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Dear Families, Students, and Guests,
Welcome to our Fall Program and our first performances of the school year!  
I am incredibly honored and thrilled to begin my first full year as the Abbott Academy 
Director for The Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The Joffrey Ballet.  
This past summer brought about exciting changes behind the scenes, with a full 
Academy administrative team and updated programming in many of our divisions.  
But one thing that hasn’t changed is our commitment to excellence in offering a  
well-rounded dance education for our students, and our continued dedication to 
creating an inclusive community for all our families.

This Fall Program is especially meaningful, as it contains two works choreographed  
by The Joffrey Ballet’s co-founder Gerald Arpino in his centennial year. As we gather  
in the Gerald Arpino Studio, it seems fitting to honor the work and dedication of  
Arpino and Robert Joffrey. Also on our program is an excerpt from Frederick Ashton’s  
The Dream. The Joffrey Ballet has a long-standing history with Ashton ballets, and it is 
a wonderful challenge for our Pre-Professional Program to tackle this work, along with 
other classic repertoire. The program is rounded out by an excerpt of La Esmeralda  
and original works from two of our esteemed faculty, Keesha Beckford and  
Katlin Michael Bourgeois.

Thank you for your continued support of the Joffrey Academy of Dance 
and for trusting us with the care of your students. We are incredibly 
proud of their work, and we know you will be, too.

Suzanne Lopez,
Abbott Academy Director

Cover: Photograph from Kettentanz, Choreography by Gerald Arpino, The Gerald Arpino Foundation. Photo by Cheryl Mann. Page 2: Photo by Cheryl Mann.
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FALL PROGRAMFALL PROGRAM
Friday, November 17, 7:30 PM CT 

Saturday, November 18, 1:00 PM CT & 6:00 PM CT 
Sunday, November 19, 2:00 PM CT 

Casting can be found online at  
joffrey.org/academyprograminfo

 @joffreyacademy

Photograph from Viva Vivaldi, Choreography by Gerald Arpino, The Gerald Arpino Foundation. Photo by Cheryl Mann.
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FALL PROGRAMFALL PROGRAM
 �Viva Vivaldi — Second Movement* 
Choreography by Gerald Arpino 
Music Composition by Antonio Vivaldi 
Staging by Karin Ellis-Wentz and Suzanne Lopez 
 
PERFORMED BY THE CONSERVATORY 
 
*�The performance of Viva Vivaldi, an Arpino Ballet, is presented with permission  
of The Gerald Arpino Foundation and have been produced in accordance with the 
Foundation service standards established and provided by the Foundation.

 �Excerpt from Giselle 
Choreography by Karin Ellis-Wentz and Meghann Mueller 
Music Composition by Adolphe Adam 
 
PERFORMED BY PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION — LEVEL III

 �Garland Dance (Sleeping Beauty) 
Choreography by Marius Petipa 
Music Composition by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Adapted by Jacqueline Farina 
 
PERFORMED BY PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION — LEVEL IV

 �La Esmeralda 
Choreography by Marius Petipa 
Music Composition by Cesare Pugni 
Staging by Oğulcan Borova 
Rehearsed by Raúl Casasola 
 
PERFORMED BY THE JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY AND BALLET TRAINEES 

 �This is How It Ends or Maybe Begins 
Choreography by Keesha Beckford 
Music Composition by Led Zeppelin, played by Yamoto String Orchestra 
 
PERFORMED BY THE CONSERVATORY
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 �The Dream (Adapted from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream by William Shakespeare) 
Choreography by Frederick Ashton 
Music Composition by Felix Mendelssohn 
Staging by Karin Ellis-Wentz and Christina Salerno 
Additional rehearsal by Jennifer Grund and Vanessa Valecillos 
 
PERFORMED BY PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION—LEVELS V & VI

 �1792 
Choreography by Katlin Michael Bourgeois 
Music Composition by W.A. Mozart 
Additional Music Credit: Franz Xavier Süssmayr 
Honorable Mention for Music Credits: Contanze Mozart 
Additional Acknowledgements: 1792 is a reflection on the history of this musical 
composition and how an unfinished idea can inspire an artistic journey and offer 
possibilities for reinvention. 
 
The Contemporary Ballet Training Program made this piece is tandem with DanceWorks 
Chicago, who are currently performing the piece across Germany on tour. Katlin would like 
to thank Ellie Cotey, Jerica Hucke, Julie Nakagawa, and Suzanne Lopez for their support in 
the creation of this work. 
 
PERFORMED BY THE CONTEMPORARY BALLET TRAINEES

 �Kettentanz*
 

Choreography by Gerald Arpino 
Music Composition by Johann Strauss Sr., Johann Mayer 
Staging by Suzanne Lopez 
Rehearsed by Raúl Casasola 
 
PERFORMED BY THE JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY AND BALLET TRAINEES 
 
*�The performance of Kettentanz, an Arpino Ballet, is presented with permission  
of The Gerald Arpino Foundation and have been produced in accordance with the 
Foundation service standards established and provided by the Foundation.
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ARTISTSARTISTS
JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY  |  Dayla Bowman, Guillem Cabrera Espinach, Mingus De Swaan, 
Valeria Garcia del Castillo, Theo Greenfield, Amanda Illuminati, Lucas Lopez Garcia de Leon, 
Audrey Nelson, Clara Thiele, Alejandro Tino Baudesson

BALLET TRAINEE PROGRAM  |  Nahomi Alafita, Stevie Amthor, Rebecca Arias Celano,  
Emma Ashton, Xochitl Atienza, Bettina Barragan Sanchez, Benjamin Brown, Niko Button,  
Emma Cilke, Marian Anne Deveaux Trask, Dario Erguido Garcia-Blanco, Sofia Freeman, 
Benedetta Giuliani, Maren Goddard, Dominic Abiel Godoy Martinez, Venezia Goodman,  
Ava Hinton, Caleb Holt, Avyn Kerprich, Remy Loren, Ezra McPhie, Jackson Mitchell,  
Ana Carolina Nunes Paquete, Sojeong Park, Valentina Raphael, Paul Rivard, Andrew Sackett, 
Kyra Stafford, Musa Sultanov, Breyah Takitimu, Brendan Turner, Carter Waters,  
Derek Wippel, Nissa Wood

CONTEMPORARY BALLET TRAINEE PROGRAM  |  Elena Carr, Natalie Croney, Noemie Fortin, 
Johana Gracia Morales, Megan Greene, Ava Greenwaldt, Louisa Hall, Kendyl Muhr,  
Sarah Phillips, Lohanne Quirion, Kelsey Smith, Emerson Tait, Sofia Tucker, Ana Valezquez, 
Madyn Waskiewicz, Skylar West

CONSERVATORY PROGRAM  |  Payton Boddy, Emerson Butler, Otoha Kawata,  
Cassidy Leishman, Adyson Lloyd, Sophia Longid, Hina Masuda, Dru Oetjen, Meghan Ong,  
Xiao Ortega Valverde, Ashleigh Watkinson, Yura Yamaguchi

PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION – LEVEL VI  |  Sabrina Blair, Tori Coates, Charlotte Deike, 
Gabrielle Del Valle, Alyssia Duda, Talula Estes, Isabelle Johnson, Mio Yajima

PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION – LEVEL V  |  Jenna Barber, Genevieve Demaret,  
Emelia Fuller, Zaria Johnson, Leela Kammula, Talia Lee, Elle Marsico, Mika Matsuyama,  
Liv Nandra, Ava O’Hara, Maya Shah, Aubrey St. Louis, Yuliia Vozniak

PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION – LEVEL IV  |  Annabel Bowman, Aranza Davalillo, Chloe Hazizi, 
Inaya Lian Abdul Malik, Oliver Libke, Shania Nicholson-Frazier, Elise Ochoa, Melany Perez, 
Aurelia Sebastian, Sophia Timna

PRE-PROFESSIONAL DIVISION – LEVEL III  |  Annelise Balster, Yoon Kim, Sheppard Littrell, 
Penelope McAllister, Ava McGregor, Margaret Paldy, Francesca Pelc, Caroline Price,  
Lilah Raphael, Vedika Subhedar
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SPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKS
The Joffrey Ballet would like to thank lead supporter of  
Joffrey Academy scholarships: 
The Grainger Foundation

We also extend our thanks to our scholarship supporters:
Edward B. Beam, Jr. in loving memory of John Palatinus and  
Jack Alexander

Liz Boshardy Memorial Scholarship 

Lawrence Corry

Eric B. Eatherly Memorial Scholarship by the  
Leibovitz Family Philanthropic Foundation 

Richard Ellis and Christine DuBoulay Ellis Scholarship

Lorna Ferguson 

Guarantee Trust Life Insurance 

Joanna Hwu

Jay Byron Leibovitz
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ANNOUNCING THE 2024 WINNING CHOREOGRAPHERS

MARCH 8–10 and MARCH 15–17
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago Edlis Neeson Theater

220 East Chicago Avenue

JOFFREY.ORG

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director 
Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The Joffrey Ballet, is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey 
Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey Ballet School in New York.  
The Joffrey Academy, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the 
organizational mission, training syllabi, and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name,  
is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information, please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

WINNING WORKS SPONSORS

with board member Rita Spitz 

Wilson Garling 
Foundation

Main image: Photo by Todd Rosenberg. 

14TH ANNUAL 

WINNING WORKSWINNING WORKS

$30
TICKETS



Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director 
Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The Joffrey Ballet, is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or 
school program, including the Joffrey Ballet School in New York. The Joffrey Academy, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational 
mission, training syllabi, and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information, please contact Academy 
Reception at 312.784.4600.

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Left: Photo by Cheryl Mann. Right: Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

AUDITION 
FOR THE ONLY 

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

AFFILIATED WITH 
THE JOFFREY 

BALLET

2024 INTERNATIONAL 2024 INTERNATIONAL 
AUDITION TOUR AUDITION TOUR 

For complete audition details and dates  
visit joffrey.org/auditiontour

MASTER CLASS SERIES MASTER CLASS SERIES 
FRIDAYSFRIDAYS  |  6:45–9:15PM6:45–9:15PM

Classes are open to everyone 15+ and taught by 
various Joffrey Company Artists and professionals

Open to everyone 15+ 



THE JOFFREY ACADEMY 
Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director
Oğulcan Borova, Head of Studio Company and Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois, Head of Contemporary Ballet Trainee Program
Karin Ellis-Wentz, Head of Conservatory Program and Pre-Professional Division
Oliver Till, Head of Children’s, Adult, and Adaptive Divisions
Keesha Beckford, Dance Lab Program Liaison 
Raúl Casasola, Academy Principal Teacher 
Brianna Brandon, Academy Managing Director 
Sherry Urton, Registrar and Student Life Manager 
Rhiannon Freimuth, Academy Marketing and Communications Coordinator 
Amanda Sheller, Academy Production Coordinator 
Jennie O’Donaghue, Student Services Specialist 
Academy Reception Team: Full Time Receptionist: Brooke Ellis; Part Time Receptionists:  
Ezra Sawicki, Sydney Swanson, Hadleigh Swarts, Clara Tang, Jonna Tate 

JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY, TRAINEE, AND PRE-PROFESSIONAL FACULTY
Joffrey Academy Faculty: Sophie Allen, Keesha Beckford, Miguel Blanco, Oğulcan Borova, 
Katlin Michael Bourgeois, Raúl Casasola, Julie Chapnick, Idy Ciss, Lucia Connolly,  
Samantha Dauer, Jennifer Edgcomb, Karin Ellis-Wentz, Jacqueline Farina, Jocelyn Garner,  
Anna Gerberich, Jennifer Ingle-Grund, Jaime Hickey, Gina Hoch-Stall, Sasha Lazarus,  
Olivia Lemmenes, Racquel Mar, Trey Mauldwin, Meghann Mueller, Amber Neumann,  
Anne O’Donnell, Irina Ovsyannikova, Katie Rafferty, Kim Sagami, Christina Salerno,  
Sarah Schafer, Emily Stein, Deanna Stestura, Molly Strom, Oliver Till, Amanda Touhy,  
Vanessa Valecillos 

JOFFREY ACADEMY ACCOMPANISTS 
Mallory Baker, Emily Barrett, Lisa Krueger, John Mannos, Kyle Nelson,  
Gretel Rodriguez, Greg Smith, Paul Sottnik, Patricia Spaeth

PROGRAM PHOTO CREDITS Cheryl Mann

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF 
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The Joffrey Ballet, is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet.  
The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey Ballet School in New York. The Joffrey Academy, 
located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, 
and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more 
information, please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director


