within the past three 
years. These individuals are remembered for their 
remarkable generosity and commitment to the 
Joffrey’s mission.

Audre D. Carlin
Christine DuBoulay Ellis
James D. Drury
Sonia Florian
Georgia Lee Funsten
Barbara Henigbaum Papp
Marti and Gary Kruse
Richard Schieler
Elaine Soter
Susan T. Strauss
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JOIN US 
FOR

TAPESTRY
WEAVING EQUITY FOR ARTS EDUCATION

MAY 6, 2026
6:00PM - 9:00PM 
THE FOUR SEASONS 
HOTEL CHICAGO

HONORING:
ZACH LAZAR & 
CAPITAL GROUP

EQUITY IN ARTS 
EDUCATION AWARDEE:
THE JOFFREY BALLET
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EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
GREG CAMERON 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

GRAINGER ACADEMY
Suzanne Lopez 
Abbott Academy Director 
Keesha Beckford 
Dance Lab Program Liaison
Oğulcan Borova 
Head of Studio Company and  
Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois 
Head of Contemporary Ballet  
Trainee Program
Brianna Brandon 
Academy Managing Director
Alex Bray 
Lead Academy Services Associate
Jason Butler 
Academy Registrar and Student Life Manager
Raúl Casasola 
Head of Adult Division and Principal Teacher
Karin Ellis-Wentz 
Head of Conservatory and  
Pre-Professional Program
Amy Giancarlo  
Head of Children’s Program to Academy
Meghann Mueller 
Adaptive Program Liaison
Hannah Ogunnubi 
Academy Production Coordinator
Megan Peters 
Academy Student Services Specialist
Deirdre Shore 
Academy Services Associate 
Rhiannon Spoelhof 
Academy Marketing and  
Communications Coordinator

ADVANCEMENT
Brian Smith 
Chief Advancement Officer
Ellen Bialek 
Associate Director of Individual Giving 
Kristen Bigham 
Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Colene Byrd 
Director of Sales & Patron Services
Jade Capua 
Associate Director of Marketing
Daria Caravette 
Institutional Giving Manager
Bryce Coachman 
Patron Services Associate
Julia Doherty 
Artistic Innovation Fund Project Manager
Sarah Fiala 
Marketing Director
Sarah Freeman 
Development Assistant 
Sarah Geocaris 
Director of Individual Giving

Emmy Hensley 
Annual Giving Manager
Alex Hinand 
Director of Development Operations 
Ramsey Hoey 
Communications and Digital Media Director
Austin Jennings 
Patron Services Supervisor
Caity Kirchberg 
Major and Planned Gifts Manager
Lily Koltun 
Marketing Coordinator
Claire Leon 
Patron Services Associate
Carolyn McCabe 
Digital Strategy Manager
Alexandra Michel 
Director of Events and Corporate Partnerships
Alicia Petrone 
Associate Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Ryan Sandy 
Patron Services Associate
Meaghan Smallwood 
Director of Development
Sierra Taylor 
Patron Services Associate
Elina Walchuk 
Patron Services Associate

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC
Nicolas Blanc 
Rehearsal Director
Adam Blyde 
Rehearsal Director
Jorge Ivars 
Company Pianist 
Christine Rocas 
Rehearsal Director
Scott Speck 
Music Director & Principal Conductor
Jared Wright 
Company Pianist

COMPANY ADMINISTRATION  
AND PRODUCTION
Cody Chen 
General Manager 
Gregg Benkovich 
Shoe Manager
Matthew Carney 
Head Electrician
Ellie Cotey 
Costume Manager 
Catherine Eby 
Company Manager
Amanda Heuermann 
Stage Manager
Jerica Hucke 
Draper
Barbara Luchsinger 
Lead Stitcher
Chris Maravich 
Lighting and Video Supervisor
Alyssa Pietrzyk 
Stitcher 
Finlay Ross 
Audio Engineer 

Bridget Rzymski  
Head of Hair and Makeup
Katherine Selig 
Principal Stage Manager
Joshua Stenger  
Artistic and Production Fellow
Adam Todd 
Head Carpenter
Joshua Townsend 
Carpenter/Flyperson 
Shandee Vaughan 
Production Manager
Cassandra Westover 
Head Props 
John Wilson 
Assistant Electrician/Programmer
Scott Wolfson 
Technical Supervisor 
Kevin Woodrow 
Artistic Administrator and Assistant to the 
Artistic Director

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Linda Swayze 
Director of Community Engagement
Ivy Anderson 
Community Engagement Program 
Coordinator
Annika Hileman 
Community Engagement  
Program Coordinator
Julianna Jarik 
Community Engagement Manager
Ari Meixner 
Community Engagement  
Business Administrator 
Michael Smith 
Community Engagement Program Supervisor

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
Shari Massey 
Deputy Director & Chief Financial Officer 
Michelle Dunbar 
Human Resources Generalist 
Katie Dysard 
Staff Accountant 
Paul Key 
Director of Technology 
John Kurtz 
Director of Facility Operations
Gee Hoon Lim 
Director of Finance 
Lauren Martin 
Assistant to the President & CEO
Emily Rasmussen 
Office & Facilities Coordinator
Pablo Sanchez 
Board Relations Manager
Luisa Torres 
IT Technician
Stephanie Valls-Yanez  
Payroll and Accounting Coordinator
Sarah Venuti Yates 
Director of Human Resources

JOFFREY STAFF LISTING
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AMERICAN ICONS 
 
Scott Speck 
Music Director and 
Principal Conductor

Robert McConnell 
Guest Conductor

 
VIOLIN I 
Kathleen Brauer 
Concertmaster

Bing Jing Yu 
Assistant Concertmaster

Cristina Buçiu 
Jennifer Cappelli 
Karin Gambell 
Renée-Paule Gauthier 
Karym Macfarlane 
 
VIOLIN II 
John Mafarlane 
Principal Second Violin

John D. Robinson 
Assistant Principal 

Injoo Choi 
Irene Radetzky 
David Volfe

VIOLA 
Rebecca Swan 
Principal

Amy Hess                                       
Assistant Principal

Kunjing Dai 
Joey Fischer

CELLO 
Nomin Zolzaya 
Principal

Isidora Nojkovic 
Assistant Principal

Ben Fryxell 
Mara McClain

BASS 
Samuel Shuhan 
Principal

Collins Trier 
Assistant Principal

Andrew L. W. Anderson

FLUTE 
Scott Metlicka 
Principal

FLUTE/PICCOLO  
Karin Ursin

OBOE 
Paul Lueders 
Principal

CLARINET 
Susan Warner 
Principal

Trevor O’Riordan

BASSOON 
Preman Tilson 
Principal

HORN 
Fritz Foss 
Principal

Neil Kimel

TRUMPET 
Rebecca Oliverio 
Principal

Mike Brozick

TROMBONE 
Jeremy Moeller 
Principal

BASS TROMBONE 
David Becker

TIMPANI 
Rich Janicki 
Principal

PERCUSSION 
Douglas Waddell 
Principal

Michael Kozakis

HARP 
Lynn Williams 
Principal

PIANO 
Jorge Ivars

ORGAN 
Douglas Cleveland 
John W. W. Scherer

LIBRARIAN 
Crozet Duplantier

ORCHESTRA 
PERSONNEL MANAGER 
Christine Janicki

MEMBERS OF THE 
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA



The Joffrey Ballet  |  51

2025–2026 SEASON  |  AMERICAN ICONS

JOFFREY TOWER  |  10 EAST RANDOLPH STREET  |  CHICAGO, IL 60601  |  JOFFREY.ORG

Joffrey Company Artists Anais Bueno and Stefan Gonçalvez. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.


