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Welcome to Liliom,

When I first saw John Neumeier’s Liliom in Hamburg, I knew the Joffrey audience 
must experience this ballet. Though the original play was written by Ferenc Molnár in 
Hungary in 1909, John has set the ballet in a city very much like Chicago during the Great 
Depression. For anyone knowing John’s personal history, this is no surprise. He was born 
in Milwaukee and studied dance in Chicago. I am reminded of this passage from Carl 
Sandburg’s Chicago:

City of the Big Shoulders:

They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I
have seen your painted women under the gas lamps
luring the farm boys.
And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes, it
is true I have seen the gunman kill and go free to
kill again.
And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the
faces of women and children I have seen the marks
of wanton hunger.
And having answered so I turn once more to those who
sneer at this my city, and I give them back the sneer
and say to them:
Come and show me another city with lifted head singing
so proud to be alive and coarse and strong and cunning.
Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on
job, here is a tall bold slugger set vivid against the
little soft cities;

I believe you will see Chicago in John Neumeier’s Liliom. Chicago is a city of grit and 
hustle, a city of the Jazz Age. Chicago is a city of immigrants and dreamers, of tragedy 
and redemption.

I am grateful to John and his creative team for sharing this story with us. I hope you enjoy...

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

The Joffrey Ballet

Photo by Cheryl Mann.

ASHLEYASHLEY
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Chicago has long given artists something to respond to. Writers have put it on the page, 
musicians into sound, architects against the skyline, and dancers into motion.

Before the Joffrey called Chicago home, a young dancer from Milwaukee came to the city 
to study with the legendary Sybil Shearer. Those formative years prepared John Neumeier 
for a career that would span more than half a century.

Decades later, the Joffrey brings his Liliom to Chicago for the first time. The ballet carries 
traces of the Midwest, while its choreographer’s artistic life took root here—a meeting of 
place and history that gives Liliom’s arrival to the Lyric Opera House special resonance.

I often wonder: who might be beginning their story with us today?

Take the story of Houston Thomas. Houston discovered dance through a Joffrey 
Community Engagement summer program at Tuley Park on Chicago’s South Side.  
In 2024, he returned as a Winning Works choreographer to create a world premiere for 
the Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, and, in February, the Joffrey Company will 
give his newest work, Dear Chicago: A Love Letter, its world premiere as part of the Notes 
on Love program. You can witness Houston’s inspiring journey in the new Winning Works 
documentary, Joffrey Ballet: The Next Movement, premiering September 18 on PBS. 

A life in dance can lead to the stage, the studio, the classroom, or somewhere yet 
unimagined. Our responsibility is to give young people the opportunity to discover  
their way.  

And beginnings need believers. Every first chance starts with someone willing to invest 
in potential. I am especially grateful to the generous sponsors of Liliom, whose support 
helped bring this production to the Joffrey, and to everyone who makes our work possible. 
Please join me in celebrating our supporters listed throughout this program. 

As we open a new season, Chicago continues to give artists something to respond to. 
Thank you for being part of what begins here.

	
Greg Cameron
President and CEO
The Joffrey Ballet

GREGGREG
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Twenty-five years calls for a celebration, and the Joffrey Women’s Board plans to make  
the most of it.

Since 2002, Women’s Board members have championed the Joffrey and its ambitions. 
They have supported artists and opened the world of dance for countless young people 
across Chicago. 

Their impact takes many forms. Women’s Night welcomes new audiences into the theater, 
while the En Pointe fundraiser supports mainstage productions. Scholarships and stipends 
through the Tribute Fund offer even more ways to invest in the Joffrey’s future.

The Board’s dedication to education has created opportunities that can change the course 
of a life. Each year, the Maureen Dwyer Smith Scholarship gives a talented student a place 
at the Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, and the Kathy Smith Scholarship brings 
dance into a Chicago classroom through Fund a School. Our sponsorship of a female 
Winning Works choreographer empowers an emerging artist to carry her vision from the 
studio to the stage.

Add those opportunities to a quarter century of service, and the reach is extraordinary. 

So this season, we intend to celebrate accordingly.

We will share the stories of the members whose leadership helped shape the Joffrey’s 
course, toast the partnerships forged along the way, and gather around the astounding 
work their generosity continues to make possible. 

Liliom opens a season defined by artistic ambition, making it exactly the right place to 
begin. As you experience this larger-than-life production, I hope you feel some of what 
has kept the Women’s Board so devoted to the Joffrey for all these years.

There is much to celebrate, even more to look forward to, and a full season ahead of us.  

Farissa Knox
President
Joffrey Women’s Board

FARISSAFARISSA
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LILIOM 
PRODUCTION CREDITS
LIVE ACCOMPANIMENT BY  
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA AND  
ROB PARTON BIG BAND

Music Director and Principal Conductor 
SCOTT SPECK

Guest Conductor NATHAN BROCK

Cover Conductors ELI CHEN and 
NICHOLAS KOO

Choreography by JOHN NEUMEIER

Music by MICHEL LEGRAND

Costume Design by JOHN NEUMEIER

Set Design by FERDINAND WÖGERBAUER

Lighting Design by JIM FRENCH and JOHN NEUMEIER

Staged by NIURKA MOREDO, MARIJN RADEMAKER,  
and KONSTANTIN TSELIKOV

World Premiere: December 4, 2011, Hamburg Ballett,  
Hamburg State Opera, Germany

Joffrey Premiere: September 17, 2026, Lyric Opera House, Chicago, IL

2026–2027 SEASON  |  LILIOM

A BALLET BY JOHN NEUMEIER

Joffrey Company Artists Reed Henry and Evan Boersma. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.
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Image Courtesy of Czech National Ballet. Photo by Sergei Gherciu.
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PROLOGUE  |  Playland in ruins
The Balloon Man. After sixteen years in 
purgatory, Liliom is allowed to briefly 
return to Earth to perform a good deed. 
He brings a star, stolen from heaven,  
for his son Louis, who does not recognize 
his father and refuses the gift. Angry and 
frustrated, Liliom strikes his son. Louis’ 
mother Julie appears. Julie remembers 
Liliom, who was once a barker for a 
carousel in Playland.

SCENE 1  |  Playland
The amusement park is dominated by 
Liliom’s presence. He is employed by 
the owner of the carousel, Mrs. Muskat, 
and is also her lover. Julie and her friend 
Marie, waitresses in a café in Playland, 
visit Mrs. Muskat’s carousel once again. 
Julie is wooed by a shy young man, but 
is, in fact, searching for Liliom. A drunken 
sailor barges into the crowd and harasses 
Julie, who is defended by Liliom. Ficsur, a 
character of the underworld, slips the sailor 
a knife, but Liliom wins the fight and lets 
the sailor free. Mrs. Muskat is jealous of 
Julie. Confrontation — Mrs. Muskat fires 
Liliom.

SCENE 2  |  A lonely place
Marie and Julie are waiting on a park 
bench. Marie’s boyfriend, Wolf, appears —  
later, Liliom. Julie and Liliom are alone. 
They stay together — but are unable to 
confess their love.

INTERLUDE
Ficsur tries to persuade Liliom to join him 
in his criminal dealings.

SCENE 3  |  Men looking for work
A crowd of unemployed men, including 
Liliom and Ficsur, compete for the few 
available jobs.

SCENE 4  |  At home
Preparations for Marie and Wolf’s wedding. 
Liliom appears, unemployed, unhappy 
and angry. Julie and Liliom are alone. 

Frustrated, Liliom lashes out at Julie.  
Mrs. Muskat appears. She tries to persuade 
Liliom to return to the carousel. Liliom 
hesitates. Alone again, Julie reveals to 
Liliom that she is carrying his child.  
Liliom dreams of a future with his son.

SCENE 5  |  Marie and Wolf’s wedding
The wedding guests celebrate Marie 
and Wolf’s marriage. Ficsur and Liliom 
withdraw from the party, while the shy 
young man dances with Julie. Liliom and 
Ficsur naively try to commit a robbery, but 
the crime goes wrong. Liliom tries to flee. 
As the police arrives, he recognizes the 
hopelessness of his situation and stabs 
himself. Julie mourns Liliom. She professes 
her love for him.

SCENE 6  |  In the beyond
The Balloon Man accompanies Liliom 
on his journey into the beyond. Liliom 
appears before the gatekeeper and must 
admit that he has struck Julie. Devils 
appear. In defense, the Balloon Man recalls 
the fight with the drunken sailor, in which 
Liliom, clearly the victor, did not harm 
the sailor. Consequently, Liliom is not 
irrevocably damned. During the following 
sixteen years in purgatory, Liliom’s son 
grows up.

SCENE 7  |  Louis
Now sixteen years old, Louis lives near the 
ruins of Playland. Marie and Wolf are very 
wealthy and move to a finer neighborhood 
with their son Elmer. The Balloon Man 
leads Liliom to his son. Louis does not 
recognize his father. Liliom tries to give 
him a star, stolen from heaven, but his son 
refuses the gift. Frustrated and angered 
by the rejection, Liliom lashes out at Louis. 
Julie appears. Picking up the star, she feels 
Liliom’s presence. It is as if he is whispering 
to her: “Know that I love you.”

RUN TIME  |  2 hours and 20 minutes 
including a 20 minute intermission
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A BALLET OF LOVE, DEATH, AND REDEMPTION
The metaphysical level is deeply woven throughout Liliom, dealing with the theme 
of death — one of the cornerstones of Neumeier’s choreographic and dramaturgical 
concept. The entire story is framed by the notion that Liliom is already dead. In 
Neumeier’s version, we witness his life and deeds through memory rather than as a 
straightforward narrative.

Unlike Ferenc Molnár’s original play, Neumeier did not approach Liliom as a realistic social 
drama, although he retained its social themes. Instead, he saw the work’s potential in its 
dreamlike, metaphysical dimensions.

Despite its tragic ending, Liliom also contains elements of comedy in the style of Johann 
Nestroy, alongside influences of naturalism, Freudian psychology, and subtle eroticism.

BA
LLET N

O
TES

BA
LLET N

O
TES



The Joffrey Ballet  |  11

2026–2027 SEASON  |  LILIOM

CONTRAST, DUALITY, AND INTEGRITY OF CHARACTERS

JULIE AND LILIOM
Liliom, after whom the ballet is named, is a carnival barker—a handsome, attractive young 
man who belongs wholeheartedly to the carousel and the fairground. He is a womanizer 
who loves women yet never hesitates to leave them. He is dominant, sensitive, rough, 
and gentle all at once: both a seducer and a lover.

His character is deeply troubled. Little is known about his origins. Even “Liliom” is not 
his real name but rather a nickname. In Molnár’s play, he refers to himself at one point 
as Andreas Zavoczki. In a sense, he invented himself. To truly understand him, one must 
consider his past, which appears to have been lonely and sorrowful.

Liliom is an antihero. As a showman, he is sensual, expressive, and full of self-confidence 
in his dancing—the fairground world lies at his feet.

His life oscillates between carefree enjoyment and the harsh reality of unemployment, 
poverty, and hopelessness. The turning point comes when this “supermacho” meets 
Julie. Her fragility and gentleness awaken something within him. Yet he is terrified that if 
he truly opens himself to another person, he will ultimately be disappointed, abandoned, 
and lose everything. In his relationship with Julie, he protects himself by refusing to admit 
or express his feelings.

Julie is his opposite. She loves Liliom sincerely and completely. More emotionally mature 
than he is, she is willing to walk life’s path alongside him. At the beginning, both give up 
their previous lives in order to be together.

When Liliom discovers that Julie is pregnant with his child, he experiences a profound 
moment of realization. For perhaps the first time, he believes he may be able to give 
someone what he himself has always lacked. He wants to provide for his family and 
offer unconditional love. Yet despite these intentions, he fails. In a desperate attempt to 
support them, he commits an amateur robbery that ends in tragedy.

Although Liliom cares deeply for Julie, he cannot express his emotions. Unable to  
care for her in the way he wishes, he becomes overwhelmed by helplessness, frustration,  
and anger.

One of the emotional highlights of the ballet is Julie’s dance monologue after Liliom’s 
death. She confesses that although he may not have been the best man, she loved him 
throughout his life and continues to love him after his death.

In the fairy-tale finale of the ballet, Liliom is allowed to return to Earth for the sake of 
his child. Whereas Molnár’s original play centers on Liliom’s sixteen-year-old daughter, 
Neumeier instead gives him a son named Louis (similar to the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical adaptation).

Liliom’s self-projection becomes most evident through his son. At first, audiences might 
mistake the lonely, aimless boy seen at the beginning of the ballet for Liliom himself— 
a memory of youth. The message is that a thread of innocence, longing, and hope 
continues from father to son.
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JULIE AND LILIOM (continued)
An element of innocence runs throughout the entire story. Molnár writes with humor and 
compassion, suggesting that fate—whatever name we choose to give it—brings people 
like Julie and Liliom together.

In the 1930 film adaptation of Liliom by Frank Borzage, a carpenter courts Julie at the 
beginning of the story, inviting her to a beer garden and later to the amusement park. 
The character recalls Count Paris from Romeo and Juliet: an ideal partner for Julie, if only 
she had wanted him.

MRS. MUSKAT
In Molnár’s play, Mrs. Muskat owns the carousel where Liliom works as a barker. She is an 
authoritative and pragmatic woman who exercises considerable power over him.

John Neumeier further develops this relationship by portraying Mrs. Muskat not only as 
Liliom’s employer, but also as a classic femme fatale. She becomes the embodiment of 
social power and temptation—a seductive figure who ultimately controls Liliom’s fate.

THE BALLOON MAN
In Neumeier’s Liliom, the Balloon Man is far more than a secondary character. He serves 
as a guide between worlds—between life and death—as well as a judge and an ironic 
reflection of Liliom’s destiny.

The balloons symbolize both lightness and the fragility of human existence. The Balloon 
Man accompanies souls through the transition from life to death. At the moment of 
Liliom’s death, he appears as a mediator who introduces him to the afterlife, where his 
actions are examined and his life is replayed. Rising lightly into the air, the balloons 
symbolize transcendence and an ascent to another plane of existence.

One cannot help but notice similarities between Neumeier’s Balloon Man and Tadeusz 
Kantor’s “theatre of death” (teatr śmierci). In Neumeier’s work, the Balloon Man is a 
liminal being—someone “from elsewhere” who guides Liliom through the space between 
life and death. He is not alive in the ordinary sense of the word.

Similarly, in Kantor’s theatre, the dead return among the living as figures who exist 
between memory and oblivion, between past and present. Both Kantor and Neumeier 
therefore explore characters who exist outside conventional reality—beings who are “no 
longer of this world.”

Liliom’s grounded, rough personality provides a striking contrast to the Balloon Man’s 
playful, light, almost weightless presence. This juxtaposition allows audiences to view 
Liliom’s life as both a tragedy and, paradoxically, something touched by hope.

The balloons themselves also evoke childhood—symbols of innocence, purity, joy,  
and wonder. Through them, the Balloon Man introduces into the story everything Liliom 
either lost or never managed to grasp during his lifetime.

C
H

A
R

A
C

TERS
C

H
A

R
A

C
TERS



The Joffrey Ballet  |  13

2026–2027 SEASON  |  LILIOM

THE CAROUSEL AS A SYMBOL OF LIFE
In Neumeier’s ballet, the fairground represents both promise and illusion. Lonely people 
arrive while couples depart; the carousel becomes the symbolic center of suburban life 
and a metaphor for life itself.

Like life, there is not enough room for everyone on the carousel. The strongest survive 
while others are left behind. The carousel becomes a symbolic stage where dreams, 
ambitions, and identities are constantly performed. The world of fantasy transforms into a 
catwalk—a platform for self-presentation and self-assertion.

During times of severe poverty, the desire to escape into fantasy is understandable.  
A carousel with its dazzling lights offers a temporary refuge from hardship.

Calling Liliom an artist, comedian, entertainer, magician, or even a sorcerer may be an 
exaggeration, yet within the magical world of the fairground he embodies all of these 
roles. His charisma dominates the carousel and captivates everyone around him.
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ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 
Ashley Wheater has dedicated his life to dance. He was born in Scotland and trained at 
The Royal Ballet School in England. He worked with Frederick Ashton, Kenneth MacMillan, 
and Michael Somes in numerous ballets at Covent Garden, including Swan Lake, Sleeping 
Beauty, Giselle, Manon, Anastacia, and The Dream. Wheater danced with Rudolf Nureyev 
in Nureyev and Friends at the London Coliseum.

On Nureyev’s advice, Wheater joined the London Festival Ballet and danced in his Romeo 
and Juliet and Sleeping Beauty. He danced in Glen Tetley’s Sphinx and Greening and in 
Festival Ballet’s large repertoire of classics and new creations. Under the artistic direction 
of John Field, he was promoted to Principal Dancer at the age of 20.

In 1982, he joined the Australian Ballet where he continued dancing principal roles in both 
classical and contemporary work, especially in the John Cranko full-length ballets.

In 1985, at the invitation of Gerald Arpino, Wheater joined The Joffrey Ballet. For the next 
four years, he performed various works by American choreographers including William 
Forsythe, Gerald Arpino, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, and Laura Dean, as well as repertoire  
by Ashton and Cranko.

Joining the San Francisco Ballet in 1989, he continued his creative career working under 
Helgi Tomasson, and with choreographers James Kudelka, David Bintley, and many 
more. In 1997, he retired from dancing and was appointed Rehearsal Director and, later, 
Assistant to the Artistic Director at the San Francisco Ballet.

Since his appointment in 2007 as artistic director of The Joffrey Ballet, his passion and 
commitment to the Joffrey have been evident in the quality that he has brought to the 
dancing and to the repertoire. He has invited world-renowned choreographers, as well  
as fresh young talent, to create new work for the company. Wheater has added new  
full-length works to the Joffrey’s repertoire, including Lar Lubovitch’s groundbreaking 
Othello, Ronald Hynd’s The Merry Widow, and Yuri Possokhov’s Don Quixote.

In 2008, Wheater was the recipient of the Boeing Game-Changer Award in recognition of 
his commitment to community engagement in Chicago and to the celebration of diversity 
through dance. He sits on the Advisory Board for Dance Magazine, serves as the Artistic 
Advisor for ChiArts, and is the Advisor to the Arts for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois.  
In 2010, Wheater, representing The Joffrey Ballet, was named Lincoln Academy Laureate, 
the highest honor presented by the State of Illinois, and in 2013 the Chicago Tribune 
named him “Chicagoan of the Year.” In 2015, Wheater received the University of Chicago 
Rosenberger Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the Creative and Performing Arts. 
In December 2019, he was appointed to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Photo by Cheryl Mann.
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GREG CAMERON 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Driven by his lifelong love for the arts, for his hometown, and for connecting with people 
from every background, Greg Cameron leads The Joffrey Ballet as President & CEO, 
responsible for organization-wide administration and strategy. Under Greg’s partnership 
with The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE, the Joffrey has set new 
records at the box office and built the strongest financial foundation in its history. 

His 2013 appointment was the culmination of three decades of work in arts administration 
and philanthropy. “I always loved art, but I wasn’t a great artist,” he says. “I could paint 
by numbers, or I could connect the dots. I realized early on I was a good dot connector. 
I could connect people to each other and help them get involved with the things they 
believe in.” 

As a child in suburban Chicago, Greg ran a makeshift theater out of his garage and 
sold more mints than anyone else for his local YMCA. And as an adult, he turned those 
passions into a career raising funds for the cultural organizations he loves. At the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs; the Art Institute of Chicago; the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, where he rose to the role of Deputy Director and Chief Development Officer;  
and WTTW/WFMT, where he served as COO, Greg dedicated himself to supporting  
art and artists and to creating meaningful experiences for others. 

“The Joffrey brings it all together for me,” he says. “It’s about collaboration,  
partnership with the community, honoring and supporting artists, and telling stories  
that truly move people.”

Today, Greg leads the Joffrey’s efforts to support unforgettable productions and new 
commissions, reach out to organizations and communities across Chicago, and open  
up world-class ballet for audiences from all backgrounds. Throughout the span of his  
40-year career as an arts administrator in Chicago, Greg has volunteered for a wide range 
of nonprofit organizations and civic committees. He currently serves on the Facing History 
and Ourselves Chicago Advisory Board and the State Street SSA Commission. Greg was 
recently honored by the Association of Fundraising Professionals Chicago Chapter with 
their Benjamin Franklin Award, in recognition of the significant achievements throughout 
his long career, serving as a role model for his profession.

BIOS
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ADAM BLYDE
Associate Artistic Director
Adam Blyde trained at The Royal Ballet School, graduating in 2001. He has appeared 
with The Royal Ballet and joined the Scottish Ballet in 2003, where he was promoted to 
Principal in 2008. While there, he danced in Ashley Page’s Cheating, Lying, Stealing,  
32 Cryptograms, Soft Underbelly, Nightswimming into day, The Nutcracker, Walking In 
the Heat, The Pump Room, Fearful Symmetries, Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, Pennies 
From Heaven, and Alice. He also performed in Siobhan Davies’ White Man Sleeps; 
Stephen Petronio’s MiddleSexGorge and Ride the Beast; Richard Alston’s Dangerous 
Liaisons and Carmen, Krzysztof Pastor’s In Light And Shadow, and Romeo & Juliet; Hans 
van Manen’s Five Tangos; George Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments, Episodes, Agon, 
and Rubies; Diana Loosmore’s Chasing Ghosts; Peter Darrell’s Five Rückert Songs, and 
Othello; William Forsythe’s Artifact Suite and Workwithinwork; Frederick Ashton’s Façade 
and Scenes de Ballet; Paul Liburd’s From Where; Val Caniparoli’s Still Life; Jorma Elos’ 
Kings 2 Ends; Kenneth MacMillan’s Song of the Earth; Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s  
A Streetcar Named Desire; and Martin Lawrance’s Run For It.

Blyde joined Rambert Dance Company in 2013, dancing Mark Baldwin’s The Comedy 
of Change, What Wild Ecstasy, and The Strange Charm of Mother Nature; Christopher 
Bruce’s Rooster; Merce Cunningham’s Sounddance; Richard Alston’s Dutiful Ducks; 
Ashley Page’s Subterrain; Lucinda Childs’ Four Elements; Barak Marshall’s The Castaways; 
Shobana Jeyasingh’s Terra Incognita; and Itzik Galili’s A Linha Curva. He joined The Joffrey 
Ballet as Rehearsal Director in June 2016.

THOMAS EDWARDS
Rehearsal Director
Originally from Worcester, Thomas trained at Harlequin Stage School before moving 
to London at 16 to begin his vocational training at Central School of Ballet. During his 
training, he was awarded the Central Friends Trust Award and was a finalist in both Young 
British Dancer of the Year 2012 and the prestigious Prix de Lausanne 2013.
 
Alongside his performing career, Thomas developed an extensive body of work as a 
rehearsal director, stager and assistant choreographer. He has staged productions for 
the Paris Opera, Opera Wrocławska, Scottish Ballet, Ballet Central and Rambert School, 
while also serving as the long-time assistant and stager to Scottish Ballet’s Resident 
Choreographer, Sophie Laplane.
 
Passionate about dancer development, Thomas also holds an MSc in Strength and 
Conditioning with Distinction and a First Class BA (Hons) in Professional Dance and 
Performance. Through combining his experience as a professional dancer with his 
knowledge of performance science, he has developed a unique approach to supporting 
dancers’ technical, artistic, and physical development.
 
Thomas is excited to begin this new chapter as Rehearsal Director at The Joffrey Ballet 
and looks forward to supporting the artistic growth of the Company, helping bring its 
diverse repertoire to life, and meeting everyone in person while working closely with the 
artists and staff.
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CHRISTINE ROCAS 
Rehearsal Director

Christine Rocas was born in San Diego, California, and grew up in the Philippines.  
She performed with Ballet Manilla from 1998 to 2005, dancing principal (or lead, leading) 
roles in ballet including The Nutcracker, Le Corsaire, La Bayadère, Swan Lake, The Sleeping 
Beauty, and Don Quixote. In 2005, she was a silver medalist at the New York International 
Ballet Competition where she received the Arpino Award, remaining as a Company Artist for 
19 seasons.
 
During her Joffrey career, Christine danced leading roles in ballets by Gerald Arpino (Light 
Rain, Reflections, Round of Angels, Sea Shadow, The Nutcracker); Sir Frederick Ashton 
(Cinderella, The Dream); George Balanchine (Apollo, Prodigal Son, The Four Temperaments, 
Stravinsky Violin Concerto); William Forsythe (In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated); Ronald 
Hynd (The Merry Widow); Kurt Jooss (The Green Table); Cathy Marston (Jane Eyre); Wayne 
McGregor (INFRA); Krzysztof Pastor (Romeo & Juliet); John Neumeier (Sylvia); Marius Petipa, 
staged by Lola D’Avila (Giselle); Justin Peck (In Creases, The Times Are Racing, Year of the 
Rabbit); and Jerome Robbins (In the Night, Interplay). 
 
Christine originated roles in world premiere works from Nicolas Blanc (Beyond the Shore, 
Evenfall, Under the Trees’ Voices); Val Caniparoli (Incantations); James Kudelka (Pretty 
BALLET); Jessica Lang (Crossed); Edwaard Liang (Age of Innocence, Woven Dreams); 
Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa (Mammatus); Ashley Page (Tipping Point); Yuri Possokhov (Anna 
Karenina, Bells, Don Quixote); Stanton Welch (Son of Chamber Symphony); and Christopher 
Wheeldon (The Nutcracker). Other notable roles include Romeo and Juliet balcony pas 
de deux by Augustus Damian III, a world premiere by Martin Lawrence, and an originating 
role in the ballet/opera Orphée and Eurydice by John Neumeier. She was also featured in 
the short film Bertha choreographed by Cathy Marston, and two music videos (Red Violin 
Caprices, Valse Triste) with internationally acclaimed violinist Philippe Quint.
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SCOTT SPECK  
Music Director & Principal Conductor
With recent performances in London, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, New York, Chicago,  
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Washington, Scott Speck has inspired international 
acclaim as a conductor of passion, intelligence and winning personality.

Scott Speck is one of the most active conductors on Chicago’s cultural scene. In addition 
to his many Joffrey performances, he is Artistic Director of the Chicago Philharmonic, 
and he has become a frequent guest for the Chicago Symphony’s family concerts. He is 
currently the Illinois Council of Orchestras’ Conductor of the Year.

Speck’s concerts with the Moscow RTV Symphony Orchestra in Tchaikovsky Hall garnered 
unanimous praise. His gala performances with Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, 
Renée Fleming, Midori, Evelyn Glennie, and Olga Kern have highlighted his recent 
seasons as Music Director of the Mobile Symphony. He has collaborated with Carnegie 
Hall as Music Director of the West Michigan Symphony. He was invited to the White House 
as former Music Director of The Washington Ballet. 

In recent seasons, Speck has conducted at London’s Royal Opera House at Covent 
Garden, the Paris Opera, New York’s Lincoln Center, Washington’s Kennedy Center, 
Chicago’s Lyric Opera House, San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera House, and the  
Los Angeles Music Center. He has led numerous performances with the symphony 
orchestras of Baltimore, Houston, Chicago, Paris, Moscow, Shanghai, Beijing, Vancouver, 
Romania, and Slovakia, among many others.

Previously, he held positions as Conductor of the San Francisco Ballet; Music Advisor 
and Conductor of the Honolulu Symphony; and Associate Conductor of the Los Angeles 
Opera. During a tour of Asia, he was named Principal Guest Conductor of the China Film 
Philharmonic in Beijing.

Speck is the co-author of two of the world’s best-selling books on classical music for a 
popular audience, Classical Music for Dummies and Opera for Dummies. These books 
have received stellar reviews in the international press and have garnered enthusiastic 
endorsements from major American orchestras. They have been translated into twenty 
languages and are available around the world. His third book in the series, Ballet for 
Dummies, was released to great acclaim as well.

Speck has been a regular commentator on National Public Radio, the BBC,  
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, and Voice of Russia, broadcast throughout the 
world. His writing has been featured in numerous magazines and journals.

Born in Boston, Speck graduated summa cum laude from Yale University. There he 
founded and directed the Berkeley Chamber Orchestra, which continues to perform to 
this day. He was a Fulbright Scholar in Berlin, received his Master’s Degree with highest 
honors from the University of Southern California, served as a Conducting Fellow at the 
Aspen School of Music, and studied at the Tanglewood Music Center.

Scott Speck can be reached at scottspeck.org, and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  
@ScottSpeckMusic.

Photo of Scott by Cheryl Mann.
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JOHN NEUMEIER 
Choreographer, Costume Designer, and Lighting Designer
John Neumeier was born in 1939 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he received his first 
dance training. He continued his dance studies in Chicago as well as at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee where he created his first choreographic works. After further ballet 
study both in Copenhagen and at The Royal Ballet School in London, John Cranko invited 
him in 1963 to join Stuttgart Ballet, where he progressed to soloist and continued his 
choreographic development.

In 1969, Ulrich Erfurth appointed Mr. Neumeier Director of Ballet Frankfurt, where he  
soon caused a sensation with his new interpretations of such well-known ballets as  
The Nutcracker and Romeo and Juliet. In 1973, August Everding invited him to become 
Director and Chief Choreographer of the Hamburg Ballet. Under his direction, The 
Hamburg Ballet became one of the leading ballet companies on the German dance 
scene and soon received international recognition. As a choreographer, Mr. Neumeier has 
continually focused on the preservation of ballet tradition, while giving his works a modern 
dramatic framework. His ballets range from new versions of full-length story ballets 
to musicals and to his symphonic ballets, especially those based on Gustav Mahler’s 
compositions, as well as his choreographies to sacred music. His latest creations for the 
Hamburg Ballet: The Sleeping Beauty (new version, 2021), Hamlet 21 (2021), Beethoven 
Project II (2021), Dona Nobis Pacem (2022) and Epilogue (2024). In 1975, John Neumeier 
conceived the Hamburg Ballet Days as a climax and end to each season. In 1978, he 
founded the School of the Hamburg Ballet. In 1989 the school, together with the company, 
moved into its own “Ballettzentrum” provided by the city of Hamburg. Its facilities 
include nine studios and a boarding school for over 30 students. Today almost 80 % of the 
company’s dancers are graduates from the school.

John Neumeier has worked as guest choreographer with many companies, including  
The Royal Ballet in London; The Vienna, Munich and Dresden State Operas; The Stuttgart 
Ballet (for which he has created several works); The Royal Danish Ballet; The Ballet of the 
Paris Opera; The Tokyo Ballet; American Ballet Theatre in New York; San Francisco Ballet; 
Joffrey Ballet; Boston Ballet; The National Ballet of Canada; The Ballet of the Mariinsky 
Theater; Moscow Bolshoi and Stanislavsky Ballet; and The National Ballet of China,  
among others.

John Neumeier established the John Neumeier Foundation in February 2006 with the aim 
of preserving and eventually making available to the public his collection of dance and 
ballet-related objects. The Foundation will maintain and secure his repertoire and related 
materials for the city of Hamburg.

In 2011, John Neumeier founded Germany’s National Youth Ballet. The young company  
of eight dancers is based at the Ballettzentrum in Hamburg but finds its performing 
spaces away from the Hamburg Opera. In addition to international touring this creative 
young company dances in schools, retirement homes and various social projects.
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MICHEL LEGRAND
Composer
Michel Legrand, native and resident of Paris, was one of the most successful foreign-born 
composers ever to grace the American best-seller lists. From his very first success in the 
United States with the memorable album I Love Paris in 1954, his productivity continued 
unabated throughout his life. He garnered three Oscar Awards, three GRAMMY Awards 
and an Emmy nomination along the way to prove it.

One of his most unforgettable works is the score for the classic 1964 film The Umbrellas of 
Cherbourg, which marked his first recognition from the Motion Picture Academy. He won 
his first Academy Award for Best Song for “The Windmills of Your Mind,” which appeared 
in the 1968 film The Thomas Crown Affair. He later picked up the Oscar for Best Original 
Dramatic Score, for the movie The Summer of ‘42, and years later, in 1984, he won for Best 
Original Song Score for the Barbra Streisand movie Yentl, a work which Time magazine 
called, “the most romantic, coherent and sophisticated movie score since Gigi a quarter 
century ago.”

In addition to his prodigious writing skills, Legrand was a conductor of renown and a 
virtuoso jazz pianist. He has conducted and appeared with such ensembles as  
The Pittsburgh Symphony, The Minnesota Orchestra, The Buffalo Philharmonic and the 
symphony orchestras of Atlanta, Denver, New Orleans, Montreal and Vancouver.
He had made well over 100 albums and has collaborated with such major stars as Maurice 
Chevalier, Miles Davis, Kiri Te Kanawa, Sarah Vaughan, Stan Getz, Jack Jones, James 
Galway, Ray Charles, Lena Horne along with the afore-mentioned Barbra Streisand, whose 
album Till I Loved You features the Legrand song, “On My Way to You,” (which was written 
for Maureen McGovern) with lyrics by frequent Michel Legrand collaborators, Marilyn and 
Alan Bergman.

His last credited work before his death was for the 2018 French film J’ai Perdu Albert. 
Legrand also recently contributed the score to Orson Welles’ posthumously released  
The Other Side of the Wind.
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FERNIDAD WÖGERBAUER
Set Designer
Born in Salzburg, Austria, Ferdinand Wögerbauer began his formal education in sculpture 
and continued his studies in set and costume design at the Universität Mozarteum in 
Salzburg. Since 1985, until May 2003, he was a regular contributor to the Salzburg Festival, 
serving as assistant designer, deputy head of design, and later as head of design. His 
creative work spans multiple media, including stone, wood, paper, and mural painting.  
He has also taught as a lecturer at the Accademia di Belle Arti in Lecce and Urbino.

His extensive stage design work encompasses opera, theater, and ballet, collaborating 
with acclaimed directors and choreographers such as Achim Benning, Jürgen Flimm,  
Klaus Metzger, Andrea Moses, Christian Nickel, Peter Stein, Bob Swaim, Stefano 
Vizioli, and Stephen Wadsworth. Productions include classics such as Alpenkönig und 
Menschenfeind, Faust 1, Wallenstein Trilogy, I Demoni, Troilus and Cressida, Zio Vanja, 
Don Giovanni, Eugene Onegin, Macbeth, Věc Makropulos, Jenufa, Die Zauberflöte,  
Le Nozze di Figaro, La Damnation De Faust, Boris Godunow, Don Carlos, and numerous 
contemporary premieres and international collaborations across major venues from 
Hamburg, Berlin, Wien, Milan, Rome, Paris, Moscow, London, Lyon, Helsinki, Zürich, 
Athens, Warszawa, Chicago, Los Angeles and New York to Salzburg, and Edinburgh.  
With John Neumeier (Hamburg Ballet) he is associated with the work on Messiah, 
Orpheus, Weihnachtsoratorium I–III, Weihnachtsoratorium IV–VI and Liliom.

Recognized for his visionary designs, he has received multiple awards, including the 
Premio Le Maschere del Teatro Italiano for Best Scenographer, and has been repeatedly 
nominated for the Golden Mask.

JIM FRENCH 
Lighting Designer
Jim French is an acclaimed lighting designer whose artistry has illuminated stages and 
captivated audiences worldwide. With a career spanning over two decades, Jim’s designs 
have graced performances in 25 different countries and across 36 U.S. states.
As a scholar as well as an artist, Jim holds a Master of Fine Arts in Lighting Design from 
Carnegie Mellon University School of Drama (2002) and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
from the University of California at Berkely (1999). Jim’s contribution to the arts includes 
lighting more than15 world premieres for San Francisco Ballet and serving as the Resident 
Designer for Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet for nine dynamic seasons. He lives in 
Oakland, California, and often volunteers for Dancers Responding to AIDS, DanceFAR, 
and Bike East Bay.
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NATHAN BROCK
Guest Conductor
Born in Canada, conductor Nathan Brock is fluent in the style and aesthetic of the 
traditional European masterworks in all disciplines — opera, concert and ballet —  
having trained and spent most of his career working on the continent.

Brock completed his conducting studies at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater Zürich 
with Johannes Schlaefli in 2008. Other important influences came during his two summers 
as a conducting fellow at the Academy of Conducting, Aspen Music Festival, from David 
Zinman and at the Lucerne Festival from Bernard Haitink, as well as in masterclasses in 
Finland with Jorma Panula.

Brock began his career in 2009 as assistant conductor with the Montreal Symphony  
and shortly thereafter was promoted to Resident Conductor. During his 5-season tenure, 
he was instrumental in establishing the orchestra in their new hall La Maison Symphonique 
and was recognized with multiple awards for his programming, concerts and outreach 
activity by the Quebec, Ontario and Canadian arts councils respectively. In this period,  
he performed with the orchestra over 125 times and shared the stage with many renowned 
artists, such as Maxim Vengerov and Stephen Hough.

In 2015, he returned to Europe to join the music staff at the Hamburgische Staatsoper as 
Kapellmeister. During his four seasons in Hamburg, he conducted an extensive repertoire 
ranging from popular revivals such as L’Elisir d’Amore, Il Barbieri di Siviglia, Le Nozze di 
Figaro, Hänsel und Gretel, La Belle Hélène, Eugene Onegin etc. to new productions such 
as Erzittre, Zauberflöte, Sweep. He also regularly worked with legendary choreographer 
John Neumeier and the Hamburg Ballet performing new ballets Eleonora Duse, Anna 
Karenina as well as revivals of Giselle, Chopin Dances, Don Quixote, Kameliendame, Liliom.

As a guest conductor, he has performed with Orchestre National d’Ile de France,  
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Symphonique de Québec, Edmonton Symphony, 
Orchestre National Pays de la Loire, Symphony Nova Scotia, Victoria Symphony, Hamilton 
Philharmonic, Filarmonica di Torino and in theaters such as the Komische Oper Berlin,  
the Royal Swedish Opera, New National Theater Tokyo, Four Seasons Centre Toronto, 
Koch Theater, Kennedy Center.

Brock recently recorded the World Premier of the opera BOUND, by Canadian composer 
Kevin Lau, with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra which is due to be released March 2022.

Upcoming performances include debuts with the Royal Ballet, Hessisches Staatstheater 
Wiesbaden, Norwegian National Ballet, Danish National Ballet Copenhagen, Orquesta 
Filarmonica de Concepcion, Neubrandenburger Philharmonie and return engagements in 
Toronto, Hamburg and Stockholm.

In addition to his accomplishments as a musician he also has a keen interest in history, 
with a degree in History and International Relations from the University of Toronto. During 
the CORONA lockdowns he completed an Executive MBA at The Rotmann School of 
Management, Canada’s premier business school. Follow him @nathanbrock.conductor
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NIURKA MOREDO 
Stager
Born in Puerto Rico, Niurka Moredo began her ballet training in San Juan with Nana Hudo. 
She continued her dance education at the School of Southern Ballet Theater in Orlando, 
Florida and later joined that company. In 1990 she became a member of the Royal Danish 
Ballet, dancing solo roles in the Bournonville repertoire as well as in the ballets of George 
Balanchine and John Neumeier among others. In 1995 Ms. Moredo joined the Hamburg 
Ballet and was promoted soloist in 2000. She danced numerous solo roles in important 
Neumeier ballets such as Nijinsky, The Odyssey, The Lady of the Camellias, As You Like 
It, Le Sacre, Vaslav, Saint Matthew Passion, and the Third and Fifth Symphony of Gustav 
Mahler. With John Neumeier she created the roles of Polina Andreyevna in The Seagull, 
Heather in Preludes CV, and leading roles in his Messiah and Winterreise. In the course 
of her career, she also danced the works of John Cranko and Jiří Kylián and worked with 
choreographers such as Stephan Thoss, Kevin Haigen, Gustavo Sansano, and Petr Zuska. 
Ms. Moredo danced Aurora and created the role of Ruby Fairy in Mats Ek’s Sleeping 
Beauty. She was featured in Donya Feuer’s dance film The Working of Utopia, and in the 
year 2000 Ms. Moredo was awarded the Dr. Wilhelm Oberdörffer Prize. Having retired as 
a dancer in 2007, Niurka became a Rehearsal Director of the Hamburg Ballet working on 
nearly the entire repertoire in the choreographer’s catalogue. Apart from her work with the 
company in Hamburg, she has staged many of Neumeier’s ballets throughout the world 
for the San Francisco Ballet, the Stanislavsky Ballet Moscow, the Bavarian State Ballet, the 
National Ballet of China, the Polish National Ballet, the Joffrey Ballet, the Royal Danish 
Ballet, the Houston Ballet, the Vienna State Ballet, the Finnish National Ballet, and the 
Korean National Ballet. 

MARIJN RADEMAKER 
Stager
Marijn hails from Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Born in 1981, he trained in Amsterdam, 
Arnhem and The Hague and joined the Stuttgart Ballet as a group dancer in 2000.  
He was promoted to Demi-Soloist in 2004, and, skipping the Solits rank, to Principal 
Dancer in 2006. In Stuttgart, he danced numerous leading roles in works by John Cranko, 
including Romeo in Romeo and Juliet, Onegin and Lenski in Eugene Onegin, and 
Petruchio and Lucentio in The Taming of the Shrew. Numerous leading choreographers 
created roles for him, such as Mauro Bigonzetti (Rocco in I fratelli), Edward Clug (Ssss...) 
and Christian Spuck (Leonce in Leonce and Lena, Cardillac in Das Fräulein von S.), For his 
performance in Marco Goecke’s solo Äffi, Marijn Rademaker received the German Theatre 
Prize ‘Der Faust’ in 2016 in the category ‘Best Male Dancer’. From 2015 to 2018, he was 
Principal Dancer with the Dutch National Ballet and subsequently worked there as a ballet 
master. As a choreographer, he has worked for the Bundesjugendballett and the NRW 
Juniorballett, amongst others. Together with Sue Jin Kang, he staged John Neumeier’s 
ballet The Lady of the Camellias on the Korean National Ballet in 2025.
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KONSTANTIN TSELIKOV  
Stager
Konstantin Tselikov received his dance education at the Dnipro Academic Opera and 
Ballet Theatre, the State Conservatory of Prague, and the School of the Hamburg Ballet 
under John Neumeier. He joined the Hamburg Ballet as a member of the corps de ballet 
in 2004, became a soloist in 2011, and performed in this capacity until 2020. Since 2020, 
he has served as a teacher and ballet master at both the Hamburg Ballet and its School, 
sharing his extensive knowledge with the next generation of dancers. As a performer, 
Tselikov contributed to numerous world premieres and created roles in many of John 
Neumeier’s ballets. His repertoire also includes leading roles in works by Frederick Ashton, 
Rudolf Nureyev, August Bournonville, and Jerome Robbins. He has choreographed pieces 
for young choreographers’ showcases, solos for Hamburg Ballet dancers, and folklore 
pieces for the School of the Hamburg Ballet, presented in Nijinsky Gala performances and 
school productions. Additionally, he performed at the Tanya Pearson 80 Years Anniversary 
Gala, directed by Paul Boyd, and worked as ballet master in the creation of Edvin 
Revazov’s Shakespeare Sonnets, which premiered at the Hamburg State Opera.

BIOS
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SPONSOR A SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE  
GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET

SHAPE THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF ARTISTS

With the help of generous donors like you, the Joffrey 
provides over $500,000 in scholarships and tuition 
waivers annually to students at the Grainger Academy of 
The Joffrey Ballet.

Our Academy Scholarship program ensures that dedicated 
students have access to world-class training and exceptional 
performance opportunities at Joffrey, eliminating financial 
barriers on their paths to becoming professional dancers. 

“�Being part of the Grainger Academy 
scholarship program truly changed 
my life. It allowed me to fully dedicate 
myself to my training and growth  
as an artist, while being surrounded  
by a community that constantly  
inspired me. I hope my journey reflects 
how meaningful and transformative  
this kind of support can be for  
future generations.” 

— José Pablo Castro Cuevas

To learn more about our Scholarship 
program please contact Kristen Bigham, 
Director of Major Gifts, at 312.386.8962 
or kbigham@joffrey.org. 

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The 
Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey Ballet School in New York. 
Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only 
school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including 
those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information, please contact Academy Reception at 
312.784.4600.  |  Photo by Katie Miller.

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

Greg Cameron, President and CEO

Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director 



The Joffrey Ballet  |  31

2026–2027 SEASON  |  LILIOM

Joffrey Company Artist Anais Bueno.
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OFFICERS

James D. McDonough
Board Chair

Chuck Smith
Vice Chair

Courtney C. Shea
Treasurer

Ronald J. Allen
Secretary

Ashley Wheater MBE
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director

Greg Cameron
President and CEO

Shari Massey
Assistant Treasurer

Pablo Sánchez
Assistant Secretary

DIRECTORS

Ted Acosta
Mary Rose Alexander
Annie Atzeff
Mary Jo Basler
Monique Burt Williams
Ofelia Casillas
Kyoko Crawford
Marc DeMoss
Roger Deromedi
Pamella Roland DeVos
Adam DeWitt
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel
Patti S. Eylar
Shelley MacArthur Farley
Lorna Ferguson
Brendan Fernandes
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Juliana Ford
Patrick M. Gallagher Jr.
Jill Garling
Dana Hokin Garvey
Mark Giragosian	
Linda Chaplik Harris
Sandi Hartstein	
Jerrilyn M. Hoffmann
Richard S. Holson III
Lashana Jackson
Greg Jenkins
Jason Kalajainen
Anne L. Kaplan
Jim Kirk
Farissa Knox
Guy Lakonishok 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Marcie Lape (Raia)
Donna M. LaPietra
Michael Larsen
Barry Litwin
Coco Meers
Matthew Meiners
Jess Merten
Gary Metzner
Susan B. Noyes
Susan G. Oleari
Katie Ossman

Diane Patience
Barbara E. Reed
Carey S. Roberts
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Elva Rubio
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Liz Sharp
Ildefonso Alvim de Abreu e Silva
Yash Singh ‡

Unmi Song
Rita Spitz
MarrGwen Townsend
Joel V. Williamson
Sarah Wills

LIFE DIRECTORS

Patty Perkins Andringa
Grace Barry†

Fred Eychaner
Sonia Florian†	
Mrs. Robert W. Galvin
Patricia H. Gerber†

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
Bruce Sagan†

Maureen Dwyer Smith†

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III
Joseph H. Wender
Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

PAST CHAIRPERSONS

William M. Daley
Fred Eychaner
Gary E. Holdren
Anne L. Kaplan
Dr. David A. Kipper†

Zachary D. Lazar Jr.
C. Steven McMillan
Bruce Sagan†

Maureen Dwyer Smith†

Pamela B. Strobel
Jason J. Tyler
Ronald V. Waters III

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

† Deceased
‡ Golub Capital Board Fellow 

As of July 1, 2026
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Farissa Knox
President

Jessica Jecmen
1st Vice President 

Jenelle Chalmers
Kyoko Crawford
2nd Vice Presidents

Chrissie Walker
Secretary 

Paula Borg
Treasurer 

Halie Lyn Braden
Karen Peters
Members-at-Large 

Elisabeth Adams 
Morayo Adisa
Lori Arnold
Anna Assenmacher 
Annie Atzeff
Jackie Avitia-Guzman
Melissa M. Babcock*
Ellie Bane
Beth Barakat
Sally K. Bauer
Maria Black
Ms. Carolyn A. Blessing
Leslie Bradberry
Jaya Canaan
Rachel M. Cannon
Lauren Chazen
Jillian Cole
Roniesha L. Copeland
Lissette Cortes Lade
April Daly
Nicole Marie Davis
Kavita Merry DeVaney
Merritt DeWitt
Ellen Distelheim 
Beth Engel 
Patti S. Eylar
Johanna Ferguson 
Krystina Fisher
Bethany Florek  
Anne Forman
Ellie Forman

Jennifer Fraser
Dana Hokin Garvey
Sharon Glickman
Darcy Goldfarb, MD 
Alexis Perez Gross
Heather Gustafson
Stacie R. Hartman
Sandi Hartstein
Leigh Ann Herman
Dominika Malinowska 
Hertsberg

Elizabeth M. Higashi
Arica Hilton
Caroline Moore Hinrichs
Jerrilyn M. Hoffmann 
Megan N. Hoffmann
Sherry Lea Holson
Qi Holtzman 
Lauren Huefner
Joanna Hwu
Amy Joffe
Marsha Kamen
Anne L. Kaplan 
Lauren Keane
Kathleen Klaeser 
Kathleen Krehbiel*
Melinda Jackovich Lagrange 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD 
Kathryn Lattner
Wende Fox Lawson 
Anne Lazar* 
Dania Leemputte 
Kathryn Meneely Leister 
Cheryl Loeding
Ann C. Logue
Joan Malliband 
Sandy Mandel
Elizabeth Marcus, MD
Mary Lou Marinas
Rachel Martell
Heather Martin
Corinne Martindale
Edyta Mazza
Helen Hall Melchior* 
Irene Michaels
Rosemary Milew
Jennifer Minkow
Jennifer H Moeller
Stephanie Nelson
Lilian Ngobi
Linda Curtis O’Bannon, MD

Susan G. Oleari 
Tracey Patterson
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD 
Molly Piech 
Cynthia Berryman Pinsky 
Elizabeth Bowers Pinsky 
D. Elizabeth Price 
Christine Rahill* 
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt 
Ellen R. Rissman
Dori Rothschild
Emily Rubenstein 
Amber Samuelson
Dr. Susan Scanlon
Carrie Scharbo
Margaret Scheyer
Paola Sebastianelli
Molly Lange Schirf 
Sarah Schrup 
Liz Sharp 
Courtney Shea 
Veronica Siegel
Alyssa Skekloff
Marilyn Slattery 
Maria Smithburg 
Olga Stambler
Lisbeth Stiffel 
Rebecca Stone
Nancy Sussman
Robin Swartzman
Cheryl Tama Oblander
Lauren D.W. Tatar 
Marina D.W. Tatar
Stephanie Thierer
Jaclyn Tholl
Melissa Trandel 
Shala Wagh
Abbey Wallach
Bonalynn Wallach
Genevieve Custer Weeks
Magnes Welsh 
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana Weiss Widman 
Laurie Wood 
Julie Zuckerman

SUPPORTING AND  

NON-RESIDENT 

Dora J. Aalbregtse 
Julie O’Donnell Allen 
Melissa Anton 

Dr. Emily L. Arch 
Mary Jo Basler
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Sophie Bross  
Marisa Bryce 
Joan Colmar  
Pamella Roland DeVos 
Deborah Gordon Engle
Jennifer Rubin Fabian 
Shelley MacArthur Farley
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Sue-Gray Goller 
Stephanie M. Grinage 
Marjorie E. Habermann
Diana E. Harris
Elisa D. Harris 
Julie Harron
Martha Higgins  
Courtney A. Hoffmann  
Sharon King Hoge 
Marci Holzer 
Mary Blaney Humenansky
Candace Collins Jordan
Beena Joseph
Elizabeth Ann Kasten  
Donna M. LaPietra 
Leslie Logsdon 
Astrid A. McKinnon
Julianne Migely
Anne Simon Moffat 
Shauna Montgomery 
Danijela Neckrysh
Shawna Owen
Victoria Poindexter
Camille Kearns Rudy
Amelia Silva  
Carol J. Stone 
Stacy Straub 
Kathleen A. Swien
Yolanda Tyler 
Noren Ungaretti  
Victoria Verity 
Carol A. Walter 
Ann Waters 
Pam Phillips Weston
Joyce M. Wippman
Marcie L. Wright  
Leslie Zentner

WOMEN’S BOARD OF THE JOFFREY BALLET

*Indicates Honorary Member  |  List current as of August 2026
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GENERATION J

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Sarah Shu, Leadership Council Co-Chair 

Peter Wasik, Leadership Council Co-Chair

Andre Hansford, Outreach Leader 

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan,  
Membership Leader 

GEN J GIVERS

Rachel Bartunek and Jeremy Bartunek

Kelsey Bourgeois

Dominic Cador

Mrs. Erin C. Court and  
Mr. Stephen Court

Mr. Phil DeBoer

Kyle Easter

Kelly Finzer

John Mark and Alexis Giragosian

Andre Hansford

Yessica Herrera

Dana Iverson

Chanelle Lacy

Jacqueline Lentz

Lauren McKenzie

Alejandra Moyano

Noel Foundation for the Arts

Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan and  
Alex MacMillan

Jennifer Payne

Wesley Pytlowany

Kate Shepherd

Ms. Sarah Shu

Raquel Smith

Jacqueline Stewart

Peter Wasik

Abigail and Adam Wasserman

Diamond Michelle Woods

As of September 2026

GENERATION J  |  2026–2027

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON  
GETTING INVOLVED, CONTACT:

JADE CAPUA
jcapua@joffrey.org  
Associate Director of Marketing
Generation J Liaison

GENERATION JJ

Generation J supports the ongoing success of The Joffrey Ballet 
through initiatives designed to generate awareness, loyalty,  
and engagement among dynamic young professionals between 
21–40 years of age.
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The arts mean business. When The Joffrey Ballet brings a production of 
exceptional scale to our city, such as John Neumeier’s Liliom, the impact extends 
far beyond the stage. Artists, musicians, designers, stagehands, craftspeople, 
and countless others come together to create a memorable experience that 
gives Chicago its energy.

Investments in world-class artistic experiences strengthen our city’s economy.  
They create jobs, attract visitors, support local businesses, and reinforce 
Chicago’s reputation as one of the world’s leading cultural destinations.

Donor support helps make these ambitious productions possible. It enables 
Chicago audiences to experience groundbreaking works like Liliom while 
sustaining the talent, expertise, and collaboration required to bring them to life.

Make a gift to the Joffrey and preserve the arts as a vital force for good in 
our communities. Together, we can foster creativity, bring people together, and 
ensure that the transformative power of the arts continues to brighten lives and 
strengthen the place we call home.

Give online at joffrey.org/fall

THE ARTS
MEAN BUSINESS

Liliom. Photo by Sergei Gherciu, courtesy of Czech National Ballet.

http://joffrey.org/fall
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The Joffrey Ballet extends its sincere 
appreciation to the visionary supporters 
whose philanthropy fuels artistic 
innovation, exceptional performances, 
and transformative community 
engagement. The following list honors 
those who made contributions between 
August 1, 2025, and August 1, 2026. 
Although we are unable to recognize 
every supporter in these pages, we 
remain profoundly grateful for the 
generosity of all who invest in the 
future of The Joffrey Ballet and the 
communities we serve.

$100,000–$499,999

$50,000–$99,999

IN MEMORY OF  
RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS

 

$25,000–$49,999

$10,000–$24,999
Accenture
Boston Consulting Group
Ernst & Young LLP
Hoffmann Family of Companies
Mayer Brown LLP
Northern Trust
Peoples Gas Community Fund
PwC
WTTW WFMT

$5,000–$9,999 
Oberweis Dairy
Sidley Austin, LLP
United States Artists

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous
JPMorgan Chase

$1,000–$2,499
Captrust
Plante Moran
Sahara Enterprises, Inc. Fund at  

The Chicago Community Foundation
Amsted Industries
The Lebermuth Company, Inc.

$500–$999
Harlequin Floors
The Fortnightly of Chicago
Goodman Law Group | Chicago
The Silverman Group, Inc.

MATCHING GIFTS
Abbott Fund
Abbvie
ADP Matching Gift Program
American Family Insurance Co.
Archer Daniels Midland Company
Assured Guaranty
Baird
BP Matching Funds Programs 
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Constellation
CVS Caremark
Franklin Templeton
Google
Inasmuch Foundation
ITW
LinkedIn
Lockton Companies, LLC
Microsoft Corporation
Morningstar, Inc.
Munich Re America Services, Inc
PayPal Giving Fund
Pinterest
Raytheon Technologies
S&P Global Foundation
The Saints
Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.
Takeda Pharmaceuticals  

North America, Inc.
TRIAD Capital Management

† Deceased

CORPORATE DONOR LISTING
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INDIVIDUALS
Mary Jo and Doug Basler
Ofelia Casillas
Diana E. Harris
Sandi and Barry Hartstein
Anne L. Kaplan
Margaret Scheyer
Susan Snider

$100,000–$499,999

 

 
Leveraged by Greg Jenkins

 
Leveraged by Prof. and  
Mrs. Ronald J. and Julie O. Allen

$50,000–$99,999
 

Leveraged by Jim Kirk

	
Leveraged by Ted Grady and Ross Slotten

$25,000–$49,999

 
Leveraged by Joel V. Williamson

$10,000–$24,999
Big Foot Media
Latham & Watkins LLP 

Leveraged by Mary Rose Alexander

$2,500–$9,999
Chirp Design, Inc
Hotel 55 Chicago
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.

IN-KIND SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Joffrey Ballet is grateful for general operating support from the Illinois Arts Council,  
a CityArts grant from the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events,  
a Tourism Grant from the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity,  
and support from the Live Theater Tax Credit Program through the Illinois Department of  
Commerce and Economic Opportunity Film Office.

https://dceo.illinois.gov/ 
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The Joffrey Ballet extends its sincere 
appreciation to the visionary supporters 
whose philanthropy fuels artistic 
innovation, exceptional performances, 
and transformative community 
engagement. The following list honors 
those who made contributions between 
August 1, 2025, and August 1, 2026. 
Although we are unable to recognize 
every supporter in these pages, we 
remain profoundly grateful for the 
generosity of all who invest in the 
future of The Joffrey Ballet and the 
communities we serve. 

$1,000,000+
The Florian Fund 
Nicholas and Susan Blankenbaker Noyes 

in memory of Clara Rideout Noyes 
and her love of ballet 

Searle Consultants Account at  
The Chicago Community Trust

$500,000–$999,999
Anne L. Kaplan
Margot and Josef Lakonishok

$100,000–$499,999
Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
Fadell and Kuznicki Legacy Gift
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark
Sonja† and Conrad Fischer
The Julius N. Frankel Foundation
The Grainger Foundation
Lindy and Mike Keiser
Estate of Susan T. Strauss
Lynda Sue Lane, MD
Jane Ellen Murray Foundation
Negaunee Foundation
Alexandra C. Nichols
Holly Palmer Foundation 
Sage Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Robert and Penelope Steiner  

Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Tatar

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III
Audrey L. Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson
Zell Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
Edward B. Beam, Jr. in Loving Memory 

of John Palatinus and Jack Alexander
The Brinson Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust
Wilson Garling Foundation
Ethel and William† Gofen
Kiphart Family Foundation
Julie and Guy Lakonishok
The John D. and Catherine T.  

MacArthur Foundation
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John Patience
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Schaible-Seidlitz Foundation
Courtney C. Shea
Rita Spitz and David Blears
Steinmetz Foundation
Jeanette Stevens
Liz Stiffel

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous (2)
Annie and Kristopher Atzeff
Carey and Brett August
Bluhm Family Foundation
Roderick Branch
Mr.† and Mrs. Dean L. Buntrock
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson
Marion A. Cameron-Gray and  

J. Douglas Gray
Bruce Sagan† and Bette Cerf Hill
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper
Chicago Free For All Fund at  

The Chicago Community Trust	
Rebecca Coke and Chris Beukenkamp
Crown Family Philanthropies
Pamela Crutchfield
Ann M. Drake
Jana French and Peter Gotsch

Christine Gay and Cyrille Blum 
Nancy Koltun
Michael and Jennifer Larsen
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky
James D. McDonough
Coco B. Meers and Ethan Meers
Jess and Amanda Merten
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
Polk Bros Foundation
D. Elizabeth Price
Carol Prins and John Hart
Carey Shea Roberts
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Susan M. Ruder
Shirley and Patrick Ryan
Cari and Michael J. Sacks
Eric C. Schieber, MD
Bill and Orli† Staley
Marjorie Staples
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Townsend
The Trachtenberg Family  

Charitable Fund
U.S. Bank Foundation
Richard and Diane Weinberg
Miles White

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous (3)
Ted Acosta
Marilyn Archer and Jack Eby
Luann and David Blowers
Liz Boshardy Memorial Fund
Cynthia T. Bridges
Mrs. Joyce Chelberg
Patricia O’Neill Cox
Kyoko and James Crawford
Elliott Crigger
Jon and Eleanor DeMoss
Marc DeMoss
Lois Eisen and Stephen Eisen
Former Mayor and Ambassador to Japan 

Rahm Emanuel and Amy Rule
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner
Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Jo Ferguson and Nick Grossi
Marilyn Fields and Larry Fields

† Deceased

INDIVIDUAL AND FOUNDATION 
DONOR LISTING
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† Deceased

Nancy Follis
Virginia and Peter Foreman
Mimi and Bud† Frankel
Suzanne Gerhold
Jennifer Gray
Karen Gray-Krehbiel and  

John Krehbiel, Jr.
Joan M. Hall
Dr.† and Mrs. Alan G. Harris
Harris Family Foundation
Sandi and Barry Hartstein
Janet W. Helman
Elizabeth Higashi 
Richard S. Holson III
Lauren M. Huefner
Glenn Ihrig And Kathy Ihrig
Lashana Jackson and Faheem Majeed
Jessica Jecmen and Dave Morris
Elle Kim
Klaff Family Foundation
Kovler Family Foundation
Margaret Kuhajek
Marcie Lape and Andy Raia
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary D. Lazar, Jr.
Paul Legac and Alison Cisek
Jay Byron Leibovitz in loving memory of 

Eric B. Eatherly
Krystyna Kiel and Alexander Templeton
Ms. Linda Levey
Jessie and Douglas MacDonald
Richard and Martha Melman Foundation
Dr. Elaine Moor
Morrison-Shearer Foundation 
Sylvia Neil and Dan Fischel
Susan G. Oleari
Sharon Olson
Abby McCormick O’Neil and  

D. Carroll Joynes
Mary Jo Potts and Jim Selsor
Bonnie Price
Stephen Reiss and Rena Hozore Reiss
Jerome Robbins Foundation and Trust
Tricia and Mark Rothschild
Liz Sharp
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Melissa de Abreu e Silva and  

Ildefonso Alvim de A Silva
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith
Peter and Deborah Smith
Mr. Edward B. Smith, Jr.

Lisa and Daniel Stein
Pamela and Russ Strobel
Nancy Sussman
Nasrin Thierer and Mark Thierer
Cynthia Van Osdol and John B. Sandwick
Hilary Weinstein
Pamela Phillips Weston and  

Roger L. Weston

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Prof. and Mrs. Ronald J. and  

Julie O. Allen
Michael Amiet and Emily Strobel Amiet
Patty Perkins Andringa
Janet and Steven Anixter
Mary and Lewis Flint
Mr.† and Mrs. Brian W. Babcock, Sr.
Susan Baird and Stephen Baird
Baskin Family Foundation/Judy Wise
Sally and Bruce Bauer
Carolyn A. Blessing
Paula Borg and Tom Stemwedel
Halie Braden
Suzanne Cameron and  

Stephen Cameron
James D. Drury Trust
Deborah and Cody Engle
Jamie-Clare Flaherty
Kristen Fondriest
Arthur L. Frank
Jennifer Fraser
Laura Front and Marshall Front
Mary and Lionel Go
Michelle Goodman and  

Larry J. Goodman, MD
Martin John Gorbien, MD
Mary L. Gray
Stacie R. Hartman
Kathleen and Mark Hechinger
Joanna Hwu
Marsha Kamen
Rosemary King
Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett
Thomas and Susan G. Koltun
Matthew Kortiz
Gloria Lehr
Luminarts Cultural Foundation
Phil Lumpkin
Rachel and Aaron Martell
Mazza Foundation

Janet Melk
Joseph Mensah
Barbara and Jonathan Moss  

Family Foundation
Drs. Marsha and Robert† Mrtek
Mary Ellen Pavone, MD and  

Christopher Novak
Michael Payette
Karen Peters and Charles Frank
Carol Glass Pollock
Barbara E. Reed
Michael and Terri Reyes
Susan Scanlon
Sarah O. Schrup
Heidi Schultz
Sara and Steve Schumann
Barbara Landis-Seid and Barre Seid
Elizabeth Shaver
Sarah Shu
Edwin and Richard Stebbins
Peggy Swartchild
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander
Nathan Tannenbaum Foundation Inc.
Lauren D.W. Tatar and Scott Borstein
Stephanie Thierer and Connor Still
Bridget Thomas and Gerry Barad
Virginia Tobiason
Mr. and Mrs. Jason J. Tyler
Heather and Mark Uicker
Marilyn F. Vitale and David Vitale
Leslie and Stephen Warner
Roberta Washlow and Robert Washlow 
Dia S. Weil
Magnes Welsh
Ashley Wheater and Brian Johnson
Diana and Stuart Widman

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (4)
Dora Aalbregtse and R. John Aalbregtse
Melissa Lane Anton
Anna Assenmacher
Ellie Bane
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III
Catharine Bell
Meta S. Berger
Shaun Block and Andrew Block
Phoebe Boelter and Fred Boelter
Ms. Evelyn Bosenberg
Leslie Bradberry
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In Memory of John and Marilyn Brazzale
Sean Breedlove
Anthony Bruck
Katharine Burns and Nicholas Burjek
Carlyle and Jean Cameron
Rachel M. Cannon
Adela Cepeda
Jenelle and Steve Chalmers
Don and Susan Civgin
Jim Condon and Jeff Kerr
Roniesha Copeland
Mrs. Erin C. Court and  

Mr. Stephen Court
Barbara Cullen
Mike DelBene
Cathy Deutsch
Mr. and Mrs. Adam DeWitt
Shawn M. Donnelley and  

Christopher M. Kelly
Bethany Kitick
Kim Folta
Anne and Randy Forman
Ellie Forman
Judith Freeman
Suzanne and Albert M. Friedman
John Mark and Alexis Giragosian
Bruce A. Gober, M.D.
Darcy Goldfarb, M.D.
Sue-Gray Goller
Good Deeds Fund at The Chicago 

Community Foundation
Alanna Gordon and Robert Gordon
Anthony† and Susan Grosch
Alexis Gross
Jo Haley
Betty and Ed Harris
The Heestand Foundation
Leigh Ann Herman and Michael Herman
Dr. Dominika Hertsberg
Sarai Hoffman and Stephen Pratt
Julie Holland
Marci and Ronald Holzer
Sandy Ihm and Kenneth Belcher
Amy Joffe
Lauren Keane
Wendy Kilcollin and T. Eric Kilcollin
Roberta Johnson Killeen and  

Timothy Killeen
Kathleen Klaeser
Farissa Knox
Erica and Frank Kuhlmann
Lissette Cortes Lade

Derek and Sarah Ladgenski
Katherine Lau
Wende and Jim Lawson
Dania Leemputte
Kathryn Leister and Douglas Leister
Jacqueline Lentz
Benedicte Lestiboudois
Deborah and Larry Levinson
Paul† and Mia Levy
Susan Lichtenstein and John Rokacz
Susan Lucas and Stuart Lucas
Joan and David Malliband
Sandra Mandel and Alan Pollak
Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove
Mary Lou Marinas
Heather Martin
Cori Martindale
Shari and Bill Massey
Edyta Mazza
Helen Hall Melchior
John R. Menninger
Sally Metzler and George Dunea
Irene Michaels
Ms. Karen K. Migaldi and  

Mr. Scott F. Migaldi
Julie Miles
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch
Barbara Moser and David Moser
Stephanie Nelson
Linda Curtis O’Bannon MD
Lee and Sharon Oberlander
Amy O’Donnell
Julian Oettinger
Sheryl Perlman and Daniel Perlman
Lorna and Ellard Pfaelzer
Rheva Phillips
Joe and Molly Piech
Cindy Pinsky
Victoria Poindexter and  

Joseph P. Gaynor III
Constance A. Rajala
Hallie Blanchard Rehwaldt and  

Thomas Rehwaldt
Alan Ronson
Emily Rubenstein and Angel Rivera
Elva Rubio
Barbara Atkins Ruhman
Judith and Michael Sawyier
Carrie and Mark Scharbo
Margaret and Eric Scheyer
Mrs. Illeane Schwartz
Veronica Siegel

Craig Sirles
Alyssa Skekloff
Marilyn Slattery
Brian Smith and Geyer Morford
Maria and William D. Smithburg
Olga Stambler
Dr. Paul and Shirley Stanley
Carol J. Stone
William and Mary Summers
Jill and John Svoboda
Robin Swartzman
Lindsay and Anthony Tako
Mark and Andrea Amdahl Taylor
Jaclyn Tholl Tolinski and Ross Tolinski
Mrs. Adrienne S. Traisman and  

Dr. Edward S. Traisman
Melissa and David Trandel
Dana Shepard Treister and  

Dr. Michael Roy Treister
David J. Varnerin
Erica Volk
Shala Wagh
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Annie Wallis and Tom Whitehead
Peter Wasik
Albert Weiss
Olga Weiss and Dr. George Honig
Susan L. Welsh
Amy and Chad Williams
Leslie Zentner
William Ziemann
Julie and Daniel Zuckerman

$1,500–$2,499
Anonymous (2)
Greg Albiero and Mark Zampardo
The Evelyn Alter Family Fund at  

The Chicago Community Foundation
Celia Althage
Carrie Beach
Kenneth and Laura Berk
Heiji and Brian Black
D. Jeffrey† and Joan H. Blumenthal
Robyn Bowland
Whitney Brady
Anne Brody and Michael Brody
Sophia Bross
J Kamala Buckner
Sally Cameron and Douglas Cameron
Caroline Hinrichs and Mark  Hinrichs
Jillian Cole
Mrs. John C. Colman

† Deceased
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Mark Cozzi and James Goeke
Janet Cummings and R. Cummings
Terri and Alfred D’Ancona
Nicole Marie Davis
Mr. and Mrs. William Farley
Facility Foundation
Jackie Fischel
Geoffrey A. Flick
Sharon Glickman and Gary Wiesman
Beverly Grossman
Maureen Guon
Suzanne Hagen and Christopher Hagen
Olivia Hagerty
Robert Holland
Janice L. Honigberg and  

John A. Hedges
Dr. Maryl R. Johnson
George Jurkowich
Singh Kanwar
Myrna Kaplan
Sherry and Barry Kaplan
Nancy Wilcox Karger
Gloria and Dan Kearney
Drs. Kristi L. Kirschner and  

Raymond H. Curry
Tracy Kupferberg
Melinda and Lucien Lagrange
Ms. Donna M. LaPietra and  

Mr. William Kurtis
John Lewis
Mary Lu Linnane
Peter Litton
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Litwin
Blythe McGarvie and Mark McGarvie 
Monica McGurk
Adrienne Meisel and Rand Sparling
David Melody
Robert and Lois Moeller
Steven Morris
Stephanie Murray
Therese Obringer
Mary Jane O’Connor
Jennifer Ohl
Marjory Oliker
Heling Olson
Janet Oppenheimer
Katie Ossman
Jill and Geoffrey Parker
Donna Marie Pawl-Smith
Mike Pierce
Philip Pierce and Anthony Schreiber

Ibby Pinsky and Milton Pinsky
Eunice Valdivia
Cindy Raymond
Camille Kearns Rudy
Sahara Enterprises, Inc. Fund at  

The Chicago Community Foundation
Molly Schirf and Brian Schirf
Patricia Schmalzl and William Schmalzl
Lois Scott and David May
Marcey Siegel and Kenneth Siegel
Dr. Timothy Gallagher and  

Mr. Andrew Sokol
Patricia Sternberg
Jacqueline Stewart
Lonnie E. Stewart
Becca and Eric Stone
Daniel Voelker
Alison Ranney
Abigail Wasserman and  

Adam Wasserman
Ms. Helen L. Dunbeck and  

Dr. John Zimmermann

$1,000–$1,499
Anonymous (3)
Lorin Adolph
Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider
Mark Altschul
Kristine Anderson and Tom Coonan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Arensman
Katherine Armstrong
Rachel Bartunek and Jeremy Bartunek
Alicia Bassuk
Barbara Bermudez
Bob Besio
William Boyer
Melanie Brown
Axel Brunger and Tom Burke
Monique Burt Williams
Bonnie Bush and John Peart
Maureen Byron and Scott Byron
Michael Cardinale
Ofelia Casillas
Dianne Casuto
Rowland Chang
Nada Coleman
Emma Crossman
Michael Crowley and Danny Miller
Dana Iverson
Leslie A. Delany
Frank and Faith Dusek

Wendy Eager
Kyle Easter
Ramona Ennabe
Christopher Esbrook
Brendan Fernandes 
Louise Frank
Greg and Christine Gallagher
Patricia and Michael Gillian
Katie Gleason
Walter and Karla Goldschmidt 

Foundation
Colette Gordon and Gerald Gordon
Amy and Michael Gordon
Nancy Gottlieb Bauer
Delta Greene
Lee C Gregory
Tonja Hall and Max Hall
Andre Hansford
Courtney and Sebastian Hoffmann
Krista and Douglas Hogarth
Dennis Holtschneider
Maureen Huefner
Mary Ittelson
Elaine Jaharis and Steven Jaharis
M.J. Jiaras
Lynn Jones and George Jones
Donna Kamuda
The Kellcie Fund
Shante King
Anita Koltun Wolfram
Emily Kos
Jennifer Krejci
John C. and Carol Anderson Kunze
Kyle Lattner and Kate Lattner
Marketa Lindt
Gary Macdougal and Ying Dai
Glenna Maki
Steven Mayer and Carole Schecter
Kathleen and Gerard Maynard
Kevin McGirr
Lori Mertz
Susan Mindell
Jen Moeller
Prof. Keith and Anne Moffat
Catherine Moore
David Moscow
Ann Nash and Tom Nash
Maurine Neiberg and Robert Sloan
Jane Nicholl Sahlins
Jamin and Phoebe Nixon
Kathy and James Norr

† Deceased
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Tiffany Okoye-MacMillan and  
Alex MacMillan

William and Karen Page
Golnar Phillips and Joseph Phillips
Katherine Plaster
Christine Pope and Michael Pope
Barbara Psimoulis and Sam Psimoulis
Laura Ferrell and Grant Riedesel
Joseph Rubinelli
Onnie and Steven Scheyer
Jan and Howard Schultz
David Schulz
Cheryl Seder and John Seder
Cynthia Shewan
Alexander Smith
Brian Smith
Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith
Raquel Smith
Salme Harju Steinberg and  

Michael Steinberg
Carole Stone and Arthur Susman
Sandra Sweet and Mira Frohnmayer
Dr. Mark Majkowski and  

Ms. Kathleen Swien
Dr. Audrey Tatar and Dr. Michael Bresler
Claudia Temple
Erin Vanden Brook
Albert Walavich
Rosemarie Waleska
Genevieve Weeks
Tina Weil and Peter Weil
Stephanie Yancey
Scott Yonover
Alice and Herb Zarov

$500–$999
Anonymous (4)
Elizabeth Alexander and Todd Alexander
April Poidomani and Macray Poidomani
Marcia Ashton and Rick Ashton
Deirdre Asnis
Todd Baisch and Alan Woodard
Elizabeth Balthrop
Sandra Bass
Charlotte Bath and Alan Bath
Marcia Baylin
Peggy Beata and Ron Beata
Leigh and Henry Bienen
Alison Blaser
Lexis Blitstein
Kelsey Bourgeois

Jeanne Brett
Alison Brown 
Breanna Caldwell
Danny Carroll
Jane Chapman and John Chapman
Geetaben Chaudhari
Nina Colby 
James Colello
Joan Colmar
Kathleen Cook
Taylor Cowan
Lunden Cunningham
Magdalena Czerniak
Ryan Daliege
April Daly and Miguel Blanco
Philip DeBoer
Mr Kevin Demaret and  

Mrs Carolyn Demaret
M. J. Demetras
Judith Desenis and E. Scott Peterson
Thomas Dunn
Helen Elkiss
Pauline Farmer-Koppenol
Kelly Finzer
Krystina Fisher
Kathleen FitzGerald
Nona Flores
Michael Fogel
Susan Freehling and Paul Freehling
Penny Freund and John Freund
Ms. Loren Friend and Mr. Howard Friend
Phyllis Funkenbusch
Mary Garzino and Fred Garzino
Christine Geiger
Patricia Gentry
Connie and Mark Gerber
Ken Goodson
Ginger Griffin
Stephanie Grinage and Richard Grinage
Ada Mary Gugenheim and Jon Will
Meghan Hammond
Jan Hieggelke and Brian Hieggelke
Hannah Higgins and Joseph Reinstein
Rose Houston
Tamara Jackson
Nancy Jacobs
Erin Sharkey
Gordon M Johnson
Susan and Jerome Kahn
Kristin Kapusta
Karen Pierce

Debra Kerr and Steven Thompson
Margaret Kittle-Kamp and  

Thomas Kittle-Kamp
Ms. Sue Klein and Mr. William Klein
Peter Kupferberg
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Dominique Leonardi and Krista Linn
Mike R Magliane
Scott McCausland
Lauren McKenzie
Patricia Mehler and Raymond Mehler
Elena Moore
Alejandra Moyano
Maggie and Michael Murzanski
Mary Nasenbenny
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
Tony and Andy Nocchiero
Noel Foundation for the Arts
Victoria Parrott
Sarah Paulin
Jennifer Payne
Lynn Pearl and Melvin Pearl
Corissa Pennow
Jean Perkins
Ashlee Piper
Wesley Pytlowany
Norman X. Raidl
Ilene Reinitz
Boyd Rice
Thomas Roberts
Mecca Robinson
Janice Rodgers
Matilda Rose (and her family)
Dori Rothschild
Peggy Ruff
Simran Sakraney
Victoria Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Selander
Kate Shepherd
Kelsey Siman
Nancy Stainback
Joanna Stasiek
Tammy and Eric Steele
Stacy Straub
Noren Ungaretti
Anne Veague
Robert Veasey
Kirsten Vogeley and William Winschief
Abbey Wallach
Ann M Warren
I.B. and Thomas Weil

† Deceased
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Karen and Richard Weiland
LaDonna Wicklund and Gary Wicklund
Dora Winchester
Linda Woloshin
Jane Wright
Marcie Wright
Lauri and Bruce Zessar

$300–$499
Karen Bippus
Ken Anderson
Wendy Anker
Dr. Emily Arch
Susan Arne Schnell
Martha Bell
Andrea Benn
Irene Berkey
Constance Bonbrest
Dominic Cador
Susan Canmann and Michael Canmann
Carrie Carlson and David Carlson
Karson Carpenter and  

Alma Nava-Carpenter
Jeannine Cleary
Scott Cummings
Janet Dauparas and Tomas Palubinskas
Mandy DeForest
Mallory DeHaven
Marcia Dillon and Michael Dillon
Elizabeth Donnelly
Erika Erich
Lisa Fingerhut Carlton
Rachel Firschein
Sally Fletcher
Mary Ann Flynn
Marcy Fortnow and Lance Fortnow
Donna and Glenn Gabanski
Linda Garbarino
Patricia Gerbie
Alyssa Glass
Susan Goldman and James Pellegrino
Rachel Gordezky
Josh Green and Anne Chapman
Jennifer Haar
Marjorie Habermann
Diana E. Harris
Ross and Andrea Heim
Yessica Herrera
Richard Higginbotham
Mary Ann Hoey
Sharon Hoge

Qi Holtzman and Steven Holtzman
Mary Humenansky and Paul Humenansky
Kenneth Hunt
Andrea James
Patrick Jasper
Laura Jenkins and John Corcoran
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Kasten
Krista D. Kauper
Anna Kealy
John Kennedy and Emily Hamre
Helen Kim
John Knight
James Clark and Christina Labate
Chanelle Lacy
Gia LaGrippe 
Stephen Lahaie
Janet Lang 
Mary LaQua
Sharon Lear and William Lear
Faith Lee and Raymond Lee
Burton and Nancy Litwin
Leslie Logsdon
Sandra Mangurian
Astrid A. McKinnon and  

McKay McKinnon
Julianne Migely
Suzanne Miller and Lee Miller
Molly Miner
Beverly Mook and Wallace Mook
Dr. Celeste D. Kaliski and  

Dr. David D. Morimoto
Patricia Morrow
Carol Mullins
Regina Murphy and Mark Etzel
David Muschler
James R. Nadder
Christina Nelson and Leonard Nelson
John Nordgren
Candus Olson
Jeff Owen
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Pacholick
Mona Penner
Craig Peterson
John J. W. Plampin
Andrew and Judy L. Porte
Carol and Robert Rasmus
Jennifer and Shawn Fabian
Joanne Schell and Frank Schell
Maire Schirf
Susan Schwartz
Terry A. Schwartz

Cynthia Schwegman and  
Stephen Schwegman

Paola Sebastianelli
Mary Shea
Timothy C. Sherck
Andrew Shi
Avery Shippam
Elisa Shlofrock-Zusman
Joan Solbeck
Scott Speck
Nina Stillman
Heidi Swiss and William Swiss
Roberta Taylor
Kenneth East and Timothy Thurlow
Betsy Turovitz and Alan Turovitz
Marlene Van Skike
Mollie VanderLaan Priority Power
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Walter
Andrea and Rich Winship
Roger Chang and Emily Yang
David York

† Deceased
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The Joffrey Ballet would like to extend thanks to those who 
provide us with funding that ensures quality and engaging 
experiences for a variety of audiences. The following is a list 
of those who made contributions between August 1, 2025–
August 1, 2026. Although space does not permit us to list all 
of our friends, we are grateful for the support from each and 
every one of our loyal donors. 

IN HONOR OF

Emily Arch 
From Terese Lomasney

Melissa Babcock 
From Leslie A. Delany, Linda Conviser Glick

Mary Jo Basler 
From Roderick Branch, Janet Oppenheimer

Halie Braden 
From Elizabeth Donnelly

Greg Cameron 
From Janet Alberti and Fred Schneider, Marilyn Fields and 
Larry Fields, Linda Conviser Glick, Debra Kerr and Steven 
Thompson, Drs. Kristi L. Kirschner and Raymond Curry, Drs. 
Kristi L. Kirschner and Raymond Curry, Nicholas and Susan 
Noyes, Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith, Jill and John 
Svoboda, Roberta and Robert Washlow

Cody Chen 
From Lisa Fingerhut Carlton

Marc DeMoss 
From Louise Frank

Ellen Distelheim 
From Carol J. Stone

Julia and Matt Doherty 
From William and Karen Page

Fred Eychaner 
From Dr.† and Mrs. Alan G. Harris

Patti Eylar 
From Mary Lou Marinas, Kevin McGirr

Sonja† and Conrad Fischer 
From Heather McWilliams and Fred Fischer

Dana Hokin Garvey 
From Sophia Bross

Sarah Geocaris 
From Priscilla Barlow

Sue-Gray Goller 
From Linda Conviser Glick

Grainger Academy Faculty 
From Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove

Sandi Hartstein 
From Ms. Loren Friend and Mr. Howard Friend,  
Linda Conviser Glick

Andy Hartstein 
From Susan and Jerome Kahn

Brian Johnson 
From Lee C. Gregory

Anne L. Kaplan 
From Maggie Baczkowski, Maureen Byron and Scott Byron, 
Shawn M. Donnelley and Christopher M. Kelly, Dr.† and  
Mrs. Alan G. Harris, Julie Hoffmann, Cynthia Hunt and Philip 
Rudolph, Trisha Rooney, Steven Tumen

Near North Chapter of Lyric Opera of Chicago 
From Scott Speck

James D. McDonough 
From Kathleen and Mark Hechinger

Matthew Meiners 
From Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust

Jacquelyn Heath Parker 
From J Kamala Buckner

Matilda Rose 
From Bradley Rose

Liz Sharp 
From Barbara Bermudez, Connie and Mark Gerber, Linda 
Conviser Glick

Courtney C. Shea 
From Elaine Jaharis and Steven Jaharis, Lois Scott and David 
May

Rita Spitz 
From Anonymous

Liz Stiffel 
From Barbara Bermudez, Frank and Joanne Schell

Lauren Tatar 
From Lauri and Bruce Zessar

Magnes Welsh 
From Deborah and Cody Engle, Jen Moeller

Pam Phillips Weston 
From Christine Pope

Ashley Wheater 
From Lee C. Gregory, Dr. Paul and Shirley Stanley,  
Pamela Phillips Weston and Roger L. Weston

Sarah Wills 
From Amy O’Donnell

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
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IN MEMORY OF

Anne Bagan 
From Alyssa Glass

John and Marilyn Brazzale 
From John Brazzale

Carolyn Jean Conant 
From Marci and Ronald Holzer

Richard H. Driehaus 
From Anonymous

Eric B. Eatherly 
From Nancy Follis, Jay Byron Leibovitz

Sonia Florian 
From Sara and Steve Schumann and Barbara Cullen

Katherine “Katie” Flynn 
From Mary Ann Flynn

Leonard Goldstein 
From Darcy Goldfarb, MD

Elizabeth Hankey 
From Anne and Randy Forman

Judi Jecmen 
From Jessica Jecmen and Dave Morris

Michael Miner 
From Molly Miner

Dianne M. Nishimura 
From Joanna Stasiek

Clara Rideout Noyes 
From Nicholas and Susan Noyes

Bruce Sagan 
From Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson, Patti S. Eylar 
and Charles R. Gardner, Joan M. Hall, Gordon M. Johnson, 
Heling Olson, Jane Nicholl Sahlins, Andrew Shi

Maureen Dwyer Smith 
From Mr.† and Mrs. Brian W. Babcock, Sr., Mary Jo and 
Doug Basler, Mr. and Mrs. William Farley, Sharon King Hoge, 
Marci and Ronald Holzer, Shirley and Patrick Ryan, Jennifer 
Zobair and Chuck Smith, Mr. Edward B. Smith Jr., Peter and 
Deborah Smith, Liz Stiffel, Pamela and Russ Strobel

Irene Stoesser 
From Peggy Ruff

Carey Rose Winski 
From Evelyn Alter

Joseph Michael Zinsky 
From Ms. Linda Levey
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REMEMBER THE 
JOFFREY BALLET  
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS

The Star Society is a visionary group of 
ballet enthusiasts who have made special 
commitments in their estate plans to 
ensure the Joffrey’s remarkable work 
continues for generations to come. 

Members of Joffrey’s Star Society receive 
exciting benefits each Season including: 

 

 � �Recognition in Joffrey’s season 
programs 

 

 � ��Invitations to exclusive Star Society 
appreciation events 

 

 � �Insider updates from the Joffrey team 
 

 � �Opportunities to connect with Joffrey 
Company Artists and the Artistic team 

For more information on joining  
the Star Society and leaving your 
legacy at Joffrey, please contact

KRISTEN BIGHAM  
Director of Major & 
Planned Gifts  
312.386.8962 

kbigham@joffrey.org

Joffrey Company Artist Jonathan Dole. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

LEAVE A 
LEGACY 
THAT  
MOVES 
PEOPLE
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THE JOFFREY BALLET 

STAR 
SOCIETY

THE JOFFREY BALLET STAR SOCIETY
Anonymous (17)
Michael Spencer Albert 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Allen 
Ken and Dyan Anderson
Patty Perkins Andringa 
Melissa M. Babcock 
Pamela J. Block 
Joan and Jeff† Blumenthal
Bethany C. Bray
Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson 
Jacqueline Caputo 
Charles Capwell and Isabel Wong 
Nisha Carpenter and Naomi Carpenter 
Anne Chapman and Joshua Green 
Paul Chasnoff and Joe Hopper 
The Cox Trust 
Marc DeMoss
Helen Elkiss 
Deborah Engle 
Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner 
Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark 
David Finkel 
Christine B. Fisher 
Kim Folta
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner† 
Michael Goldberger 
Sue-Gray Goller 
Larry and Michelle Goodman 
Martin John Gorbien M.D. 
Sandi and Barry Hartstein 
Dale and Becky Heiking 
Marci and Ronald Holzer 
Kathy and Glenn Ihrig 
Jessica Jagielnik 
Dorothy M. Jeffries
Dar Johnson 
Marybeth Cass Johnson
Marsha Kamen 
Anne L. Kaplan 
Myrna W. Kaplan 
Arthur Stewart Kerr and  

Marcia Davis Kerr 
Paul A. Kobasa 
Tracey F. Konicek 
John C. and Carol Anderson Kunze 
Lynda Sue Lane, MD   
Henrietta Leary  
Linda Levey 
Marsha Lieberman 
Mary Lu Linnane
Philip Lumpkin 

Sean and Heather Martin  
John McAllister 
Kevin C. McGirr  
Rosemary Milew and Daniel Pilch 
Anne Simon Moffat and  

Prof. John Keith Moffat 
Dr. Elaine Moor 
Julie Willis Moore, in memory of 

Victoria Shiflet Cress 
Eileen M. Murray
Cheryl Tama Oblander and  

Scott Oblander 
Jonathan F. Orser 
Darrell, Carmen, Alexander,  

Gabrielle Ortiz 
Susan Peet 
D. Elizabeth Price  
Alyssa Quinlan 
Christine and Daniel† Rahill 
Constance A. Rajala
Camille Kearns Rudy 
Eric C. Schieber MD  
Douglas M. Schmidt 
Heidi Schultz 
Terry A. Schwartz 
Thomas G. Sinkovic  
Craig Sirles  
Marilyn Slattery  
Brian Smith 
Carl Smith and Brian Treglown
Rita Spitz 
Marjorie Staples
Constance Steinhaus 
Jeanette Stevens 
Michael Nicholas Sutko 
Marlene A. Van Skike  
Stephen and Leslie Warner  
Ron and Ann Waters  
Magnes Welsh  
Susan L. Welsh 
Diana and Stuart Widman  
Amanda Williamson and  

Matthew Johnson 
Shannon Stone-Winding and  

Derrick Winding 
Andrea and Rich Winship  
Laurie Wood 
Patrick and Patrice Wooldridge
Maria Wynne
Mrs. Anna Mary Zarrelli 

We extend special thanks to members of the Joffrey’s  
Star Society for the visionary commitments they have made 
in their estate plans. This generous support ensures that the 
Joffrey will continue dancing far into the future, illuminating 
the lives of audiences and students with the transformative 
power of ballet.

† Deceased
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SUPPORTING 
OUR FUTURE
ENDOWED FUNDS AT THE JOFFREY
Gifts to the Joffrey’s endowment are investments in the future of 
dance, including newly commissioned works, Grainger Academy 
scholarships, and artistic innovations. These named funds are 
established through estate gifts or in a donor’s lifetime and 
generate revenue to support all areas of the Joffrey’s mission.

  �Abbott Academy Director 

  �The Greg Cameron Fund for Curious, Courageous, Creative, 
Collaborative Leadership, in memory of Clara Rideout Noyes 
and other Visionary Founders of Ballet Troupes across the USA

  �The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director 

  �Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet

  �Rudolph Nureyev Fund at The Joffrey Ballet,  
for the creation and performance of full-length story ballets

  �Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust,  
for the Artistic Innovation Fund 

  �Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust,  
for the Bridge Program

Endowed Scholarships support tuition, housing, and stipends for 
students in our Pre-Professional Program of the Grainger Academy. 

  �Eric B. Eatherly Scholarship Fund

  �Richard Ellis and Christine DuBoulay Ellis Scholarship Fund

  �The Grainger Foundation Merit Scholarship Fund

  �Rose L. and Sydney N. Shure Scholarship Fund

  �Mauren Dwyer Smith Scholarship Fund

  Marjorie K. Staples Scholarship Fund

To learn more about supporting one of these 
funds or to create your own, contact Director 
of Development Meaghan Smallwood at 
msmallwood@joffrey.org or 312.386.8991.
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LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
By making a planned gift to The Joffrey Ballet, you create a 
legacy that extends far beyond your lifetime. 
Through the Joffrey’s Bequest Fund, estate gifts are invested 
alongside the organization’s long-term portfolio, generating 
annual revenue that supports every aspect of the Joffrey’s work. 
This enduring source of funding helps ensure that the Joffrey’s 
artistic excellence, educational programs, and community 
engagement initiatives continue to thrive for generations to 
come.

Legacy Gifts to The Joffrey Ballet
The Joffrey is incredibly grateful for the
following legacy gifts received within the past three
years. These individuals are remembered for their
remarkable generosity and commitment to the
Joffrey’s mission.

Audre D. Carlin
Christine DuBoulay Ellis
James D. Drury
Sonia Florian
Georgia Lee Funsten
Barbara Henigbaum Papp
Marti and Gary Kruse
Richard Schieler
Elaine Soter
Susan T. Strauss

SUPPORTING 
OUR FUTURE
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EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
GREG CAMERON 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

GRAINGER ACADEMY
Suzanne Lopez 
Abbott Academy Director 
Keesha Beckford 
Dance Lab Program Liaison
Oğulcan Borova 
Head of Studio Company and  
Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois 
Head of Contemporary Ballet  
Trainee Program
Brianna Brandon 
Academy Managing Director
Alex Bray 
Academy Marketing and  
Communications Coordinator
Jason Butler 
Academy Registrar and Student Life Manager
Raúl Casasola 
Head of Adult Division and Principal Teacher
Karin Ellis-Wentz 
Head of Conservatory and  
Pre-Professional Program
Amy Giancarlo  
Head of Children’s Program to Academy
Meghann Mueller 
Adaptive Program Liaison
Hannah Ogunnubi 
Academy Production Coordinator
Megan Peters 
Academy Student Services Specialist
Evan Wilhite 
Lead Academy Services Associate

ADVANCEMENT
Brian Smith 
Chief Advancement Officer
Arielle Amiri 
Associate Director of Circle  
Giving & Stewardship
Ellen Bialek 
Associate Director of Individual Giving 
Kristen Bigham 
Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Colene Byrd 
Director of Sales & Patron Services
Jade Capua 
Associate Director of Marketing
Daria Caravette 
Institutional Giving Manager
Bryce Coachman 
Patron Services Associate
Julia Doherty 
Artistic Innovation Fund Project Manager
Sarah Fiala 
Marketing Director
Sarah Freeman 
Director of Development Operations 
Cara Gary 
Major Gifts Officer 

Sarah Geocaris 
Director of Individual Giving
Ramsey Hoey 
Communications & Digital Media Director
Austin Jennings 
Associate Director of Patron Services
Caity Kirchberg 
Major & Planned Gifts Manager
Lily Koltun 
Marketing Coordinator
Claire Leon 
Patron Services Associate
Carolyn McCabe 
Associate Director of Digital Media
Alexandra Michel 
Director of Events & Corporate Partnerships
Alicia Petrone 
Associate Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Paige Rannells 
Digital Media Coordinator 
Meaghan Smallwood 
Director of Development
Elina Walchuk 
Patron Services Manager

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC
Adam Blyde 
Associate Artistic Director
Thomas Edwards 
Rehearsal Director 
Jorge Ivars 
Company Pianist 
Christine Rocas 
Rehearsal Director
Scott Speck 
Music Director & Principal Conductor
Jared Wright 
Company Pianist

COMPANY ADMINISTRATION  
AND PRODUCTION
Cody Chen 
General Manager 
Gregg Benkovich 
Shoe Manager
Matthew Carney 
Head Electrician
Ellie Cotey 
Costume Manager 
Catherine Eby 
Company Manager
Amanda Heuermann 
Stage Manager
Jerica Hucke 
Draper
Abeline Glenzinski 
Lead Stitcher
Chris Maravich 
Lighting and Video Supervisor
Alyssa Pietrzyk 
Stitcher 
Finlay Ross 
Audio Engineer 
Bridget Rzymski  
Head of Hair and Makeup

Katherine Selig 
Principal Stage Manager
Joshua Stenger  
Production Administrator
Adam Todd 
Head Carpenter
Shandee Vaughan 
Production Manager 
James Walsh 
Carpenter/Flyperson
Cassandra Westover 
Head Props 
John Wilson 
Assistant Electrician/Programmer
Scott Wolfson 
Technical Supervisor 
Kevin Woodrow 
Artistic Administrator and Assistant to the 
Artistic Director

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Linda Swayze 
Director of Community Engagement
Ivy Anderson 
Community Engagement Program 
Coordinator
Annika Hileman 
Community Engagement  
Program Coordinator
Julianna Jarik 
Community Engagement Manager
Ari Meixner 
Community Engagement  
Business Administrator 
Michael Smith 
Community Engagement Program Supervisor

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
Shari Massey 
Deputy Director & Chief Financial Officer 
Israel Acevedo 
Business Analyst (FP&A) Fellow
Michelle Dunbar 
Human Resources Generalist 
Katie Dysard 
Staff Accountant 
Paul Key 
Director of Technology 
John Kurtz 
Director of Facility Operations
Gee Hoon Lim 
Director of Finance 
Lauren Martin 
Assistant to the President & CEO
Emily Rasmussen 
Office & Facilities Coordinator
Pablo Sanchez 
Board Relations Manager
Luisa Torres 
IT Technician
Stephanie Valls-Yanez  
Payroll and Accounting Coordinator
Sarah Venuti Yates 
Director of Human Resources

JOFFREY STAFF LISTING
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LILIOM 
 
Scott Speck 
Music Director and 
Principal Conductor

Martin West 
Guest Conductor

VIOLIN I 
Robert Hanford 
Concertmaster

Eleanor Bartsch 
Assistant Concertmaster

Heather Wittels 
Bing Jing Yu 
Jennifer Cappelli 
Sheila Hanford 
Karyn Macfarlane 
Rika Seko

VIOLIN II 
John Macfarlane 
Principal Second Violin

Diane Duraffourg-
Robinson 
Assistant Principal 

John D. Robinson  
Irene Radetzky 
David Volfe 
Injoo Choi

VIOLA 
Amy Hess 
Principal

Rebecca Swan 
Assistant Principal

Michael Gurevich 
Josef Fischer

CELLO 
William Cernota 
Principal

Mara McClain 
Assistant Principal

Isidora Nojkovic 
Nomin Zolzaya

BASS 
Kevin Fink  
Principal

Collins Trier 
Assistant Principal

Andrew L. W. Anderson

FLUTE/ALTO FLUTE 
Mimi Tachouet 
Principal

FLUTE/PICCOLO  
Dionne Jackson

OBOE 
Paul Leuders 
Principal

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN 
Judi Lewis

CLARINET 
Heesoo Kim 
Principal

CLARINET/BASS 
CLARINET 
Susan Warner

BASSOON 
Preman Tilson 
Principal

BASSOON/
CONTRABASSOON 
Nathaniel Hale

HORN 
Abby Black 
Principal

Neil Kimel 
Fritz Foss 
Samuel Hamzem

TRUMPET 
Bill Denton 
Principal

Michael Brozick 
David Gauger

TROMBONE 
Jeremy Moeller 
Principal

Hugo Saavedra

BASS TROMBONE 
Will Baker

TUBA 
Akshat Jain 
Principal

TIMPANI 
Simón Gómez Gallego 
Principal

PERCUSSION 
Doug Waddell                               
Principal

Patricia Dash 
Rich Janicki 
Michael Kozakis

HARP 
Lynn Williams 
Principal

CELESTE/SYNTHESIZER 
Jorge Ivars

ACCORDION 
Ronnie Kuller

ALTO SAXOPHONE 
John Wojciehowski 
Natalie Scharf

TENOR SAXOPHONE 
James Gailloreto 
Scott Burns

BARITONE 
SAXOPHONE 
Linda Van Dyke

TRUMPET 
Rob Parton 
Brent Turney 
Derrick Gardner 
Fred Powell

TROMBONE 
Steve Wiest 
Dan Johnson 
Tim Coffman 
Tom Matta

BASS 
Clark Sommers

DRUM SET 
Tom Hipskind

LIBRARIAN 
Laura Conrad

ORCHESTRA 
PERSONNEL MANAGER 
Christine Janicki

MEMBERS OF THE 
LYRIC OPERA ORCHESTRA
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Joffrey Company Artists Victoria Jaiani and José Pablo Castro Cuevas. Photo by Kyle Flubacker.


