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Welcome to Eugene Onegin,

Good things take time! Choreographer Yuri Possokhov and I began conversations  
about creating a new Eugene Onegin several years ago. Yuri grew up reading  
Alexander Pushkin’s novel-in-verse. I have always been touched by this story of love, 
rejection, jealousy, and loss.

200 years ago, Pushkin was midway through writing this story, a process which took sixteen 
years from inception to publication. The work is as much a poem as a novel: written 
in iambic tetrameter. Yuri’s choreography captures this poetic sense, with allegorical 

“seasons” marking the passage of time. Pushkin’s words are integrated with the dance.  
Ilya Demutsky’s score captures the sweep of the Russian seasons. Scenic design, by Tom 
Pye, continues the metaphor, with carriage, pistols, a massive colonnade and classical 
portico suggesting “transition,” “tragedy,” and “alienation.” As the final scene morphs 
from a grand ballroom to a wintry countryside, we anticipate the lonely conclusion.

We are pleased to include costume designer, Tim Yip, projection designer, Finn Ross,  
and lighting designer, Jim French in the creative team. We are grateful to production 
partner, San Francisco Ballet and artistic director Tamara Rojas, for supporting Yuri’s  
vision and helping us bring this ballet to the stage.

We recognize ourselves in Pushkin’s characters: Tatiana’s naive romance, Onegin’s aloof 
charm, Olga’s vulnerability to flattery, Lensky’s jealousy. 

I hope you enjoy the performance,

Ashley

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

The Joffrey Ballet

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

ASHLEYASHLEY
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In dance, a breathtaking lift begins before anyone leaves the ground. In the moment 
before the ascent, there is trust.

The strength of the Joffrey is built on the same exchange — through trusted partnerships. 
Among artists and musicians, production and administrative teams, board members, 
funders, and supporters, every production thrives on a shared belief. That is the unseen 
architecture of live performance.

How does a ballet company endure for seventy years? Artistry and ambition are the 
catalysts. But longevity ultimately depends on generations of people investing in one 
another and in the future of the art form. 

Robert Joffrey understood that ballet survives through reinvention. It would always require 
communities, working collaboratively, to push the boundaries of what is possible. That 
spirit remains evident on this stage, in our partnership with the Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
through our co-production with San Fransico Ballet, through our work with Chicago Public 
Schools, which brings dance to students across every corner of the city, and so much more. 

As our 70th anniversary season draws to a close, it feels especially fitting to end with a 
Chicago premiere. Yuri Possokhov’s Eugene Onegin arrived through an extraordinary 
collective effort — one sustained by supporters who believed in the work while it was 
still evolving in the studio. We invite you to turn to page seven to see the many partners 
whose generosity helped bring a project of this magnitude to life.

Thank you for being part of our historic season, and for lifting the Joffrey into its next 
seventy years. 

Sincerely, 

	
Greg Cameron	 James D. McDonough
President and CEO 	 Board Chair
The Joffrey Ballet	 The Joffrey Ballet

GREG & JIMGREG & JIM
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JOFFREY 
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The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

GREG CAMERON 
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JAMES D. MCDONOUGH 
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GERALD ARPINO 
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ROBERT JOFFREY 
Founder

Joffrey Company Artist Olivia Duryea. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.
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The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 

President and CEO GREG CAMERON 

Board Chair JAMES MCDONOUGH 

Founder GERALD ARPINO 

Founder ROBERT JOFFREY

LIVE ACCOMPANIMENT BY  
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA

Music Director and Principal Conductor 
SCOTT SPECK

Guest Conductor MARTIN WEST

Choreographer YURI POSSOKHOV

Music ILYA DEMUTSKY

Libretto VALERIY PECHEYKIN

Based on the Novel by ALEXANDER PUSHKIN

Scenic Designer TOM PYE

Costume Designer TIM YIP

Lighting Designer JIM FRENCH

Projection Designer FINN ROSS

Assistants to the Choreographer ADAM BLYDE and 
FRANCES CHUNG

Project Manager DONNA BACHMAN

Assistant Lighting Designer ERIN EARLE FLEMING

Assistant Projection Designer SIMON HARDING

Property Supervisor LILY MOLLGAARD

World Premiere: January 23, 2026–San Francisco Ballet,  
War Memorial Opera House; San Francisco, California

This production of Eugene Onegin is a co-production of  
The Joffrey Ballet and San Francisco Ballet

Scenic construction and painting by Bay Productions Limited.  
Costume construction by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop.
Texts reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.

Eugene 
Onegin

Joffrey Company Artists Victoria Jaiani and Alberto Velazquez. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.



The Joffrey Ballet  |  7

2025–2026 SEASON  |  EUGENE ONEGIN
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PROLOGUE 
Eugene Onegin, a fashionable but 
emotionally detached young aristocrat, 
inherits his uncle’s country estate. 
Unmoved by rural life, he arrives in the 
provinces restless and disenchanted with 
life both in the city and countryside.

ACT 1  |  SPRING
How sad I find your apparition,
O spring!… O time of love’s unrest!
What sombre echoes of ambition
Then stir my blood and fill my breast!
 
The spirits of nature announce the arrival  
of spring.

At the Larins’ family estate, the light-
hearted Olga and her introspective, 
bookish sister Tatiana anxiously await the 
arrival of guests. The youthful and romantic 
Vladimir Lensky, who is engaged to Olga, 
emerges from a carriage, introducing his 
new friend Eugene Onegin to Olga’s family.

Tatiana is captivated by Onegin’s 
sophisticated aloofness, and her 
imagination fills in what he withholds. In a 
moment of emotional honesty, she writes 
him a passionate letter confessing her 
love. At dawn, she convinces her nanny 
to deliver the letter, placing her fate in 
Onegin’s hands.

Onegin rejects Tatiana’s sentiment, saying 
he is unsuitable for marriage. Returning her 
letter, his refusal is profoundly painful.

The spring spirits are replaced by the 
summer spirits.

ACT 2  |  SUMMER
Our northern summers, though, are versions
of southern winters, this is clear;
And though we’re loath to cast aspersions,
They seem to go before they’re here!

In the Larin home, Tatiana and Olga, 
surrounded by friends, are divining 
their fates and the names of their future 
husbands with an old book.

Tatiana reads from the book, places it 
under her pillow, and upon falling asleep 
has a wild dream filled with frightening 
creatures, including rabbits, a boar, a wolf, 
an owl, a goat, and a horse, followed by the 
eerie presence of Olga and Lensky.  
A foreboding bear appears, while forcing 
Tatiana to dance with him, the bear seizes 
Lensky and stabs him with a knife. As 
Lensky falls, the bear removes its head 
and gloves; it is Onegin standing before 
her. The dream plunges into darkness. 
This ominous vision predicts Onegin’s 
future destructive influence on her life 
and the lives around her, and his eventual 
possessive desire for her, even as it 
highlights her subconscious fears and 
desires.

The summer spirits appear.

At Tatiana’s name-day celebration, an 
irritated and bored Onegin flirts openly 
with Olga. Lensky, humiliated and 
jealous, challenges his friend to a duel. 
What begins as wounded pride ends in 
irreversible tragedy.

20 MINUTE INTERMISSION  

SYN
O

PSIS
SYN

O
PSIS

*by Andrey Kneller
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ACT 3  |  AUTUMN
The sky breathed autumn, turned and darkled;
The friendly sun less often sparkled;
The days grew short…

The spirits of autumn dance.

Lensky appears, tormented at facing a 
duel with his dear friend. At dawn, Onegin 
senselessly and mechanically kills Lensky. 
The tragic death shatters the lives of all 
involved. Onegin quickly departs the 
countryside. Despite the shocking news 
of Lensky’s death, Olga quickly moves 
on, marrying a soldier she meets with 
remarkable ease. Tatiana is left to reckon 
with loss and disillusionment.

How sad that youth, with all its power,
Was given us in vain, to burn;
That we betrayed it every hour,
And were deceived by it in turn;
That all our finest aspirations,
Our brightest dreams and inspirations,
Have withered with each passing day
Like leaves dank autumn rots away

ACT 4  |  WINTER
I’ve known great beauties proudly distant,
As cold and chaste as winter snow;
Implacable, to all resistant,
Impossible for mind to know;
I’ve marvelled at their haughty manner,
Their natural virtue’s flaunted banner;
And I confess, from them I fled,
As if in terror I had read
Above their brows the sign of Hades:

“Abandon Hope, Who Enter Here!”

Years later, in St Petersburg, Onegin 
encounters Tatiana again. Now a poised 
woman and married to Prince Gremin, 
he is captivated by her beauty and 
transformation from country girl to 
established, sophisticated woman. Onegin 
realizes too late that he loves her.

Confessing his love to Tatiana, he sees the 
mix of joy and sorrow in her expression. 

While it seems she is on the verge of 
reciprocating his feelings, she ultimately 
chooses loyalty and self-command  
over desire.

Tatiana leaves Onegin with his regret.  
As Onegin steps outside, he pays no  
heed to the cold or the wind. He stands, 
gazing at the sky, as if crushed by it.

Storm has set the heavens scowling,
Whirling gusty blizzards wild,
Now they are like beasts a-growling,
Now a-wailing like a child.

Passages taken verbatim from the Oxford 
World’s Classics edition of Eugene Onegin, 
translated by James E. Falen.

RUN TIME  |  2 HOURS AND 20 MINUTES

Costume illustrations for Tatiana and Eugene Onegin by Tim Yip Studio.
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Who’s Who in Eugene Onegin
A brief guide to the dreamers, lovers, and duelers  
of Pushkin’s timeless tale

EUGENE ONEGIN  |  THE WORLDLY CYNIC
A sophisticated man bored by society’s rituals, and by everyone in it. Onegin’s wit  
and detachment make him magnetic but dangerous. He rejects Tatiana’s love when it’s 
sincere, only to chase it when it’s gone forever.

TATIANA LARINA  |  THE DREAMER TURNED REALIST
The quiet, bookish Larina sister. Dreamy and sincere, Tatiana believes in love the way 
others believe in fate. Her heartfelt letter to Onegin marks one of literature’s (and ballet’s) 
most famous confessions. Years later, transformed into a poised woman of society, she 
proves that strength can, in fact, coexist with heartbreak.

OLGA LARINA  |  THE CAREFREE SPIRITED SISTER
Tatiana’s lively, flirtatious sister. Olga is the sun to Tatiana’s moon: where Tatiana is 
introspective, Olga is carefree. A true social butterfly who loves attention, dancing, 
and teasing her devoted fiancé, Lensky. She wins hearts easily but her playful coquetry 
inadvertently sparks tragedy.

VLADIMIR LENSKY  |  THE ROMANTIC POET
A poet, a dreamer, and a true romantic. Deeply in love with Olga, Lensky’s idealism 
collides painfully with Onegin’s cynicism. His jealousy stoked by Onegin’s careless 
flirtation leads him to challenge his best friend to a duel, sealing his own fate.

PRASKOVYA LARINA  |  THE DEVOTED MOTHER
Mother to Tatiana and Olga, she is practical, kind, and deeply traditional. Like any  
mother, she worries over her daughters’ futures with a blend of affection and social 
caution. She represents tradition and domestic life. Values that both daughters, in their 
own ways, outgrow.

FILIPYEVNA: THE NANNY  |  THE HEART OF THE LARINA HOME
Wise, loyal, and full of wisdom. She comforts Tatiana through her lovesick nights and 
carries the ill-fated love letter to Onegin. A steady, human anchor in a story swept away 
by emotion.

PRINCE GREMIN  |  THE STEADFAST MATCH
A noble, kind-hearted general who becomes Tatiana’s husband. His quiet devotion stands 
in contrast to Onegin’s restless pride. In the end, he is the embodiment of steadfast love. 
The one who doesn’t get away and wins Tatiana’s respect.

ZARETSKY  |  THE OPPORTUNIST
A notorious duelist and mischief-maker who delights in conflict. When Lensky challenges 
Onegin, Zaretsky eagerly serves as second, ensuring that pride, not reason, wins the day.

THE SPIRITS OF NATURE  |  THE SHIFTING SEASONS
Ethereal beings who usher in each new season: Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. 
Mirroring the emotional landscape of the story, their presence marks the passage of time, 
love, and fate.
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ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 

Ashley Wheater has dedicated his life to dance. He was born in Scotland and trained at 
The Royal Ballet School in England. He worked with Frederick Ashton, Kenneth MacMillan, 
and Michael Somes in numerous ballets at Covent Garden, including Swan Lake, Sleeping 
Beauty, Giselle, Manon, Anastacia, and The Dream. Wheater danced with Rudolf Nureyev 
in Nureyev and Friends at the London Coliseum.

On Nureyev’s advice, Wheater joined the London Festival Ballet and danced in his Romeo 
and Juliet and Sleeping Beauty. He danced in Glen Tetley’s Sphinx and Greening and in 
Festival Ballet’s large repertoire of classics and new creations. Under the artistic direction 
of John Field, he was promoted to Principal Dancer at the age of 20.

In 1982, he joined the Australian Ballet where he continued dancing principal roles in both 
classical and contemporary work, especially in the John Cranko full-length ballets.

In 1985, at the invitation of Gerald Arpino, Wheater joined The Joffrey Ballet. For the next 
four years, he performed various works by American choreographers including William 
Forsythe, Gerald Arpino, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, and Laura Dean, as well as repertoire  
by Ashton and Cranko.

Joining the San Francisco Ballet in 1989, he continued his creative career working under 
Helgi Tomasson, and with choreographers James Kudelka, David Bintley, and many more. 
In 1997, he retired from dancing and was appointed Ballet Master and, later, Assistant to 
the Artistic Director at the San Francisco Ballet.

Since his appointment in 2007 as artistic director of The Joffrey Ballet, his passion and 
commitment to the Joffrey have been evident in the quality that he has brought to the 
dancing and to the repertoire. He has invited world-renowned choreographers, as well  
as fresh young talent, to create new work for the company. Wheater has added new  
full-length works to the Joffrey’s repertoire, including Lar Lubovitch’s groundbreaking 
Othello, Ronald Hynd’s The Merry Widow, and Yuri Possokhov’s Don Quixote.

In 2008, Wheater was the recipient of the Boeing Game-Changer Award in recognition of 
his commitment to community engagement in Chicago and to the celebration of diversity 
through dance. He sits on the Advisory Board for Dance Magazine, serves as the Artistic 
Advisor for ChiArts, and is the Advisor to the Arts for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois.  
In 2010, Wheater, representing The Joffrey Ballet, was named Lincoln Academy Laureate, 
the highest honor presented by the State of Illinois, and in 2013 the Chicago Tribune 
named him “Chicagoan of the Year.” In 2015, Wheater received the University of Chicago 
Rosenberger Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the Creative and Performing Arts. 
In December 2019, he was appointed to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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GREG CAMERON 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Driven by his lifelong love for the arts, for his hometown, and for connecting with people 
from every background, Greg Cameron leads The Joffrey Ballet as President & CEO, 
responsible for organization-wide administration and strategy. Under Greg’s partnership 
with The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE, the Joffrey has set new 
records at the box office and built the strongest financial foundation in its history. 

His 2013 appointment was the culmination of three decades of work in arts administration 
and philanthropy. “I always loved art, but I wasn’t a great artist,” he says. “I could paint 
by numbers, or I could connect the dots. I realized early on I was a good dot connector. 
I could connect people to each other and help them get involved with the things they 
believe in.” 

As a child in suburban Chicago, Greg ran a makeshift theater out of his garage and 
sold more mints than anyone else for his local YMCA. And as an adult, he turned those 
passions into a career raising funds for the cultural organizations he loves. At the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs; the Art Institute of Chicago; the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, where he rose to the role of Deputy Director and Chief Development Officer;  
and WTTW/WFMT, where he served as COO, Greg dedicated himself to supporting  
art and artists and to creating meaningful experiences for others. 

“The Joffrey brings it all together for me,” he says. “It’s about collaboration,  
partnership with the community, honoring and supporting artists, and telling stories  
that truly move people.”

Today, Greg leads the Joffrey’s efforts to support unforgettable productions and new 
commissions, reach out to organizations and communities across Chicago, and open  
up world-class ballet for audiences from all backgrounds. Throughout the span of his  
40-year career as an arts administrator in Chicago, Greg has volunteered for a wide range 
of nonprofit organizations and civic committees. He currently serves on the Facing History 
and Ourselves Chicago Advisory Board and the State Street SSA Commission. Greg was 
recently honored by the Association of Fundraising Professionals Chicago Chapter with 
their Benjamin Franklin Award, in recognition of the significant achievements throughout 
his long career, serving as a role model for his profession.

BIOS
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SCOTT SPECK  
Music Director & Principal Conductor

With recent performances in London, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, New York, Chicago,  
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Washington, Scott Speck has inspired international 
acclaim as a conductor of passion, intelligence and winning personality.

Scott Speck is one of the most active conductors on Chicago’s cultural scene. In addition 
to his many Joffrey performances, he is Artistic Director of the Chicago Philharmonic, 
and he has become a frequent guest for the Chicago Symphony’s family concerts. He is 
currently the Illinois Council of Orchestras’ Conductor of the Year.

Speck’s concerts with the Moscow RTV Symphony Orchestra in Tchaikovsky Hall garnered 
unanimous praise. His gala performances with Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, 
Renée Fleming, Midori, Evelyn Glennie, and Olga Kern have highlighted his recent 
seasons as Music Director of the Mobile Symphony. He has collaborated with Carnegie 
Hall as Music Director of the West Michigan Symphony. He was invited to the White House 
as former Music Director of The Washington Ballet. 

In recent seasons, Speck has conducted at London’s Royal Opera House at Covent 
Garden, the Paris Opera, New York’s Lincoln Center, Washington’s Kennedy Center, 
Chicago’s Lyric Opera House, San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera House, and the  
Los Angeles Music Center. He has led numerous performances with the symphony 
orchestras of Baltimore, Houston, Chicago, Paris, Moscow, Shanghai, Beijing, Vancouver, 
Romania, and Slovakia, among many others.

Previously, he held positions as Conductor of the San Francisco Ballet; Music Advisor 
and Conductor of the Honolulu Symphony; and Associate Conductor of the Los Angeles 
Opera. During a tour of Asia, he was named Principal Guest Conductor of the China Film 
Philharmonic in Beijing.

Speck is the co-author of two of the world’s best-selling books on classical music for a 
popular audience, Classical Music for Dummies and Opera for Dummies. These books 
have received stellar reviews in the international press and have garnered enthusiastic 
endorsements from major American orchestras. They have been translated into twenty 
languages and are available around the world. His third book in the series, Ballet for 
Dummies, was released to great acclaim as well.

Speck has been a regular commentator on National Public Radio, the BBC,  
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, and Voice of Russia, broadcast throughout the 
world. His writing has been featured in numerous magazines and journals.

Born in Boston, Speck graduated summa cum laude from Yale University. There he 
founded and directed the Berkeley Chamber Orchestra, which continues to perform to 
this day. He was a Fulbright Scholar in Berlin, received his Master’s Degree with highest 
honors from the University of Southern California, served as a Conducting Fellow at the 
Aspen School of Music, and studied at the Tanglewood Music Center.

Scott Speck can be reached at scottspeck.org, and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  
@ScottSpeckMusic.

Photo of Scott by Cheryl Mann.

BIOS
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MARTIN WEST  
Guest Conductor

Martin West leads an orchestra that is as musically excellent as it is adventurous. Under his 
direction, SF Ballet Orchestra has greatly expanded its catalog of recordings.

West studied math at Cambridge. After studying music at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London and St. Petersburg Conservatory of Music, he made his debut with English 
National Ballet and was appointed resident conductor. As a guest conductor, he has 
worked with New York City Ballet, The National Ballet of Canada, and The Royal Ballet.

He was named music director of SF Ballet in 2005. West’s recordings with SF Ballet 
Orchestra include the complete score of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and an album of suites 
from Delibes’ Sylvia and Coppélia. He also conducted for the award-winning DVD of John 
Neumeier’s The Little Mermaid as well as SF Ballet’s televised recording of Nutcracker 
for PBS and the 2015 in-cinema release of Helgi Tomasson’s Romeo & Juliet for Lincoln 
Center at the Movies’ Great American Dance.

YURI POSSOKHOV  
Choreographer 

Yuri Possokhov is among the most active and imaginative ballet choreographers currently 
working. He danced with the Bolshoi Ballet for ten years, rapidly advancing through the 
ranks to principal dancer. While performing, Possokhov studied choreography and ballet 
pedagogy at the State College of Theatrical Arts, completing the five-year course in 1990.

He was a principal dancer for two years with the Royal Danish Ballet before joining the  
San Francisco Ballet (SFB) in 1994, where he was a principal dancer for twelve 
years. Following his retirement as a dancer from SFB, Possokhov was named SFB 
Choreographer-in-Residence in May 2006. He has choreographed 14 ballets for SFB, 
including: Damned, Don Quixote, Study in Motion, Reflections, Firebird, Fusion,  
Diving into the Lilacs, Classical Symphony, RAkU, Francesca da Rimini, The Rite of Spring, 
and Swimmer. One of Possokhov’s early works — Magrittomania received an Isadora 
Duncan Dance Award for Outstanding Choreography.

He has created three full-length ballets for the Bolshoi Ballet: Cinderella, A Hero of  
Our Time, and Nureyev. For A Hero of Our Time and Nureyev, he received the prestigious 
Benois de la Danse Award, established by the International Dance Union.

Possokhov is a frequent guest choreographer with The Joffrey Ballet. He has 
choreographed Andante, Anna Karenina, Bells, Adagio, Don Quixote, The Miraculous 
Mandarin, and Bluebeard’s Castle (with the Cleveland Orchestra). Please visit 
yuripossokhov.com for more information.

BIOS
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ILYA DEMUTSKY  
Composer
Ilya Demutsky (born 1983) is one of the most sought-after composers in the world.  
He earned Master’s degree in choral conducting from Saint Petersburg State 
Conservatory. He won a Fulbright scholarship to pursue a Master of Music in Composition 
at San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where he studied with David Conte.

Composed a number of vocal, choral, chamber and symphonic pieces, among which 
operas The Black Square (workshopped at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
and staged at The New Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow with the original Malevich’ painting 
as a part of the stage set) and The Shinning World (to be premiered at the Bolshoi Theatre 
in 2024), ballets The Hero of Our Time, Nureyev and The Seagull (all three commissioned 
by the Bolshoi Theatre); An Optimistic Tragedy for the San Francisco Ballet, Anna Karenina 
for Joffrey Ballet (Chicago) in co-production with the Australian Ballet, and Gabrielle 
Chanel for the MuzArts Foundation (in co-operation with the Chanel House).

In 2021, Ilya Demutsky was commissioned to write a new violin concerto for one of the 
greatest violinists Vadim Repin. The world premiere took place at the Tchaikovsky Concert 
Hall in Moscow with the Svetlanov Russian Symphony Orchestra in 2022.

His works for drama theatre include Kirill Serebrennikov’s Martyrer, Who Is Happy in 
Russia? and Outside (the last produced for Avignon Theatre Festival 2019). Composed 
music for Kirill Serebrennikov’s film The Student, that won the Best Composer at 2016 
European Film Awards. He also had the First Prize at the International Composition 
Contest 2 Agosto (Bologna, 2013), received the Medal from the President of the Italian 
Republic, Giorgio Napolitano, The Golden Mask Russian Theater Award (2016, 2019, 2022) 
and Benois de la Danse Award (2019), among others. 

VALERIY PECHEYKIN  
Dramaturge
Pecheykin works with leading theaters in Russia. Currently, work is underway on the 
libretto of the ballet The Queen of Spades for the Bolshoi Theater of Russia. Participant  
of the international seminar for playwrights at the Royal Court Theater in London.  
Ex-curator at the Moscow theater Gogol Center. Author of texts for the performances  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Nine, The Man with No Name. Author of the play Idiots 
based on the film by Lars von Trier (participated in the Avignon Festival), the play Kafka 
and others. The scriptwriter of the film Acid is the winner in the Debut nomination of the 
Kinotavr 2018 festival. Participant of the international program of the Berlinale Festival 
(2019), goEast festival winner (2019). Columnist for GQ, S7, Carnegie Moscow Center. 
The stories and plays were published in various literary magazines and publishing houses 
(Esquire, Suhrkamp). The literary issues of Esquire magazine published the cycles of stories 
Rosgosvirus (2020) and The Work of Fedot (2021).
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TOM PYE  
Set Designer
Tom Pye is an Emmy Award-winning and Tony Award®-nominated set and costume 
designer. Theatre: Long Day’s Journey into Night, All My Sons, Fiddler on the Roof, Glass 
Menagerie, Testament of Mary, Cyrano de Bergerac, Top Girls (Broadway); Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf?, Christmas Carol, Sinatra, Medea (West End); Dusty (UK tour); Crossing 
(ART/BAM); Young Chekhov trilogy, Major Barbara, Happy Days, Mother Courage, 
Measure for Measure, The Powerbook, (National Theatre); Fanny & Alexander (Old Vic). 
Opera: Akhnaten, Cosi fan Tutte, Death of Klinghoffer, Eugene Onegin (Metropolitan 
Opera and ENO) Messiah, Thebans (ENO) Turn of the Screw (ROH); Cunning Little Vixen 
(Glyndebourne); Miss Fortune (Royal Opera House). TV: Gentleman Jack (HBO/BBC),  
To walk Invisible (PBS/BBC).

TIM YIP  
Costume Designer
A renowned artist, Tim Yip has multidisciplinary works in costume and art direction, and 
visual and contemporary art. For his work in Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon, Tim won 
the Academy Award for Best Art Direction and the British Academy Film Award for Best 
Costume Designer in 2001.

Tim graduated from Hong Kong Polytechnic University with a degree in photography. 
Since working on his first film A Better Tomorrow directed by John Woo in 1986, he has 
accomplished costume design and art direction for many film and theatrical performances 
over the past three decades. Tim has collaborated with many film directors of international 
acclaim including John Woo, Ang Lee, Tsai Ming Liang, Tian Zhuangzhuang and Li 
Shaohong. He has also worked with renowned Taiwanese theatrical groups around the 
world, such as Cloud Gate Dance Theatre, Contemporary Legend Theatre, Han Tang 
Yue-fu Dance Ensemble and others, with performances that toured China, Austria, France, 
USA, the UK and Singapore. His striking costume design and art direction for the theatre 
production Medea, television drama Oranges Turn Ripe, feature films Temptation of a 
Monk and Double Vision have further attracted worldwide attention to his work.

In 2010, Tim collaborated with internationally acclaimed theater director Robert Wilson on 
1433: The Grand Voyage.

Since 2002, Tim has introduced his theory of a ‘New Oriental’ aesthetic, conveying his 
interpretation of oriental art to western audiences. His work across media has received 
exhibitions including Faces of Time at the Taiwan National Palace Museum and Bourges 
Maison de la Culture. In photography and video, Tim has received exhibitions in Spain —  
Gijon with an Eastern Glance — China — the Arles International Photo Festival — and 
the Pompidou Centre in Paris. In 2004, Tim Yip was the art and costume director for the 
Beijing handover performance at the Olympic Games closing ceremony in Athens. In 
recent years, he has held various solo art exhibitions in New York, Beijing and Shanghai. In 
2005, he was invited by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts to participate 
in the China Red Exhibition; he also participated in the International Asian Art Fair held at 
The Park Avenue Armory, New York. The Beijing Today Art Museum organized his solo art
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exhibition Illusions of Silence in late 2007. In 2008, he was invited to participate in  
Christian Dior’s 60th anniversary exhibition — Dior and Chinese Artists — his work, 
Floating Leaves Garden, re-opened the dialogue between fashion and art as well as 
successfully drawing global attention towards Chinese tradition. In 2009, his art on location 
installation was exhibited at the prestigious Yin Tai Center in Beijing. Tim has several 
publications including Lost in Time, Flower of the Wind, Floating, Circulation, Rouge: L’art 
de Tim Yip (published in both French and English), Illusions of Silence and Passage.

In February 2016, Tim’s largest and most comprehensive retrospective exhibition in Europe 
to date — In Parallel will open at the Maison de la Culture d’Amiens, in Amiens, France. 

JIM FRENCH 
Lighting Designer
Jim French designs lighting for the performing arts and live events, with work seen in more 
than twenty five countries around the globe. Highlights of Jim’s work in dance include 
twenty seven world premieres for San Francisco Ballet, nine seasons as resident designer 
for Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet, and long running collaborations with choreographers 
Val Caniparoli, Amy Seiwert, Pascal Rioult, and with vertical dance company Bandaloop. 
At home in the San Francisco Bay Area, he has collaborated with Alonzo King Lines Ballet, 
Smuin Contemporary Ballet, Opera Parallele, Shotgun Players, Kronos Quartet, Joe 
Goode Performance Group, ODC Dance, Post:Ballet, SF Danceworks, West Edge Opera, 
and has been the house Lighting Designer at SF Jazz. Favorite credits from further afield 
include Finnish National Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, Joffrey Ballet, Ballet West, Ballett 
Basel, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Nederlands Dans Theater, Pacific Northwest Ballet, 
Houston Ballet, Carte Blanche, Opera Ballet Vlaanderen, and LA Dance Project.  
Jim has designed lighting for the Global Climate Action Summit, and volunteers for 
Dancers Responding to AIDS and Bike East Bay.

FINN ROSS  
Projection Designer
Finn Ross trained at Central School of Speech and Drama and designs video for live 
performance. He has won two Oliviers, a Tony and three Drama Desk awards. Recent 
work includes: A Very, Very, Very Dark Matter (The Bridge); Frozen (Broadway); Mean Girls 
(Broadway), Bat out of Hell (West end and International), Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child (West End & Broadway), Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (Broadway/
West End/Tour); Dusty (Touring); American Psycho (Broadway & Almedia); Betrayal 
(Broadway); Chimerica (Almeida & West End); The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny 
(Royal Opera House); Missa Solemnis (LA Phil); Benvenuto Cellini, Death of Klinghoffer, 
Death in Venice, Onegin, Simon Boccanegra, Damnation of Faust, Don Giovanni, (ENO); 
Hänsel und Gretel, Zäuberflote, A Dog’s Heart (DNO, Amsterdam); The Nutcracker 
(Atlanta Ballet); Le Petit Prince (National Ballet of Canada); Frankenstein (Royal Ballet);  
The Feeling of Going (Skånes Dansteater and Malmö Opera).



The Joffrey Ballet  |  21

2025–2026 SEASON  |  EUGENE ONEGIN

BIOS
ADAM BLYDE  
Assistant to the Choreographer
Adam Blyde trained at The Royal Ballet School, graduating in 2001. He has appeared 
with The Royal Ballet and joined the Scottish Ballet in 2003, where he was promoted to 
Principal in 2008. While there, he danced in Ashley Page’s Cheating, Lying, Stealing,  
32 Cryptograms, Soft Underbelly, Nightswimming into day, The Nutcracker, Walking In 
the Heat, The Pump Room, Fearful Symmetries, Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, Pennies 
From Heaven, and Alice. He also performed in Siobhan Davies’ White Man Sleeps; 
Stephen Petronio’s MiddleSexGorge and Ride the Beast; Richard Alston’s Dangerous 
Liaisons and Carmen, Krzysztof Pastor’s In Light And Shadow, and Romeo & Juliet; Hans 
van Manen’s Five Tangos; George Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments, Episodes, 
Agon, and Rubies; Diana Loosmore’s Chasing Ghosts; Peter Darrell’s Five Rückert Songs, 
and Othello; William Forsythe’s Artifact Suite and Workwithinwork; Frederick Ashton’s 
Façade and Scenes de Ballet; Paul Liburd’s From Where; Val Caniparoli’s Still Life; Jorma 
Elos’ Kings 2 Ends; Kenneth MacMillan’s Song of the Earth; Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s A 
Streetcar Named Desire; and Martin Lawrance’s Run For It.

Blyde joined Rambert Dance Company in 2013, dancing Mark Baldwin’s The Comedy 
of Change, What Wild Ecstasy, and The Strange Charm of Mother Nature; Christopher 
Bruce’s Rooster; Merce Cunningham’s Sounddance; Richard Alston’s Dutiful Ducks; 
Ashley Page’s Subterrain; Lucinda Childs’ Four Elements; Barak Marshall’s The Castaways; 
Shobana Jeyasingh’s Terra Incognita; and Itzik Galili’s A Linha Curva. He joined The Joffrey 
Ballet as Rehearsal Director in June 2016.

FRANCES CHUNG  
Assistant to the Choreographer
Frances Chung joined SF Ballet in 2001. She was promoted to soloist in 2005 and principal 
dancer in 2009. She was appointed Herbert Family Principal Dancer in 2018. 
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As this season marks the close of  
an extraordinary chapter, we pause 
to honor and celebrate Nicolas Blanc 
for his remarkable contributions to 
The Joffrey Ballet.

Nic has guided our Company Artists  
with both precision and care, shaping 
each rehearsal with a rare blend of insight, 
discipline, and artistry. His  attention to 
detail has elevated every production, 
ensuring that each work reaches audiences 
with intention and brilliance.

Beyond his role in the studio, Nic has been 
a trusted mentor and a steady, inspiring 
presence—offering encouragement, 
fostering growth, and nurturing the artistic 
voices of those around him. His deep care 
for the well-being and development of  
our dancers has left an indelible mark on 
the Company.

As a choreographer, his creative vision  
has enriched our repertoire and captivated 
audiences, and we are grateful that his 
work will continue to live and evolve on the 
Joffrey stage for years to come.

We extend our deepest gratitude to 
Nicolas Blanc for his exceptional artistry, 
leadership, and heart. Joffrey will always  
be home.

WITH GRATITUDE TO 

NICOLAS 
BLANC
REHEARSAL DIRECTOR, THE JOFFREY BALLET

Photos by Cheryl Mann and Todd Rosenberg.
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OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Alyssa Hartley 
Jennifer Janowski 
Jillian Marik
Madelyn Negaard 
April Venzon  
Kaitlyn Worth

OFFICIAL HEALTH CLUB

OFFICIAL PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND ORTHOPEDIC PROVIDER 
 
 

Dr. Natasha Ahmed 
Dr. Leda Ghannad
Dr. Michael Hanak
Dr. Simon Lee

MARKETING, DESIGN, AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Allied Live 
Chirp Design, Inc. 
The Silverman Group

CARTAGE
M&M Motor Service

LIGHTING 
Theatrical Lighting Connection

ATMOSPHERE 
Linde Gas & Equipment Inc.

SOUND
TC Furlong 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Cheryl Mann Photography 
KT Miller Photography 
Todd Rosenberg Photography

VIDEOGRAPHY 

Big Foot Media

PROUD MEMBER

PREFERRED PARTNERS  |  2025–2026
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OFFICERS

James D. McDonough
Board Chair

Lorna Ferguson 
Vice Chair

Courtney C. Shea
Treasurer

Ronald J. Allen
Secretary

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

Greg Cameron
President and CEO

Shari Massey
Assistant Treasurer
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Ted Acosta
Mary Rose Alexander
Patty Perkins Andringa
Annie Atzeff
Mary Jo Basler
Ofelia Casillas
Kyoko Crawford
Marc DeMoss
Roger Deromedi
Pamella Roland DeVos
Adam DeWitt
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Patti S. Eylar
Shelley MacArthur Farley
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Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Juliana Ford
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Jill Garling
Dana Hokin Garvey
Mark Giragosian
Linda Chaplik Harris
Sandi Hartstein	
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Lashana Jackson
Greg Jenkins
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Anne L. Kaplan
Jim Kirk
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Lynda Sue Lane, MD
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Yash Singh ‡

Chuck Smith
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Fred Eychaner
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Mrs. Robert W. Galvin
Patricia H. Gerber†
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Ronald V. Waters III
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PAST CHAIRPERSONS
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Fred Eychaner
Gary E. Holdren
Anne L. Kaplan
Dr. David A. Kipper†

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
C. Steven McMillan
Bruce Sagan†

Maureen Dwyer Smith†

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

† Deceased
‡ Golub Capital Board Fellow 

As of March 11, 2026
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Diana E. Harris
Julie Harron
Martha Higgins 
Courtney A. Hoffmann 
Sharon King Hoge 
Marci Holzer 
Candace Collins Jordan
Beena Joseph
Elizabeth Ann Kasten 
Donna M. LaPietra 
Leslie Logsdon 
Astrid A. McKinnon
Julianne Migely
Anne Simon Moffat 
Shauna Montgomery 
Shawna Owen
Victoria Poindexter
Camille Kearns Rudy
Amelia Silva 
Carol J. Stone 
Kathleen A. Swien
Yolanda Tyler 
Noren Ungaretti 
Victoria Verity 
Carol A. Walter 
Ann Waters 
Pam Phillips Weston
Joyce M. Wippman
Marcie L. Wright 
Leslie Zentner

WOMEN’S BOARD OF THE JOFFREY BALLET

*Indicates Honorary Member  
List current as of April 2026
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GENERATION J

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Sarah Shu (Co-Chair)

Peter Wasik (Co-Chair)

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan

Jacqueline Stewart 

Abigail Wasserman

GEN J GIVERS

Dominic Cador

Janet Digma

Antonio Giova Gaspari

Yessica Herrera Guzman

Dana Iverson

Grace King

Elaine Lui

Lauren McKenzie

Toria Mckenzie

Alejandra Moyano

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan

Ms. Angie Ostrowski

Victoria Katherine Parrott

Ross Pearlman

Wesley Sinclair Pytlowany

Baili Roy

Kate Shepherd

Ms. Sarah Shu

Raquel Smith

Jacqueline Stewart

Callie Kumiko Walsh

Mr. Peter M Wasik

Abigail and Adam Wasserman Household

Katherine Wu

Ecaterina Zelinscaia

As of January 27, 2026

GENERATION J  |  2025–2026

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON 
GETTING INVOLVED, 
CONTACT:

JADE CAPUA
jcapua@joffrey.org 
Associate Director  
of Marketing
Generation J Liaison

GENERATION JJ

Generation J supports the ongoing success of The Joffrey Ballet through 
initiatives designed to generate awareness, loyalty, and engagement among 
dynamic young professionals between 21–40 years of age.
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SPONSOR A SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR THE GRAINGER ACADEMY 
OF THE JOFFREY BALLET 

SHAPE  SHAPE  
THE NEXT THE NEXT 
GENERATION GENERATION 
OF ARTISTSOF ARTISTS

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey 
Ballet School in New York. Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, and 
artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information,  
please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.  |  Photos by Katie Miller

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director

With the help of generous donors like you,  
the Joffrey provides over $500,000 in scholarships 
and tuition waivers annually to students at the 
Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet. 

Our Academy Scholarship program ensures that 
dedicated students have access to world-class 
training and exceptional performance opportunities 
at Joffrey, eliminating financial barriers on their paths 
to becoming professional dancers. 

“ I am truly inspired by 
the young artists in the 
Grainger Academy. 
Supporting the Scholarship 
Fund is my way of ensuring 
the next generation of 
dancers can learn, grow, 
and thrive — regardless of 
financial circumstance.” 

— Margie Staples

To learn more about our Scholarship program  
please contact Kristen Bigham, Director of Major 
Gifts, at 312.386.8962 or kbigham@joffrey.org.



The Joffrey Ballet  |  29

2025–2026 SEASON  |  EUGENE ONEGIN

Joffrey Company Artists Tenley Connors and Guillem Cabrera Espinach. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

THANKS TO THE MAKE IT BETTER FOUNDATION, 
EVERY GIFT WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR, 
UP TO $25,000, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026. 

Proceeds sustain the three pillars of the Joffrey’s mission: 

 �Groundbreaking performances

 �World-class education

 �Accessible community programs

Your support fuels bold artistry on our stages, expands 
training and education for students of all ages, and ensures 
dance remains accessible through free and low-cost 
community initiatives, so more people can experience the 
transformative power of dance.

AS THE 2025–2026 SEASON COMES TO A CLOSE, 

YOUR GENEROSITY 
CAN MAKE TWICE THE 

DIFFERENCE

MAKE YOUR GIFT BY JUNE 30, 
join the Make It Better Foundation 
Matching Gift Challenge, and help 
the Joffrey close the season strong 

while doubling your impact.

MAKE A GIFT TODAY
CART.JOFFREY.ORG/DONATE/Q/EOFY
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of 
those who made contributions between 
April 23, 2025 through April 23, 2026. 
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one  
of our loyal donors. 

$100,000–$499,999

$50,000–$99,999

In Memory of Richard H. Driehaus

 

$25,000–$49,999

$10,000–$24,999
Accenture
Boston Consulting Group
Capital Group Companies
Ernst & Young LLP
Hoffmann Family of Companies
Mayer Brown LLP
Northern Trust
Peoples Gas Community Fund
PNC Foundation
R1 RCM
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &  

Flom LLP
TRIAD Capital Management
Winston & Strawn, LLP
WTTW WFMT

$5,000–$9,999 
JPMorgan Chase
Museum of Contemporary Art
Oberweis Dairy
Sidley Austin LLP
SPACE 519
Tutu School Franchises
United States Artists

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
Chirp Design, Inc.
CNA Financial Corporation
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP
Wagner Lane Productions
Young Presidents’ Organization

$1,000–$2,499
Plante Moran
The Lebermuth Company, Inc.
Sahara Enterprises, Inc. Fund at  

The Chicago Community Foundation

$500–$999
The Arts Club Of Chicago
The Fortnightly of Chicago
Goodman Law Group | Chicago
The Silverman Group, Inc.

MATCHING GIFTS
Abbott Fund
Abbvie
ADP — Matching Gift Program
American Family Insurance Co.
Archer Daniels Midland Company
Assured Guaranty
Baird
BP Matching Funds Programs 
Chubb Charitable Foundation
CME Group
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Constellation
CVS Caremark
Franklin Templeton
Google
Inasmuch Foundation
ITW
LinkedIn
Lockton Companies, LLC
Microsoft Corporation
Morningstar, Inc.
Munich Re America Services, Inc
PayPal Giving Fund
Pinterest
Raytheon Technologies
S&P Global Foundation
The Saints
Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.
Takeda Pharmaceuticals  

North America, Inc.
TRIAD Capital Management

† Deceased

CORPORATE DONOR LISTING
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The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for the  
in-kind support provided by: 

Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Marc DeMoss
Diana E. Harris
Anne L. Kaplan
Margaret Scheyer
Penelope Steiner

Additional thanks to Mary Jo and Doug Basler for providing 
special accommodations for Guest Artists

$100,000–$499,999

 

 
Leveraged by Greg Jenkins

 
Leveraged by Prof. and  
Mrs. Ronald J. and Julie O. Allen

$50,000–$99,999
 

Leveraged by Jim Kirk

	
Leveraged by Ted Grady and Ross Slotten

 
Leveraged by Mary Rose Alexander

$25,000–$49,999
Big Foot Media
J&L Catering 

Leveraged by Ted Grady and Ross Slotten
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd.
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.

$10,000–$24,999
HMR Designs
Mayer Brown LLP
U.S. Bank Foundation
Winston & Strawn, LLP

$2,500–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc.

IN-KIND SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for general operating support from the Illinois 
Arts Council, a CityArts grant from the City of Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, and a Tourism Grant from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend 
thanks to those who provide us with 
funding that ensures quality and 
engaging experiences for a variety of 
audiences. The following is a list of 
those who made contributions between 
April 23, 2025 through April 23, 2026. 
Although space does not permit us to 
list all of our friends, we are grateful for 
the support from each and every one  
of our loyal donors. 

$1,000,000+
Searle Consultants Account at  

The Chicago Community Trust

$500,000–$999,999
Anne L. Kaplan
Margot and Josef Lakonishok

$100,000–$499,999 
Anonymous
Abbott Fund
Alphawood Foundation Chicago
Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Make It Better Foundation, Nicholas and 

Susan Blankenbaker Noyes in memory 
of Clara Rideout Noyes and her love 
of ballet. 

The Brinson Foundation
Sandy and Roger Deromedi
Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
Estate of Susan T. Strauss
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark
The Florian Fund
The Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust
Ethel and William† Gofen
Lindy and Mike Keiser
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Sonja† and Conrad Fischer
Jane Ellen Murray Foundation
Negaunee Foundation
Alexandra C. Nichols
Sage Foundation

The Shubert Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family 

Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson
Zell Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999 
Edward B. Beam, Jr. in Loving Memory 

of John Palatinus and Jack Alexander
Kimberly Bluhm and Neil Bluhm
Pamela Crutchfield
Wilson Garling Foundation
Kenneth C. Griffin
Charlie Kaplan
Laura Kaplan and Michael Kaplan
Beth Karmin and Kenneth Karmin
Kiphart Family Foundation
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Holly Palmer Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience
Polk Bros Foundation
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Schaible-Seidlitz Foundation
Courtney C. Shea
Rita Spitz and David Blears
Steinmetz Foundation
Jeanette Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III
Audrey L. Weaver

$25,000–$49,999 
Anonymous (3)
Annie and Kristopher Atzeff
Marlene Breslow-Blitstein and  

Berle Blitstein
Bluhm Family Foundation
Roderick Branch
Mr.† and Mrs. Dean L. Buntrock
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Marion A. Cameron-Gray and  
J. Douglas Gray

Bruce Sagan† and Bette Cerf Hill
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper
Chicago Free For All Fund at  

The Chicago Community Trust
Rebecca Coke and Chris Beukenkamp
Crown Family Philanthropies
Nancy Crown and A. Crown
Ann M. Drake
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner
Jana French and Peter Gotsch
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Christine Gay and Cyrille Blum 
Harris Family Foundation
Jessica Jecmen and Dave Morris
Nancy Koltun
Julie and Guy Lakonishok
Michael and Jennifer Larsen
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
D. Elizabeth Price
Carol Prins and John Hart
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Susan M. Ruder
Shirley and Patrick Ryan
Cari and Michael J. Sacks
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Bill and Orli† Staley
Marjorie Staples
Liz Stiffel
Pamela and Russ Strobel
The Chicago Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Townsend
The Trachtenberg Family  

Charitable Fund
Richard and Diane Weinberg
Pamela Phillips Weston and  

Roger L. Weston
Miles White
Richard Yulman

$10,000–$24,999 
Anonymous
Ted Acosta and Marc Cibrario

† Deceased

INDIVIDUAL AND FOUNDATION 
DONOR LISTING
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† Deceased

Prof. and Mrs. Ronald J. and  
Julie O. Allen

Marilyn Archer and Jack Eby
Luann and David Blowers
Liz Boshardy Memorial Fund
Cynthia Bridges
Mrs. Joyce Chelberg
Kyoko and James Crawford
Elliott Crigger
Jon and Eleanor DeMoss
Marc DeMoss
Mr. and Mrs. Adam DeWitt
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Driehaus Museum
Lois Eisen and Stephen Eisen
Former Mayor and Ambassador to  

Japan Rahm Emanuel and Amy Rule
Jo Ferguson and Nick Grossi
Marilyn Fields and Larry Fields
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Nancy Follis
Virginia and Peter Foreman
Jo Lynn Haley and Timothy French
Jennifer Gray
Dedrea Gray and Paul Gray
Karen Gray-Krehbiel and  

John Krehbiel, Jr.
Joan M. Hall
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
The Irving Harris Foundation
Dr.† and Mrs. Alan G. Harris
Harris Family Foundation
Sandi and Barry Hartstein
Janet W. Helman
Elizabeth Higashi 
Richard S. Holson III
Lauren Huefner and Eric Neveux
Holly Hunt
Glenn Ihrig And Kathy Ihrig
Lashana Jackson and Faheem Majeed
Krystyna Kiel and Alexander Templeton
Klaff Family Foundation
Kovler Family Foundation
Margaret Kuhajek and Eugene Kuhajek 
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary D. Lazar, Jr.
Alison Cisek and Paul Legac
Jay Byron Leibovitz in loving memory of 

Eric B. Eatherly
Ms. Linda Levey
Luminarts Cultural Foundation
Rachel and Aaron Martell

James D. McDonough
Coco B. Meers and Ethan Meers
Richard and Martha Melman Foundation
Jess and Amanda Merten
Dr. Elaine Moor
Robert and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.
Susan G. Oleari
Sharon Olson and Fred Fleischbein
Abby McCormick O’Neil and  

D. Carroll Joynes
Mary Jo Potts and Jim Selsor
Bonnie Price
The Pucker Family
Stephen Reiss and Rena Hozore Reiss
Jerome Robbins Foundation and Trust
Carey Shea Roberts
Elva Rubio
Joan Rubschlager and Paul Rubschlager
Sara and Axel Schupf
Liz Sharp
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Melissa de Abreu e Silva and Ildefonso 

Alvim de A Silva
Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith
Peter and Deborah Smith
Mr. Edward B. Smith, Jr.
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Robin Steans
Lisa and Daniel Stein
Nancy and Ira Sussman
Peggy Swartchild
Hilary Weinstein
Diane Ziering and Michael Ziering

$5,000–$9,999 
Anonymous (2)
Michael Amiet and Emily Strobel Amiet
Janet and Steven Anixter
Mary and Lewis Flint
Anna Assenmacher
Susan Baird and Stephen Baird
Baskin Family Foundation/Judy Wise
Carolyn A. Blessing
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul and Donald Kaul
Paula Borg and Tom Stemwedel
Halie Braden
Anthony Bruck
Katharine Burns and Nicholas Burjek
Rachel M. Cannon
James D. Drury Trust

Deborah and Cody Engle
Mr. and Mrs. William Farley
Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Kristen Fondriest
Anne Forman and Randy Forman
Arthur L. Frank
Mimi and Bud Frankel
Jennifer Fraser and Matthew Fraser
Philip Friedmann
Laura Front and Marshall Front
Mary and Lionel Go
Bruce A. Gober, M.D.
Michelle Goodman and  

Larry J. Goodman, MD
Martin John Gorbien, MD
Mary L. Gray
Madeleine Grynsztejn and Tom Shapiro
Stacie R Hartman
Fay Hartog-Levin
Jerri and David Hoffmann
Joanna Hwu
Marsha Kamen
Jean Kaplan
Christine Karger and Richard Karger
Rosemary King
Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett
Susan Koltun and Thomas Koltun
Matthew Kortiz
Lissette Cortes Lade and David Lade
Gloria Lehr
Janet Leopold
Phil Lumpkin
Jessica and Torjus Lundevall 
Jessie and Douglas MacDonald
Jodi Block and Barry Malkin
Joan and David Malliband
Sandra Mandel and Alan Pollak
Mazza Foundation
Ms. Karen K. Migaldi and  

Mr. Scott F. Migaldi
Barbara and Jonathan Moss  

Family Foundation
Drs. Marsha and Robert Mrtek
Linda Curtis O’Bannon MD
Lee and Sharon Oberlander
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD and  

Christopher Novak
Michael Payette
Karen Peters and Charles Frank
Carol Glass Pollock
Marcie Lape and Andy Raia
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Barbara E. Reed
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt and  

Thomas Rehwaldt
Michael and Terri Reyes
Tricia and Mark Rothschild
Sarah O. Schrup
Heidi Schultz
Barbara Landis-Seid and Barre Seid
Elizabeth Shaver
Sarah Shu
Caryn Skurnick and Gerold Skurnick
Edwin and Richard Stebbins
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander
Nathan Tannenbaum Foundation Inc.
Lauren D.W. Tatar and Scott Borstein
Bridget Thomas and Gerry Barad
Virginia Tobiason
Mr. and Mrs. Jason J. Tyler
Heather and Mark Uicker
Cynthia Van Osdol and John B. Sandwick
Marilyn F. Vitale and David Vitale
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Leslie and Stephen Warner
Dia Weil
Magnes Welsh
Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (4)
Dora Aalbregtse and R. John Aalbregtse
Mr. and Mrs. William Adams IV
Celia Althage
Patty Perkins Andringa
Melissa Lane Anton
Maggie Baczkowski
Ellie Bane
Sally and Bruce Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III
Shaun Block and Andrew Block
Phoebe Boelter and Fred Boelter
Ms. Evelyn Bosenberg
Leslie Bradberry
In Memory of John and Marilyn Brazzale
Sean Breedlove
Sophia Bross
Carlyle and Jean Cameron
Suzanne Cameron and  

Stephen Cameron
Adela Cepeda
Jenelle and Steve Chalmers

Mrs. Erin C. Court and  
Mr. Stephen Court

Patricia O’Neill Cox
Nicole Marie Davis
Mike DelBene
Amina Dickerson and Julian Roberts
Shawn M. Donnelley and  

Christopher M. Kelly
Geoffrey A Flick
Bethany Florek
Kim Folta
Ellie Forman
Judith Freeman
The Friedman Family Foundation
Greg and Christine Gallagher
Suzanne Gerhold
John Mark and Alexis Giragosian
Darcy Goldfarb, MD
Sue-Gray Goller
Alanna Gordon and Robert Gordon
Anthony† and Susan Grosch
Alexis Gross
Sandra Guthman and Jack Guthman
Jo Haley
Kathleen and Mark Hechinger
The Heestand Foundation
Kathryn and Patrick Hennessey
Leigh Ann Herman and Michael Herman
Dr. Dominika Hertsberg
Sarai Hoffman and Stephen Pratt
Julie Holland
Jon Holman
Marci and Ronald Holzer
Lauren Huefner
Mary Humenansky and Paul Humenansky
Sandy Ihm and Kenneth Belcher
Melinda and Lucien Lagrange
Nancy and Frank Karger
Jeffrey Kerr and James Condon 
Wendy Kilcollin and T. Eric Kilcollin
Roberta Johnson Killeen and  

Timothy Killeen
Farissa Knox
Laura Kofoid
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
Katherine Lau
Wende and Jim Lawson
Dania and Patrick Leemputte
Jacqueline Lentz
Anne and Alan† Lerner
Deborah Levinson
Mia Levy

Susan Lichtenstein and John Rokacz
Hilary Loretta
Susan Lucas and Stuart Lucas
Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove
Mr. and Mrs. Sean and Heather Martin
Shari and Bill Massey
Nichelle and Willie Mayberry
Edyta Mazza and James Mazza
Helen Hall Melchior
John R. Menninger
Meta Berger
Sally Metzler and George Dunea
Julie Miles
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch
Mrs. Jennifer Minkow
Barbara Moser and David Moser
Therese Obringer
Julian Oettinger
Marjory Oliker
Heling Olson
Donna Marie Pawl-Smith
Sheryl Perlman and Daniel Perlman
Lorna and Ellard Pfaelzer
Rheva Phillips
Joe and Molly Piech
Cindy Pinsky
Ibby Pinsky and Milton Pinsky
Victoria Poindexter and  

Joseph P. Gaynor III
Wesley Pytlowany
Jill Raizin and Lou Raizin
Constance A. Rajala
Emily Rubenstein and Angel Rivera
Barbara Atkins Ruhman
Judith and Michael Sawyier
Susan Scanlon
Margaret and Eric Scheyer
Sara Schumann and Steven Schumann
Mrs. Illeane Schwartz
Veronica Siegel
Craig Sirles
Alyssa Skekloff
Marilyn Slattery
Maria and William D. Smithburg
Olga Stambler
Shirley Stanley and Paul Stanley
Becca and Eric Stone
Carol Stone
Jill Svoboda and John Svoboda
Lindsay and Anthony Tako
Jaclyn Tholl Tolinski and Ross Tolinski
Adrienne and Edward Traisman

† Deceased



The Joffrey Ballet  |  35

2025–2026 SEASON  |  EUGENE ONEGIN

Melissa and David Trandel
Dana Shepard Treister and  

Dr. Michael Roy Treister
David J. Varnerin
Todd and Cari Vieregg
Erica Volk
Genevieve Weeks and Andrew Weeks
Albert Weiss
Olga Weiss and Dr. George Honig
Susan L. Welsh
Diana and Stuart Widman
Amy and Chad Williams
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
Leslie Zentner
William Ziemann
Julie and Daniel Zuckerman

$1,500–$2,499
Anonymous (4)
Greg Albiero and Mark Zampardo
The Evelyn Alter Family Fund at  

The Chicago Community Foundation
Jacqueline Avitia-Guzman
Kenneth and Laura Berk
Heiji and Brian Black
D. Jeffrey† and Joan H. Blumenthal
Whitney Brady
Anne Brody and Michael Brody
J Kamala Buckner
Sally Cameron and Douglas Cameron
Jillian Cole
Mrs. John C. Colman
Mark Cozzi and James Goeke
Janet Cummings and R. Cummings
Terri and Alfred D’Ancona
Susan Duman
Andrew Fay
Jackie Fischel
Ronald Foreman
Nancy Giampietro
Sharon Glickman and Gary Wiesman
Ingrid Gould
Maureen Guon
Olivia Hagerty
Andre Hansford
Betty and Ed Harris
Diana E. Harris
Leigh Ann Herman
Courtney and Sebastian Hoffmann
Julie Hoffmann
Megan Hoffmann

Amy Joffe
Dr. Maryl R. Johnson
Sherry and Barry Kaplan
Lauren Keane
Gloria Kearney and Dan Kearney
Ms. Donna M. LaPietra and  

Mr. William Kurtis
Travis Larson
Felicia and Ronald Levin
John Lewis
Mary Lu Linnane
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Litwin
Cori Martindale
Blythe McGarvie and Mark McGarvie 
Monica McGurk
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
Irene Michaels and Arny Granat
Prof. Keith and Anne Moffat
Catherine Moore
Sarah Moore and David Moore
Amy Morton
Danijela Neckrysh and Sergey Neckrysh
Stephanie Nelson
Mary Jane O’Connor
Jennifer Ohl
Matt Olaveson
My name is fine
Victoria Parrott
Mike Pierce
Philip Pierce and Anthony Schreiber
Eunice Valdivia
Cindy Raymond
Alan Ronson
Patricia Schmalzl and William Schmalzl
Terry A. Schwartz
Lois Scott and David May
Rachel Seltzer
Hiren Shah
Marcey Siegel and Kenneth Siegel
Dr. Timothy Gallagher and  

Mr. Andrew Sokol
Patricia Sternberg
Lonnie Stewart
Deborah Taggart
Andrea and Mark Taylor
Kay Tuber and Craig Tuber
Steven Tumen
Daniel Voelker
Shala Wagh
Annie Wallis and Tom Whitehead
Peter Wasik

Edward Weil
I.B. and Thomas Weil
Roy Wesley
Ms. Helen L. Dunbeck and  

Dr. John Zimmermann

$1,000–$1,499
Anonymous (4)
Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider
Mollie Alexander
Kristine Anderson and Tom Coonan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Arensman
Mr. and Mrs. Brian W. Babcock, Sr.
Rachel Bartunek and Jeremy Bartunek
Alicia Bassuk
Catharine Bell
Barbara Bermudez
Robyn Bowland
Dwayne Brice
Melanie Brown
Axel Brunger and Tom Burke
Ally and Suzette Bulley
Susan Burman
Bonnie Bush and John Peart
Maureen Byron and Scott Byron
Jaya Canaan
Julius Carter
Ofelia Casillas
Rowland Chang
Emma Crossman
Michael Crowley and Danny Miller
Carol Cudd and Bob Cudd
Harris Associates
Catherine Danz and Robert Schildgen
Leslie A. Delany
M. J. Demetras
Frank and Faith Dusek
Wendy Eager
Christopher Esbrook
Facility Foundation
Kelly Finzer
Krystina Fisher
Aura de la Fuente
Adrian Fulea
Patricia Gentry
Patricia and Michael Gillian
Katie Gleason
Linda Conviser Glick
Walter and Karla Goldschmidt 

Foundation

† Deceased
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Good Deeds Fund at The Chicago 
Community Foundation

Colette Gordon and Gerald Gordon
Delta Greene
Amy Greenebaum and  

Bob Greenebaum
Beverly Grossman
Suzanne Hagen and Christopher Hagen
Tonja Hall
Elisa D Harris
Ross and Andrea Heim
Janice L. Honigberg and  

John A. Hedges
Maureen Huefner
Leah Israel
Mary Ittelson
Elaine Jaharis and Steven Jaharis
Eric Janssen
Erin Sharkey
M.J. Jiaras
George Jones
George Jurkowich
Donna Kamuda
Myrna W. Kaplan
The Kellcie Fund
John Kennedy and Emily Hamre
Drs. Kristi L. Kirschner and  

Raymond H. Curry
Emily Kos
Jennifer Krejci
John C and Carol Anderson Kunze
Kyle Lattner and Kate Lattner
William Leakakos
Elsie Loeb and Henry Loeb
Wayne Luce
The MacDougal Family Foundation
Glenna Maki
Steven Mayer and Carole Schecter
Kathleen and Gerard Maynard
Kevin McGirr
Chloe Mendel Corgan
Lydia Mitchell
Jen Moeller
Robert and Lois Moeller
Steven Morris
David Moscow
Ann Nash and Tom Nash
Maurine Neiberg and Robert Sloan
Jane Nicholl Sahlins
Jamin and Phoebe Nixon
Cynthia Noble

Kathy and James Norr
Mr. Jonathan F. Orser
William and Karen Page
Corissa Pennow
Jean Perkins
Golnar Phillips and Joseph Phillips
Rhoda Pierce
Barbara Psimoulis and Sam Psimoulis
Norman X. Raidl
Brooke Reotutar
Laura Ferrell and Grant Riedesel
Rebecca Riley
Trisha Rooney
Alan Rottman
Joseph Rubinelli
Carrie and Mark Scharbo
David Schulz
Karen Segal and Christopher Segal
Cynthia Shewan
Alexander Smith
Brian Smith and Geyer Morford
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Sara Crown Star and James Star
Salme Steinberg and Michael Steinberg
Stacy Straub
Carole Stone and Arthur Susman
Sandra Sweet and Mira Frohnmayer
Dr. Mark Majkowski and  

Ms. Kathleen Swien
Dr. Audrey Tatar and Dr. Michael Bresler
Claudia Temple
Lauren Tom and Curt Kaplan
Robert and Etti Van Etten
Albert Walavich
Rosemarie Waleska
Abigail Wasserman and  

Adam Wasserman
David and Pamela Waud
Tina Weil and Peter Weil
Tom Wood
Stephanie Yancey
Thomas Yoder
Scott Yonover
Alice and Herb Zarov

$500–$999
Anonymous (3)
Elizabeth Alexander and Todd Alexander
Ken Anderson
Elizabeth Balthrop
Ellen Baras

Sandra Bass
Susan Belgrad and Donald Belgrad
Martha Bell
Leigh and Henry Bienen
Alison Blaser
Jeanne Brett
Alison Brown 
Jennifer Caignon
Janna Caldarelli and David Caldarelli
Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels
Danny Carroll
Geetaben Chaudhari
Kristine Cherek
Nina Colby 
Taylor Cowan
Magdalena Czerniak
April Daly and Miguel Blanco
Dana Iverson
Janet Dauparas and Tomas Palubinskas
Mr Kevin Demaret and  

Mrs Carolyn Demaret
Judith Desenis and E. Scott Peterson
Thomas Dunn
Kyle Easter
Helen Elkiss
Marcy Fortnow and Lance Fortnow
Penny Freund and John Freund
Phyllis Funkenbusch
Donna and Glenn Gabanski
Linda Garbarino
Mary Garzino and Fred Garzino
Medora Geary
Connie Gerber Valerie Gerber
Helyn Goldenberg and Michael Alper
Ken Goodson
Amy and Michael Gordon
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Ginger Griffin
Stephanie Grinage and Richard Grinage
Ada Mary Gugenheim and Jon Will
Richard Higginbotham
Hannah Higgins and Joseph Reinstein
Krista and Douglas Hogarth
Rose Houston
Cynthia Hunt and Philip Rudolph
Tamara Jackson
Nancy Jacobs
Gordon M Johnson
Susan and Jerome Kahn
Karen Kaplan and Matthew Kaplan
Karen Pierce

† Deceased
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Cynthia Kelly
Debra Kerr and Steven Thompson
Margaret Kittle-Kamp and  

Thomas Kittle-Kamp
Dennis and Kathleen Klaeser
Ms. Sue Klein and Mr. William Klein
Emily and Christopher Knight
Peter Kupferberg
Faith Lee and Raymond Lee
Michael Leppen
Dr. Andrew and Ms. Daria Lewicky
Dominique Leonardi and Krista Linn
Peter Litton
Elaine Liu
Terese Lomasney
Scott McCausland
Tracy McCormick
Amy McJoynt and Kevin McJoynt
Patricia Mehler and Raymond Mehler
Julianne Migely
Molly Miner
Beverly Mook and Wallace Mook
Brian Morgan
Patricia Morrow
Alejandra Moyano
David Muschler
Christina Nelson and Leonard Nelson
Elaine Newquist
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
Tony and Andy Nocchiero
John Nordgren
Angie Ostrowski
Lynn Pearl and Melvin Pearl
Craig Peterson
Kathleen Renken and Henry Renken
Boyd Rice
Thomas Roberts
Matilda Rose (and her family)
Dori Rothschild
Camille Kearns Rudy
Peggy Ruff
Sergey Savin
Onnie and Steven Scheyer
Molly Schirf and Brian Schirf
Rosalba Schmidt
Susan Schwartz
Victoria Scott
Mary Shea
Kate Shepherd
Elisa Shlofrock-Zusman
Kelsey Siman

Raquel Smith
Nancy Stainback
Tammy and Eric Steele
Jacqueline Stewart
Megan Susko
Robin Swartzman
Noren Ungaretti
Jeanette Van Nice and Peter Van Nice
Erin Vanden Brook
Anne Veague
Robert Veasey
John Vinci
Abbey Wallach
Ann M Warren
Jason Warth
Karen and Richard Weiland
LaDonna Wicklund and Gary Wicklund
Dora Winchester
Linda Woloshin
Jane Wright
Marcie Wright
Lauri and Bruce Zessar

$300–$499
Anonymous
Richard J Abram and Paul Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Amend
Wendy Anker
Susan Arne Schnell
Marcia Ashton and Rick Ashton
Todd Baisch and Alan Woodard
Priscilla Barlow
Andrea Benn
Irene Berkey
Brad Blumenthal
Constance Bonbrest
Sheila Bosron and William Bosron
Jared Bottorff
Andrea Brands
Dominic Cador
Susan Canmann and Michael Canmann
Carrie Carlson and David Carlson
Karson Carpenter
Olga Chuquimia and Ruben Chuquimia
Jeannine Cleary
Tom and Bette Cogan
James Colello
Mandy DeForest
Mallory DeHaven
Marcia Dillon and Michael Dillon
Paula Dillon

Elizabeth Donnelly
Kathryn Engelhardt
Erika Erich
Lisa Fingerhut Carlton
Sally Fletcher
Mary Ann Flynn
Stephen Foster
Susan Freehling and Paul Freehling
Robert and Claire Gadbois
Christine Geiger
Patricia Gerbie
Alyssa Glass
Susan Goldman and James Pellegrino
Rachel Gordezky
Deborah Gubin
Marjorie Habermann
Michael Halberstam and Jack Segal
Emmy Hensley
Donald Hermann and Jonathan Janott
Debra Hinze
Mary Ann Hoey
Sharon Hoge
Qi Holtzman and Steven Holtzman
Kathleen Hosty
Toi Houston
Kenneth Hunt
Katie Jakola
Andrea James
Patrick Jasper
Laura Jenkins and John Corcoran
Jill S Johnston
Fern Josephs
Marissa Kalman and Gregg Kalman
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Kasten
Krista D. Kauper
Anna Kealy
Helen Kim
Agnieszka Klus
Mr. and Mrs. Konstanty E. Krylow
Lorraine Kulpa
James Clark and Christina Labate
Derek and Sarah Ladgenski
Gia LaGrippe 
Stephen Lahaie
Janet Lang 
Stephen Lans
Mary LaQua
Sharon Lear and William Lear
Veronica Levine and Barry Levine
Krista Linn
Burton and Nancy Litwin

† Deceased
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Ann Logue and Rik Lantz
Ericka Lopez
Mike R Magliane
Sandra Mangurian
Doug Masters
Fiona McCarthy 
Suzanne Miller and Lee Miller
Dr. Celeste D. Kaliski and  

Dr. David D. Morimoto
Carol Mullins and Steve Mullins
Regina Murphy and Mark Etzel
James R. Nadder
Mary Nasenbenny
Rita Novak
Elizabeth Nye
Candus Olson
Patricia O’Neal and John O’Neal
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Pacholick
Katherine Patch and Jason Patch
Emily and W. Paul Perrine
John J. W. Plampin
Andrew and Judy L. Porte

Carol and Robert Rasmus
Ilene Reinitz
Mark Roeser
Leslie Saunders
Joanne Schell and Frank Schell
Maire Schirf
Cynthia Schwegman and  

Stephen Schwegman
Paola Sebastianelli
Timothy C. Sherck
Andrew Shi
Avery Shippam
Diana and Robert Simon
Paula and Chad Smith
Joan Solbeck
Steven Soria
Joanna Stasiek
Kim Stevenson and Jeffrey Stevenson
Susie Sultan and John Sultan
Heidi Swiss and William Swiss
Roberta Taylor
Kenneth East and Timothy Thurlow

Betsy Tolstedt
Peter Tortorello
Jennifer Tscherney
Marlene Van Skike
Mollie VanderLaan Priority Power
Sarah Venuti Yates
Kirsten Vogeley and William Winschief
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Walter
Matilda Wilhoite
Eileen Wolf
Patrice Wooldridge and  

Patrick Wooldridge
Roger Chang and Emily Yang
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend thanks to those who 
provide us with funding that ensures quality and engaging 
experiences for a variety of audiences. The following is a list of 
those who made contributions between April 23, 2025 through 
April 23, 2026. Although space does not permit us to list all 
of our friends, we are grateful for the support from each and 
every one of our loyal donors. 

IN HONOR OF

Academy Faculty 
From Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove

Emily Arch 
From Terese Lomasney

Melissa Babcock 
From Leslie A. Delany, Linda Conviser Glick

Mary Jo Basler 
From Roderick Branch, Janet Oppenheimer

Halie Braden 
From Elizabeth Donnelly

Greg Cameron 
From Mrs. Marilyn Fields and Mr. Larry Fields, Linda Conviser 
Glick, Debra Kerr and Steven Thompson, Drs. Kristi L. 
Kirschner and Raymond Curry, Jennifer Zobair and Chuck 
Smith, Mrs. Jill Svoboda and Mr. John Svoboda, Pamela 
Phillips Weston and Roger L. Weston

Cody Chen 
From Lisa Fingerhut Carlton

Ellen Distelheim 
From Carol Stone

Julia & Matt Doherty 
From William & Karen Page

Fred Eychaner 
From Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gray, Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. Harris, 
Bruce Sagan+ and Bette Cerf Hill, John Vinci, Roy Wesley

Patti Eylar and Charles Garnder 
From Mollie Alexander, Mr. Kevin McGirr

Dana Hokin Garvey 
From Sophia Bross

Sarah Geocaris 
From Priscilla Barlow

Sue-Gray Goller 
From Linda Conviser Glick

Andy Hartstein 
From Susan and Jerome Kahn

Sandi Hartstein 
From Anonymous, Linda Conviser Glick

Joanna Hwu 
From John Ambrose

Marsha Kamen 
From Ms. Camille Rudy and Mr. Robert Rudy

Anne L Kaplan 
From Ms. Janet Alberti and Mr. Fred Schneider, Maggie 
Baczkowski, Mrs. Susan Belgrad and Mr. Donald A. Belgrad, 
Heiji and Brian Black, Bluhm Family Foundation, Ms. Barbara 
Bluhm-Kaul and Mr. Donald Kaul, Mrs. Susan Burman, Mrs. 
Maureen K. Byron and Mr. Scott L. Byron, Greg Cameron and 
Greg Thompson, Carol and Bob Cudd, Harris Associates, 
Shawn M. Donnelley and Christopher M. Kelly, Mrs. 
Marilyn Fields and Mr. Larry Fields, Ronald Foreman, Mr. 
Philip Friedmann, Aura de la Fuente, Adrian Fulea, Helyn 
Goldenberg and Michael Alper, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gray, 
Karen Gray-Krehbiel and John Krehbiel, Jr., Amy and Bob 
Greenebaum, King and Caryn Harris, Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. 
Harris, Fay Hartog-Levin, Julie Hoffmann, Cynthia Hunt and 
Philip Rudolph, Ms. Elaine Sun and Mr. Charlie Kaplan, Ms. 
Jean Kaplan, Mrs. Karen Kaplan and Mr. Matthew Kaplan, 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kaplan, Mrs. Christine Karger and Mr. 
Richard Karger, Nancy and Frank Karger, Mrs. Beth Karmin 
and Mr. Kenneth Karmin, Mr. and Mrs. Zachary D. Lazar, 
Jr., William Leakakos, Mrs. Janet Leopold, Anne and Alan† 
Lerner, Felicia and Ronald Levin, Henry Loeb, Ms. Jessica 
K. Lundevall and Mr. Torjus Lundevall, Prof. Keith and Anne 
Moffat, Museum of Contemporary Art, Susan G. Oleari, 
Rhoda Pierce, Trisha Rooney, Bruce Sagan+ and Bette 
Cerf Hill, Mrs. Cheryl Seder and Mr. John Seder, Liz Sharp, 
Mrs. Caryn Skurnick and Mr. Gerold Skurnick, Mr. Brian G. 
Smith and Mr. Geyer Morford, Jennifer Steans and James 
Kastenholz, Robin M. Steans, Ms. Susie Sultan and Mr. John 
Sultan, Kay and Craig Tuber, Steven Tumen, Edward Weil, I.B. 
and Thomas Weil, Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson

Jim McDonough 
From Therese Obringer

Jacquelyn Parker 
From J Kamala Buckner

Matilda Rose 
From Bradley Rose

Liz Sharp 
From Barbara Bermudez, Connie and Mark Gerber, Linda 
Conviser Glick, Wende and Jim Lawson

Courtney Shea 
From Ms. Elaine P. Jaharis and Dr. Steven M. Jaharis, Lois 
Scott and David May

Rita Spitz 
From Anonymous, Tracy McCormick

Liz Stiffel 
From Barbara Bermudez, Frank and Joanne Schell

Lauren Tatar 
From Lauri and Bruce Zessar

Magnes Welsh 
From Deborah and Cody Engle, Jen Moeller

Ashley Wheater 
From Ms. Shirley Stanley and Dr. Paul Stanley, Pamela Phillips 
Weston and Roger L. Weston

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
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IN MEMORY OF

Anne Bagan 
From Alyssa Glass

John & Marilyn Brazzale 
From Mr. John P. Brazzale

Carolyn Jean Conant 
From Ms. Marci Holzer and Mr. Ronald Holzer

Richard H. Driehaus 
From Anonymous

Maureen Dwyer Smith 
From Mr.† and Mrs. Brian W. Babcock, Sr., Mary Jo and Doug 
Basler, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III, Allen and Suzette 
Bulley, Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Farley, Ms. Medora Bross Geary, Ms. Sharon K. 
Hoge, Ms. Marci Holzer and Mr. Ronald Holzer, ITW, Anne 
L. Kaplan, Brian Morgan, Northern Trust, Shirley and Patrick 
Ryan, Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith, Peter and Deborah 
Smith, Mr. Edward B. Smith Jr., Paula and Chad Smith, 
Lisbeth Stiffel, Pamela and Russ Strobel, Jeanette Van Nice, 
David and Pamela Waud

Eric B. Eatherly 
From Nancy Follis, Jay Byron Leibovitz

Katherine “Katie” Flynn 
From Mary Ann Flynn

Leonard Goldstein 
From Darcy Goldfarb, MD

Elizabeth Hankey 
From Anne Forman

Judi Jecmen 
From Jessica Jecmen and David Morris

Burt Kaplan 
From Ms. Jean Kaplan

Michael Miner 
From Molly Miner

Dianne M Nishimura 
From Joanna Stasiek

Bruce Sagan 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson, Patti S. Eylar 
and Charles R. Gardner, Joan M. Hall, Gordon M. Johnson, 
Heling Olson, Jane Nicholl Sahlins, Andrew Shi

Irene Stoesser 
From Peggy Ruff

Jim Swartchild 
From Nancy and Frank Karger

Robert Welsh 
From Susan L. Welsh

Carey Rose Winski 
From The Evelyn Alter Family Fund at  
The Chicago Community Foundation

Joseph Michael Zinsky 
From Ms. Linda Levey
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WITH HEARTFELT 

THANKS

As the Joffrey brings Yuri Possokhov’s 
Eugene Onegin to life, we extend 
our deepest gratitude to MARY JO 
AND DOUG BASLER for graciously 
opening their home to support this 
extraordinary artistic process.

Their generosity and hospitality 
provided Yuri with a welcoming 
place to create, collaborate, and 
inspire while setting this remarkable 
production on the Company. 
We are profoundly grateful for 
their friendship, kindness, and 
commitment to the art of dance.

Thank you, Mary Jo and 
Doug, for helping make 
this work possible.

Joffrey Company Artist Victoria Jaiani and Choreographer Yuri Possokhov. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.



wrightwood659.org
773.437.6601
advance ticket purchase required

MARTIN WONG
CHINATOWN USA

DISPOSSESSIONS
IN THE AMERICAS
The Extraction of Bodies, Land, and Heritage
from La Conquista to the Present

UNTIL JULY 18, 2026
CHICAGO

WRIGHTWOOD

Martin Wong: Chinatown USA is curated by Yasufumi Nakamori, 
PhD, with Ashley Janke, Assistant Curator, Wrightwood 659.
Martin Wong: Chinatown USA is presented at Wrightwood 659 
by Halsted A&A Foundation
IMAGE CREDIT: (Top) Martin Wong, Ms. Chinatown, 1992, acrylic 
on canvas; Collection of Cynthia T.M.H. Nguyen; © Martin Wong 
Foundation. Courtesy of the Martin Wong Foundation and 
P·P·O·W, New York.

Dispossessions in the Americas is curated by Jonathan D. Katz, 
Associate Professor of Practice, History of Art and Gender, 
Sexuality, and Women’s Studies, University of Pennsylvania, 
and Eduardo Carrera R.
Dispossessions in the Americas is presented at Wrightwood 659 
by Alphawood Exhibitions.
IMAGE CREDIT: (Bottom) Luiz Roque, HEAVEN, 2016, video. 
Courtesy of the artist and Mendes Wood DM.



SEE 3 BALLETS 
FOR AS LOW AS 

$138$138

FALL IN LOVE 
WITH BALLET
AGAIN AND AGAIN

Liliom
Notes on Love

The Sleeping Beauty

2026–2027 SEASON PARTNERS

Special thanks to Live Music Sponsors Sandy and Roger Deromedi, Sage Foundation, and The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music.
Joffrey Company Artist Gayeon Jung in The Sleeping Beauty. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

2026–2027 SEASON SPONSORS

THE FLORIAN FUND Anne L. Kaplan

Season-long sponsorship of the Company Artists is generously made possible by Margot and Josef Lakonishok
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STUDIO 70 SAPPHIRE ANNIVERSARY

MIRRORBALL PRODUCING SPONSOR

FUNKY TOWN

Mr. and Mrs.  
Joel V. Williamson

Marc DeMoss  
and Friends

BOOGIE WONDERLAND

in partnership with David and 
Luann Blowers, Barbara Reed, 
and Yolanda and Jason J. Tyler

Generation J 
Leadership Council

Bluhm Family 
Foundation

Chicago Free for All Fund through 
the Chicago Community Trust

Cari and 
Michael J. Sacks

Mr. and Mrs. 
Stuart Townsend

Audrey L. 
Weaver

Wilson Garling 
Foundation

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

THANK 
YOU
For 70 years, The Joffrey Ballet has 
moved audiences with bold artistry and 
unforgettable performances.

On May 30th, under the disco lights,  
we celebrated with the incredible 
sponsors whose generosity and vision 
help keep our mission in motion.

Thank you for your leadership, partnership, 
and commitment to the future of dance. 

DANCING QUEEN

The Women’s Board  
of the Joffrey BalletNegaunee FoundationAnne L. Kaplan 

Joffrey Company Artist Laila Madison. Photo by Evan Jenkins.  |  Sponsors as of 5.8.26

Lindy & Mike Keiser
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REMEMBER THE 
JOFFREY BALLET  
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS

The Star Society is a visionary group of 
ballet enthusiasts who have made special 
commitments in their estate plans to 
ensure the Joffrey’s remarkable work 
continues for generations to come. 

Members of Joffrey’s Star Society receive 
exciting benefits each Season including: 

 

 � �Recognition in Joffrey’s season 
programs 

 

 � ��Invitations to exclusive Star Society 
appreciation events 

 

 � �Insider updates from the Joffrey team 
 

 � �Opportunities to connect with Joffrey 
Company Artists and the Artistic team 

For more information on joining  
the Star Society and leaving your 
legacy at Joffrey, please contact

KRISTEN BIGHAM  
Director of Major & 
Planned Gifts  
312.386.8962 

kbigham@joffrey.org

Joffrey Company Artists Yumi Kanazawa and Hyuma Kiyosawa. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

LEAVE A 
LEGACY 
THAT  
MOVES 
PEOPLE
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THE JOFFREY BALLET 

STAR 
SOCIETY

THE JOFFREY BALLET STAR SOCIETY
Anonymous (17) 
Michael Spencer Albert 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Allen 
Ken and Dyan Anderson
Patty Perkins Andringa 
Melissa M. Babcock 
Pamela J. Block 
Joan and Jeff† Blumenthal
Bethany C. Bray
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson 
Jacqueline Caputo 
Charles Capwell and Isabel Wong 
Nisha Carpenter and Naomi Carpenter 
Anne Chapman and Joshua Green 
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper 
The Cox Trust 
Marc DeMoss
Helen Elkiss 
Deborah Engle 
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner 
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark 
David Finkel 
Christine B. Fisher 
Kim Folta
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner 
Michael Goldberger 
Sue-Gray Goller 
Larry and Michelle Goodman 
Martin John Gorbien M.D. 
Sandi and Barry Hartstein 
Dale and Becky Heiking 
Marci and Ronald Holzer 
Kathy and Glenn Ihrig 
Jessica Jagielnik 
Dorothy M. Jeffries
Dar Johnson 
Marybeth Cass Johnson
Marsha Kamen 
Anne L. Kaplan 
Myrna W. Kaplan 
Arthur Stewart Kerr and  

Marcia Davis Kerr 
Paul A. Kobasa 
Tracey F. Konicek 
John C and Carol Anderson Kunze 
Dr. Lynda Lane 
Henrietta Leary 
Linda Levey 
Marsha Lieberman 
Mary Lu Linnane
Philip Lumpkin 

Sean and Heather Martin
John McAllister 
Kevin C. McGirr 
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch 
Anne Simon Moffat and  

Prof. John Keith Moffat 
Dr. Elaine Moor 
Julie Willis Moore, in memory of 

Victoria Shiflet Cress 
Eileen M. Murray
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander 
Jonathan F. Orser 
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

Gabrielle Ortiz 
Susan Peet 
D. Elizabeth Price 
Alyssa Quinlan 
Christine and Daniel Rahill 
Constance A. Rajala
Camille Kearns Rudy 
Eric C. Schieber MD 
Douglas M. Schmidt 
Heidi Schultz 
Terry A. Schwartz 
Thomas G. Sinkovic 
Craig Sirles 
Marilyn Slattery 
Brian Smith 
Carl Smith and Brian Treglown
Rita Spitz 
Marjorie Staples
Constance Steinhaus 
Jeanette Stevens 
Michael Nicholas Sutko 
Marlene A. Van Skike 
Stephen and Leslie Warner 
Ron and Ann Waters 
Magnes Welsh 
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana and Stuart Widman 
Amanda Williamson and  

Matthew Johnson 
Shannon Stone-Winding and  

Derrick Winding 
Andrea and Rich Winship 
Laurie Wood 
Patrick and Patrice Wooldridge
Maria Wynne
Mrs. Anna Mary Zarrelli

We extend special thanks to members of Joffrey’s  
Star Society for the visionary commitments they have  
made in their estate plans. This generous support ensures 
that the Joffrey will continue dancing far into the future, 
illuminating the lives of audiences and students with the 
transformative power of ballet.

† Deceased

LEGACY GIFTS TO THE JOFFREY BALLET
The Joffrey Ballet is incredibly grateful for the 
following legacy gifts received within the past three 
years. These individuals are remembered for their 
remarkable generosity and commitment to the 
Joffrey’s mission.

Audre D. Carlin
Christine DuBoulay Ellis
James D. Drury
Sonia Florian
Georgia Lee Funsten
Barbara Henigbaum Papp
Marti and Gary Kruse
Richard Schieler
Elaine Soter
Susan T. Strauss
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EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
GREG CAMERON 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

GRAINGER ACADEMY
Suzanne Lopez 
Abbott Academy Director 
Keesha Beckford 
Dance Lab Program Liaison
Oğulcan Borova 
Head of Studio Company and  
Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois 
Head of Contemporary Ballet  
Trainee Program
Brianna Brandon 
Academy Managing Director
Alex Bray 
Lead Academy Services Associate
Jason Butler 
Academy Registrar and Student Life Manager
Raúl Casasola 
Head of Adult Division and Principal Teacher
Karin Ellis-Wentz 
Head of Conservatory and  
Pre-Professional Program
Amy Giancarlo  
Head of Children’s Program to Academy
Meghann Mueller 
Adaptive Program Liaison
Hannah Ogunnubi 
Academy Production Coordinator
Megan Peters 
Academy Student Services Specialist
Deirdre Shore 
Academy Services Associate 
Rhiannon Spoelhof 
Academy Marketing and  
Communications Coordinator

ADVANCEMENT
Brian Smith 
Chief Advancement Officer
Ellen Bialek 
Associate Director of Individual Giving 
Kristen Bigham 
Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Colene Byrd 
Director of Sales & Patron Services
Jade Capua 
Associate Director of Marketing
Daria Caravette 
Institutional Giving Manager
Bryce Coachman 
Patron Services Associate
Julia Doherty 
Artistic Innovation Fund Project Manager
Sarah Fiala 
Marketing Director
Sarah Freeman 
Director of Development Operations 
Sarah Geocaris 
Director of Individual Giving

Emmy Hensley 
Annual Giving Manager
Ramsey Hoey 
Communications & Digital Media Director
Austin Jennings 
Patron Services Supervisor
Caity Kirchberg 
Major & Planned Gifts Manager
Lily Koltun 
Marketing Coordinator
Claire Leon 
Patron Services Associate
Carolyn McCabe 
Associate Director of Digital Media
Alexandra Michel 
Director of Events & Corporate Partnerships
Alicia Petrone 
Associate Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Ryan Sandy 
Patron Services Associate
Meaghan Smallwood 
Director of Development
Sierra Taylor 
Patron Services Associate
Elina Walchuk 
Patron Services Associate

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC
Nicolas Blanc 
Rehearsal Director
Adam Blyde 
Rehearsal Director
Jorge Ivars 
Company Pianist 
Christine Rocas 
Rehearsal Director
Scott Speck 
Music Director & Principal Conductor
Jared Wright 
Company Pianist

COMPANY ADMINISTRATION  
AND PRODUCTION
Cody Chen 
General Manager 
Gregg Benkovich 
Shoe Manager
Matthew Carney 
Head Electrician
Ellie Cotey 
Costume Manager 
Catherine Eby 
Company Manager
Amanda Heuermann 
Stage Manager
Jerica Hucke 
Draper
Barbara Luchsinger 
Lead Stitcher
Chris Maravich 
Lighting and Video Supervisor
Alyssa Pietrzyk 
Stitcher 
Finlay Ross 
Audio Engineer 

Bridget Rzymski  
Head of Hair and Makeup
Katherine Selig 
Principal Stage Manager
Joshua Stenger  
Artistic and Production Fellow
Adam Todd 
Head Carpenter
James Walsh 
Carpenter/Flyperson 
Shandee Vaughan 
Production Manager
Cassandra Westover 
Head Props 
John Wilson 
Assistant Electrician/Programmer
Scott Wolfson 
Technical Supervisor 
Kevin Woodrow 
Artistic Administrator and Assistant to the 
Artistic Director

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Linda Swayze 
Director of Community Engagement
Ivy Anderson 
Community Engagement Program 
Coordinator
Annika Hileman 
Community Engagement  
Program Coordinator
Julianna Jarik 
Community Engagement Manager
Ari Meixner 
Community Engagement  
Business Administrator 
Michael Smith 
Community Engagement Program Supervisor

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
Shari Massey 
Deputy Director & Chief Financial Officer 
Michelle Dunbar 
Human Resources Generalist 
Katie Dysard 
Staff Accountant 
Paul Key 
Director of Technology 
John Kurtz 
Director of Facility Operations
Gee Hoon Lim 
Director of Finance 
Lauren Martin 
Assistant to the President & CEO
Emily Rasmussen 
Office & Facilities Coordinator
Pablo Sanchez 
Board Relations Manager
Luisa Torres 
IT Technician
Stephanie Valls-Yanez  
Payroll and Accounting Coordinator
Sarah Venuti Yates 
Director of Human Resources

JOFFREY STAFF LISTING
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EUGENE ONEGIN 
 
Scott Speck 
Music Director and 
Principal Conductor

Martin West 
Guest Conductor

VIOLIN I 
Robert Hanford 
Concertmaster

Alexander Belavsky 
Assistant Concertmaster

Eleanor Bartsch 
Cristine Buciu 
Lisa Fako 
Karin Gambell 
Olga Kossovich 
Heather Wittels

VIOLIN II 
Diane Duraffourg- 
	 Robinson 
Principal Second Violin

John D. Robinson  
Assistant Principal 

Kate Carter 
Sheila Hanford 
Carmen Kassinger 
Hana Kim

VIOLA 
Josef Fischer 
Principal

Bruno Vaz da Silva 
Assistant Principal

Darren Carter 
Nicholas Pelletier

CELLO 
Walter Preucil 
Principal

William Cernota 
Assistant Principal

Mara McClain 
Nomin Zolzaya

BASS 
Collins Trier  
Principal

Greg Sarchet 
Assistant Principal

Lindsey Orcutt

FLUTE 
Mimi Tachouet 
Principal

FLUTE/PICCOLO 
Dionne Jackson

OBOE 
Paul Leuders 
Principal

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN 
Judi Lewis

CLARINET 
Heesoo Kim 
Principal

Wagner Campos

BASSOON 
Hanna Sterba 
Principal

Vincent Karamanov

HORN 
Abby Black 
Principal

Taryn Lee 
Renee Vogen 
Samuel Hamzem

TRUMPET 
Dave Inmon 
Principal

Diana Lopez

TROMBONE 
Hugo Saavedra 
Principal

BASS TROMBONE 
Mark Fry

TUBA 
Matthew Gaunt 
Principal

TIMPANI 
Ed Harrison 
Principal

PERCUSSION 
Doug Waddell 
Principal

Rich Janicki 
Michael Folker 

HARP 
Ben Melsky 
Principal

PIANO/CELESTE 
Jorge Ivars

LIBRARIAN 
Crozet Duplantier

ORCHESTRA 
PERSONNEL MANAGER 
Christine Janicki

MEMBERS OF THE 
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA
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JOFFREY TOWER  |  10 EAST RANDOLPH STREET  |  CHICAGO, IL 60601  |  JOFFREY.ORG

Joffrey Company Artist Victoria Jaiani. Photo by Todd Rosenberg.


