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MARCH 13–22, 2026

WINNING 
WORKS

RECEIVE A FREE ADMISSION VOUCHER to the MCA by showing your 
Winning Works program book at the MCA box office by April 15, 2026.

Enjoy 10% off at the MCA Gift Shop with code JOF10 *Valid March 13–April 13



WELCOME TO THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL WINNING WORKS.

Seventy years ago, Robert Joffrey built a company on the belief that new 
voices propel the art form forward. Long before their names were widely 
known, he commissioned artists such as Twyla Tharp, Alvin Ailey, and 
William Forsythe — guided by the understanding that innovation begins 
with possibility.

Joffrey’s founding commitment lives on through Winning Works. This year’s 
choreographers — Fran Diaz, Julia Feldman, DaYoung Jung, Daniel Ojeda, 
and Alexandra Schooling — each bring a distinct artistic perspective to 
movement. Together, their work offers a beautiful glimpse of where dance  
is headed. Perhaps they, too, will be the next set of names synonymous  
with the art form. 

At the heart of these five world premieres are the students of the Grainger 
Academy of The Joffrey Ballet’s Conservatory, Ballet Trainee, and 
Contemporary Ballet Trainee programs, and the Joffrey Studio Company. 
In the studio, they are true collaborators, approaching the creative process 
with focus and adaptability. On stage, they bring Winning Works fully to life.

The program you are about to experience reflects the range of dance today, 
grounded in classical technique and expanded through contemporary ideas. 
This spirit of discovery has defined the Joffrey from the start, and Winning 
Works affirms a lasting truth: the future of dance is shaped, now and always, 
by the next generation of artists.

Thank you for joining us. Enjoy the performance!

SUZANNE LOPEZ
Abbott Academy Director
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Cover: Photo by Katie Miller. Above: Suzanne Lopez, photo by Carolyn McCabe.
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TO CARRY OUR OWN NAMES
Choreography by DaYoung Jung

Music Composition by Alfonso Peduto and Philip Daniel

Lighting Design by David Goodman-Edberg

Costume Design by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop

Sponsored by The Joffrey Ballet’s Women’s Board

HUSHED POWER
Choreography by Alexandra Schooling

Music Composition by Claude Debussy, Gregor Quendel, Christian Sinding,  
and Anonymous Choir

Lighting Design by David Goodman-Edberg

Costume Design by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop

Zach Lazar Fellowship recipient

VISITORS
Choreography by Daniel Ojeda

Music Composition by Gideon Broshy with additional compositions by Cuba Quartet, 
Jeremy Stewart, and The BOMB Pulse  
Cuba Quartet / La Tierra Tuya / Courtesy of Epidemic Sound

Lighting Design by David Goodman-Edberg

Costume Design by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop

ÉCLAT
Choreography by Julia Feldman

Music Composition by John Adams  
presented under license from Associated Music Publishers, Inc., copyright owners

Lighting Design by David Goodman-Edberg

Costume Design by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop

A STRANGE HOUSE WE MUST KEEP AND FILL
Choreography by Fran Diaz

Music Composition by Yantó

Lighting Design by David Goodman-Edberg

Costume Design by The Joffrey Ballet Costume Shop

RUN-TIME  |  1 hour and 30 minutes, including a 15-minute intermission
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INTERMISSION  |  15 minutes	
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GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET,  
OFFICIAL SCHOOL OF THE JOFFREY BALLET
Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director, The Joffrey Ballet

Greg Cameron, President and CEO, The Joffrey Ballet 

Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director 

Keesha Beckford, Dance Lab Program Liaison

Oğulcan Borova, Head of Studio Company and Ballet Trainee Program

Katlin Michael Bourgeois, Head of Contemporary Ballet Trainee Program

Brianna Brandon, Academy Managing Director

Alex Bray, Lead Academy Services Associate

Jason Butler, Academy Registrar and Student Life Manager

Raúl Casasola, Head of Adult Division and Principal Teacher

Karin Ellis-Wentz, Head of Conservatory and Pre-Professional Program

Amy Giancarlo, Head of Children’s Program

Meghann Mueller, Adaptive Program Liaison

Hannah Ogunnubi, Academy Production Coordinator

Megan Peters, Academy Student Services Specialist

Deirdre Shore, Academy Services Associate

Rhiannon Spoelhof, Academy Marketing and Communications Coordinator

Joshua Stenger, Production Manager

Dominic Bradburn, Principal Stage Manager

Audrey Terhune, Assistant Stage Manager

Ella Spencer, Dresser

GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET
Joffrey Tower
10 East Randolph Street  |  Chicago, IL 60601

The Joffrey Ballet South Loop
1920 South Wabash Avenue  |  Chicago, IL 60616

312.784.4600  |  joffrey.org/academy 

SPONSORS

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

PREFERRED HOTEL PARTNER

DAYOUNG JUNG IS SPONSORED BY 

The Women’s Board of The Joffrey Ballet

WINNING WORKS SPONSORS

Robert & Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.

Lashana Jackson and Faheem Majeed

Nancy Koltun

Rita Spitz

Greg Thompson and Greg Cameron

Wilson Garling Foundation
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2025–2026 SEASON
GRAINGER ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS 

LEAD SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR 

The Grainger Foundation

JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY 
HannahJane Case  |  The Trachtenberg Family Charitable Fund

Javier Cubillas Izaguirre  |  The John Palatinus and Jack Alexander Memorial Scholarship

Cassidy Leishman  |  Jeanette Stevens

Rowan Lindamood  |  Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Waters III

Aoi Morohashi  |  Marjorie Staples

Paul Rivard  |  Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark, Luminarts Cultural Foundation

BALLET TRAINEE PROGRAM

Devin Griffith  |  Eric B. Eatherly Memorial Scholarship

Meghan Gutowski  |  Maureen Dwyer Smith Scholarship

Kross Michaels  |  Rose L. Shure and Sidney N. Shure Endowed Scholarship

Naranbaatar Myagmarsuren  |  Lefkofsky Family Foundation

Ashlie Rohan  |  Joanna Hwu

Xiao Ortega Valverde  |  Liz Boshardy Memorial Scholarship

CONSERVATORY PROGRAM

Luisa Suarez  |  Liz Boshardy Memorial Scholarship

PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM — LEVEL IV

Sheppard Littrell  |  Richard Ellis and Christine DuBoulay Ellis Scholarship
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GRAINGER ACADEMY AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (1)

Keri and Phillip Bahar

Sally and Bruce Bauer

Ellen Baras

D. Jeffrey and Joan H. Blumenthal

In memory of John & Marilyn Brazzale

Sean Breedlove

Dr. J Kamala Buckner

Geetaben Chaudhari

Rebecca Coke & Chris Beukenkamp

M. J. Demetras

Nancy Follis

Michelle Goodman and Larry J. 
Goodman, MD

Martin John Gorbien, MD

Stacie R Hartman

Kathleen Hosty

Lauren Huefner

The Kellcie Fund

Lissette Cortes Lade 

Lucy and Ken Lehman

Leibovitz Family Philanthropic Foundation

Jay Byron Leibovitz

Ms. Linda Levey

Dr. Elizabeth Marcus and Ira Belcove

Scott McCausland

Dr. Elaine Moor

Daniel L. (DL) Morriss

Drs. Marsha and Robert Mrtek

Anne Christine Pelczar

Matilda Rose & Family

Erica Volk 

David and Pamela Waud

Emily Yang

MAUREEN DWYER SMITH SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS

Mr. and Mrs. Brian W. Babcock, Sr.

Mary Jo and Doug Basler

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler III

Ms. Medora Bross Geary

Ally and Suzette Bulley

Greg Cameron and Greg Thompson

Patti S. Eylar and Charles R. Gardner

Mr. and Mrs. William Farley

Ms. Sharon K. Hoge

Marci and Ronald Holzer

ITW

Brian Morgan

The Northern Trust Company

Shirley and Patrick Ryan

Mr. Edward B. Smith, Jr.

Paula and Chad Smith

Peter and Deborah Smith

Liz Stiffel

Pamela and Russ Strobel

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Townsend

Jeanette Van Nice

Jennifer Zobair and Chuck Smith
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ABOUT THE LEADERSHIP

ASHLEY WHEATER MBE  |  The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Ashley Wheater has dedicated his life to dance. He was born in Scotland and 
trained at The Royal Ballet School in England. He worked with Frederick Ashton, 
Kenneth MacMillan, and Michael Somes in numerous ballets at Covent Garden, 
including Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Giselle, Manon, Anastacia, and The Dream. 
Wheater danced with Rudolf Nureyev in Nureyev and Friends at the London 
Coliseum.

On Nureyev’s advice, Wheater joined the London Festival Ballet and danced in 
his Romeo and Juliet and Sleeping Beauty. He danced in Glen Tetley’s Sphinx and 
Greening and in Festival Ballet’s large repertoire of classics and new creations. 
Under the artistic direction of John Field, he was promoted to Principal Dancer at 
the age of 20.

In 1982, he joined the Australian Ballet where he continued dancing principal roles 
in both classical and contemporary work, especially in the John Cranko full-length 
ballets.

In 1985, at the invitation of Gerald Arpino, Wheater joined The Joffrey Ballet. For 
the next four years, he performed various works by American choreographers 
including William Forsythe, Gerald Arpino, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, and Laura 
Dean, as well as repertoire by Ashton and Cranko.

Joining the San Francisco Ballet in 1989, he continued his creative career working 
under Helgi Tomasson, and with choreographers James Kudelka, David Bintley, and 
many more. In 1997, he retired from dancing and was appointed Ballet Master and, 
later, Assistant to the Artistic Director at the San Francisco Ballet.

Since his appointment in 2007 as artistic director of The Joffrey Ballet, his passion 
and commitment to the Joffrey have been evident in the quality that he has 
brought to the dancing and to the repertoire. He has invited world-renowned 
choreographers, as well as fresh young talent, to create new work for the company. 
Wheater has added new full-length works to the Joffrey’s repertoire, including Lar 
Lubovitch’s groundbreaking Othello, Ronald Hynd’s The Merry Widow, and Yuri 
Possokhov’s Don Quixote.

In 2008, Wheater was the recipient of the Boeing Game-Changer Award in 
recognition of his commitment to community engagement in Chicago and to the 
celebration of diversity through dance. He sits on the Advisory Board for Dance 
Magazine, serves as the Artistic Advisor for ChiArts, and is the Advisor to the Arts 
for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois. In 2010, Wheater, representing The Joffrey 
Ballet, was named Lincoln Academy Laureate, the highest honor presented by the 
State of Illinois, and in 2013 the Chicago Tribune named him “Chicagoan of the 
Year.” In 2015, Wheater received the University of Chicago Rosenberger Medal 
for Outstanding Achievement in the Creative and Performing Arts. In December 
2019, he was appointed to be a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (MBE) by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
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GREG CAMERON  |  President and Chief Executive Officer
Driven by his lifelong love for the arts, for his hometown, and for connecting with 
people from every background, Greg Cameron leads The Joffrey Ballet as President 
& CEO, responsible for organization-wide administration and strategy. Under 
Greg’s partnership with The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director Ashley Wheater MBE, 
the Joffrey has set new records at the box office and built the strongest financial 
foundation in its history. 

His 2013 appointment was the culmination of three decades of work in arts 
administration and philanthropy. “I always loved art, but I wasn’t a great artist,”  
he says. “I could paint by numbers, or I could connect the dots. I realized early  
on I was a good dot connector. I could connect people to each other and help 
them get involved with the things they believe in.” 

As a child in suburban Chicago, Greg ran a makeshift theater out of his garage 
and sold more mints than anyone else for his local YMCA. And as an adult, he 
turned those passions into a career raising funds for the cultural organizations he 
loves. At the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs; the Art Institute of Chicago; 
the Museum of Contemporary Art, where he rose to the role of Deputy Director 
and Chief Development Officer; and WTTW/WFMT, where he served as COO, 
Greg dedicated himself to supporting art and artists and to creating meaningful 
experiences for others. 

“The Joffrey brings it all together for me,” he says. “It’s about collaboration,  
partnership with the community, honoring and supporting artists, and telling stories  
that truly move people.”

Today, Greg leads the Joffrey’s efforts to support unforgettable productions and 
new commissions, reach out to organizations and communities across Chicago,  
and open up world-class ballet for audiences from all backgrounds. Throughout  
the span of his 40-year career as an arts administrator in Chicago, Greg has 
volunteered for a wide range of nonprofit organizations and civic committees.  
He currently serves on the Facing History and Ourselves Chicago Advisory 
Board and the State Street SSA Commission. Greg was recently honored by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals Chicago Chapter with their Benjamin 
Franklin Award, in recognition of the significant achievements throughout  
his long career, serving as a role model for his profession.
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SUZANNE LOPEZ  |  Abbott Academy Director
Suzanne Lopez was born and raised in Summit, New Jersey, to Cuban parents. She first 
began training at the Garden State Ballet School under Fred Danieli and later studied at 
the New Jersey School of Ballet. Her introduction to the Joffrey Ballet started at age 12 
when she attended her first summer intensive audition taught by Robert Joffrey. From that 
moment on, her training was steeped in his founding traditions and methodology taught 
to her by Robert Joffrey himself and his team of former Joffrey dancers, who became his 
protégés and her mentors.

After starting her professional career for a year and a half with the Joffrey II Dancers,  
Lopez joined The Joffrey as a Company Artist in 1991 and moved to Chicago with the 
company in 1995. During her nineteen-year career, Lopez danced principal roles in ballets  
by such choreographers as Robert Joffrey, Gerald Arpino, George Balanchine, Jerome 
Robbins, Alonzo King, John Cranko, José Limón, Antony Tudor, Twyla Tharp, Lar 
Lubovitch, and Sir Frederick Ashton. She was featured on the cover of Pointe magazine 
as the Sugarplum Fairy in Robert Joffrey’s The Nutcracker. In addition to dancing, Lopez 
assisted Gerald Arpino in rehearsals for his ballets. She taught classes for the Arpino 
Apprentice Program and was one of the first instructors to begin teaching at the inception 
of the Joffrey Academy of Dance, Official School of The Joffrey Ballet.

After retiring from dancing in 2010, Lopez continued teaching and coaching at the Joffrey 
Academy, among other Chicago-area schools. In 2016, she was thrilled to return to  
The Joffrey as a Rehearsal Director, where she worked on a diverse repertoire, including 
new creations with John Neumeier, Yuri Possokhov, and Christopher Wheeldon. She has 
also been a guest teacher, répétiteur, and coach at schools and companies worldwide.  
As the Abbott Academy Director, Lopez embraces all her experiences as a student, dancer, 
educator, and rehearsal director and imbues Robert Joffrey’s vision into every facet of the 
Academy’s specialized curriculum. With her unique lineage and perspective, Lopez sets a 
firm foundation for the next generations of dancers.
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OGULCAN BOROVA  |  Head of Studio Company and Ballet Trainee Program
O ̆gulcan Borova was born in Turkey and recognized there as the First Prize Winner at 
the 3rd National Rotary Clubs Dance Competition. His awards include a Bronze Medal 
at the Varna International Ballet Competition, Gold Medal at the New York International 
Ballet Competition, Gold Medal at the Seoul International Ballet Competition, and 
High Achievement Recognition from the Dokuz Eylül University where he studied in the 
conservatory’s dance department.

At the age of 18 he moved to the USA to continue his dance career and started 
appearing at many prestigious international galas, competitions, and companies 
around the world dancing a variety of classical and contemporary productions. He was a 
Principal Dancer with Ballet Internationale of Indianapolis and Cincinnati Ballet. In 2011 
he joined The Joffrey Ballet where he danced principal roles in productions, such as 
Don Quixote, La Bayadere, Prodigal Son, and The Nutcracker. 

He returned to Cincinnati Ballet as a Ballet Master in 2015 and worked closely with 
Artistic Director Victoria Morgan. Following successful five seasons with Cincinnati Ballet 
he pursued his career by joining the National Ballet of Finland as a Ballet Master in 2020, 
under the direction of Madeleine Onne.

Borova has staged Yuri Possokhov’s Don Quixote for Atlanta Ballet, Val Caniparoli’s Lady 
of the Camellias for National Ballet of Finland and Oklahoma City Ballet, Kirk Peterson’s 
Coppelia and Swan Lake, Victoria Morgan’s Cinderella, King Arthur, Nutcracker for 
CB and helped staged many productions of outstanding contemporary and classical 
choreographers such as Ma Cong, Jorma Elo, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, Septime Webre, 
Justin Peck, David McAllister, Jennifer Archibald, and Val Caniparoli.
 
He also enjoyed being a part of Cincinnati Opera as a choreographer. His choreography 
for Cincinnati Opera’s 100th year celebration was chosen to perform by Cincinnati Ballet. 
 
O ̆gulcan Borova taught company classes for Ballet Met, Kansas City Ballet, Turkish 
National Ballet, National Ballet of Finland, Cincinnati Ballet, Oklahoma City Ballet 
and master ballet classes at the Indiana University, University of Cincinnati, Oklahoma 
University, and the Russian Ballet Academy of Indiana. He has been a member of jury for 
World International Ballet Competition as well as coaching young dancers in Helsinki 
International Ballet Competition and Youth American Grand Prix. Borova is a member of 
The International Association of Blacks in Dance.

Some of his reviews as a dancer includes from Dance Magazine calling him a  
“feisty, brilliant dancer.” Pointe Magazine describing him as an “Internationale star.”  
The New York Times “[a] powerful performance,” Chicago Tribune “Handsome,  
Sturdy and Gifted...” and The Montreal Gazette “Borova brought the house down.”

Borova received a certificate for Leadership and Management from the Notre Dame 
University Mendoza College of Business. 
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KATLIN MICHAEL BOURGEOIS  |  Head of Contemporary Ballet Trainee Program
Katlin Michael Bourgeois began dancing in their hometown of Gonzales, Louisiana. 
They graduated from Alonzo King LINES Ballet Training Program in 2014 and began 
a dancing career that allowed them to dance with Dance Theatre of San Francisco, 
DanceWorks Chicago, FLOCK Works, Hubbard Street 2, M/Motions, The Cambrians, 
and others. Katlin started their own project dance company “Ensemble180” in 2018. 
From 2020 they’ve served as Choreographer in Residence at Chicago based dance 
company Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre and have been an active educator, locally, 
regionally, and internationally for almost a decade. They’ve served as faculty at the 
Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet since 2019, training students in contemporary 
techniques as well as setting choreographic works and was most recently named the 
Head of Contemporary Ballet Trainee Program, the first of its kind. Katlin brings a 
unique perspective and approach to dance training/performance, utilizing a philosophy 
that taps into rigor, technical prowess, imagination, creativity, and a love for craft. 

KARIN ELLIS-WENTZ  |  Head of Conservatory and Pre-Professional Program
Raised in Saratoga, California, Karin Ellis-Wentz trained with Elizabeth Neumann, 
Stephanie Wing, and Georgina Coleman, as well as the San Francisco Ballet Summer 
Program. At age 12, she began four years of training with Maria Vegh, Ruth Petrinovic, 
Jocelyn Vollmar, and Norbet Vesak at the Marin Ballet School, San Rafael, California. 
In the summer of 1985, she trained with Robert Joffrey at the Joffrey Workshop in San 
Antonio, Texas. Ellis-Wentz was a two-time semifinalist in the Prix de Lausanne, and in 
1986 was offered a scholarship to the Heinz Bosl Stiftung in Munich, Germany. 

Ellis-Wentz began her professional career in 1987 with the Atlanta Ballet, under the 
direction of Robert Barnett. In 1988 she joined the Dutch National Ballet in Amsterdam 
where she spent seven years dancing under the directorships, respectively, of Rudi van 
Dantzig and Wayne Eagling. She rose to the rank of Grand Sujet. In 1995, Ellis-Wentz 
joined Boston Ballet, under the directorships of Bruce Marks and Anna Marie-Holmes. 

Ellis-Wentz joined American Ballet Theatre in 1999, where she performed for 11 years. 
At ABT, she danced many soloist and principal roles in ballets by Balanchine, Frederick 
Ashton, Mark Morris, Paul Taylor, Jiri Kylian, Twyla Tharp, and William Forsythe. Ellis-
Wentz had roles created for her in world premiere ballets by Paul Taylor, Mark Morris, 
and director Kevin McKenzie. She also performed numerous featured roles in the full 
classical repertoire including Giselle, La Bayadere, Swan Lake, Don Quixote, Romeo and 
Juliet, Coppelia, Le Corsaire, and Raymonda. In December 2005, Ms. Ellis-Wentz had 
the honor of performing at the White House for President Bush, First Lady Laura Bush, 
and military families. 
 
Ellis-Wentz is an ABT® Certified Teacher, having successfully completed the ABT® Teacher 
Training Intensive in Primary through Level 8 of the ABT® National Training Curriculum. 
She is also a certified Stott Pilates® instructor. While still performing, Ellis-Wentz taught 
ballet to children and adults in the greater New York area. After retiring from ABT, she 
taught at the Academy of Ballet Etudes in Norwalk, Connecticut, in the Musical Theater 
Conservatory of the New York Film Academy, and at the ABT® Summer Intensive in New 
York City. After moving to the Chicago area in 2012, she joined the Dance Faculty at the 
Chicago High School for the Arts and in 2013 the Joffrey Academy Faculty. Ellis-Wentz 
has served as a jury member for several ballet competitions including California Dance 
Classics, Dance World Cup, and the Youth America Grand Prix.
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ABOUT THE CHOREOGRAPHERS

FRAN DIAZ
Fran Diaz works as a choreographer based in Berlin. His work, 
frequently manifested in multidisciplinary projects, often explores 
themes related to collectivity: the notion of community, the 
need for a sense of belonging, or the reconfiguration of one’s 
physical spaces and boundaries. Using a formally clinical style, 
fast execution, and an almost sculptural choreographic approach, 

his often multidisciplinary projects aim to exist at the intersection between queer culture 
and the design of institutional structures.

In 2020, his choreography Toothpicks won third prize at the International Choreography 
Competition in Hannover, and in 2021, he was a finalist at the International 
Choreography Competition in Copenhagen with his choreography I’ll do the talking.  
In 2023 he premiered The Habit, a new piece for the Bavarian State Ballet, and two new 
pieces in the free dance scene, Born by the sea and Scheme, the latter exploring the 
challenges of structural change by examining complaint processes in dance institutions.

He was named one of the 20 most promising European choreographers for the year 
2024 by the prestigious dance platform Aerowaves for his piece Born by the sea and 
premiered The Mass Ornament, a new commission for 15 dancers at the Hessisches 
Staatsballett (Wiesbaden, Germany).

His upcoming commissions are a recreation of Orpheus, a new full-length production 
for the Leipzig Ballet for the 2025/2026 season for 40 dancers, a new creation in 
collaboration with (LA) HORDE / Ballet National de Marseille with premiere in October 
2026 and a restaging of his piece “The Mass Ornament” for Sydney Dance Company 
with premiere at the Sydney Opera House in June 2026.

JULIA FELDMAN
Julia Feldman received her training under Pamela Hayes of 
Pamela Hayes Classical Ballet and began her professional career 
with the Sacramento Ballet in 2011, where she is currently a 
Company Artist. She discovered her passion for choreography 
through the company’s annual ‘Beer and Ballet’ program, 
creating a new work each year since 2012. In 2019, she was 

selected for the National Choreographer’s Initiative in Irvine, CA, under the direction 
of Molly Lynch. In 2021, Feldman was one of three choreographers commissioned to 
co-create a new Nutcracker for the Sacramento Ballet, led by Artistic Director Anthony 
Krutzkamp. The following year, she was selected for the New York Choreographic 
Institute’s Spring Session, directed by Adrian DanchigWaring. Her first full-work 
commission for the Sacramento Ballet, ‘Hearts’, premiered in April 2022. Her second 
commission, ‘Pockets of Light,’ debuted in March 2025 and was followed by a third work 
which premiered in Fall 2025. In February 2026, Feldman premiered a new work with 
Smuin Contemporary Ballet, led by Artistic Director Amy Seiwert. In 2015, Feldman 
co-founded Capital Dance Project (CDP), a collective of professional dancers based in 
Sacramento. The company focuses on creating world premiere works in collaboration 
with local visual artists and musicians. Feldman has created ten works for CDP to date 
and plays an integral role in shaping the organization’s mission, management, and 
creative vision behind its annual ‘Behind the Barre’ and ‘Digital Series’ productions.
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DAYOUNG JUNG
DaYoung Jung is an award-winning choreographer, dance 
educator, and former principal dancer. Originally from South 
Korea, she trained at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Moscow, 
graduating with honors and earning a master’s degree in Ballet 
Pedagogy. In 2006, she was a semifinalist at the Serge Lifar 
International Ballet Competition in Donetsk, Ukraine.

Jung joined Oklahoma City Ballet in 2012, was promoted to soloist in 2014, and to 
principal dancer in 2017. Throughout her career, she performed principal roles in several 
classical works including Giselle, Romeo & Juliet, Swan Lake, The Firebird, Cinderella, 
and The Sleeping Beauty. She also performed works by renowned choreographers such 
as George Balanchine, Jiří Kylián, Twyla Tharp, Stanton Welch, Septime Weber, Michael 
Pink, Robert Mills, and many others. Her final performance with Oklahoma City Ballet 
was in May 2022 as Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty, after which she transitioned into her 
current role as a Rehearsal Director.

Jung’s choreographic works have been commissioned by companies and projects 
across the United States, including the Oklahoma City Ballet, National Choreographers 
Initiative, Milwaukee Ballet, Nevada Ballet Theatre, and PointeWorks, among others. Her 
work Vignettes, created in 2022, was chosen as the audience favorite at the Milwaukee 
Ballet’s Genesis: International Choreographic Competition.

DANIEL OJEDA
Originally from Queens, New York, Daniel is a freelance 
choreographer and dancer based in New York City. After starting 
in musical theater at the age of 3 under the direction of Teresa 
and Mark Aubel, Daniel transitioned to ballet at 12 years old. 
His training includes the School of American Ballet, the Pacific 
Northwest Ballet School, Ballet Academy East, and the Central 

Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, all of which he received a full scholarship. His training also 
includes coaching from Barbara Walczak, and Northwest Dance Project’s LAUNCH 
Program. Throughout his career as a dancer, Daniel has been featured in works by 
George Balanchine, Twyla Tharp, Lar Lubovitch, Craig Davidson, Danielle Rowe, Lauren 
Edson, Alejandro Cerrudo, Penny Saunders, Wen Wei Wang, Robyn Mineko Williams, 
Joseph Hernandez, Edwaard Liang, Alex Ketley, FLOCK, and Juliano Nunes to name 
a few. Daniel was promoted to soloist with Ballet Idaho in 2022 before retiring in 2024 
after a thirteen year career. As a choreographer, Daniel has made over fifteen original 
works for Ballet Idaho and has been choreographing for the company since his first 
season in 2011. He consistently strives to collaborate with artists of different mediums. 
Daniel’s work has also premiered in cities all over the US including Seattle, Dallas, Salt 
Lake City, Colorado Springs, and New York City. His work “The Unnatural Pattern” was 
selected as the audience favorite in 2020 as part of the Men In Dance Festival in Seattle. 
In 2024, Daniel was a recipient of the $10,000 Alexa Rose Light of Day Award. Later that 
summer, he choreographed, directed, and self-produced his first ever evening length 
show “BY & BYE: an unsustainable art show” which included collaborations from fifteen 
plus Boise based artists. In 2025, Daniel was selected to be a choreographic fellow for 
the Carmel Dance Festival.
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ALEXANDRA SCHOOLING
Alex Schooling is from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and studied at 
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. She then earned a BFA in 
Dance Performance, with a minor in Peace and Conflict Studies, 
from Butler University, where she studied choreography under 
Susan McGuire. Afterward, Alex freelanced in Portland, Oregon, 
collaborating with Push/Fold and working on dance films with 

The Holding Project. She was an original member of PDX Contemporary Ballet and was 
commissioned by the company in 2015.

In 2016, Alex joined Oklahoma City Ballet, performing a diverse repertoire by 
choreographers such as Alexander Ekman, Twyla Tharp, and Jessica Lang. She has 
contributed to the creation of original works by artists like Rena Butler, Nicolo Fonte, 
Dayoung Jung, Larry Keigwin and Ryan Jolicoeur-Nye. Alex’s choreography has been 
featured in several showcases, including Oklahoma City Ballet’s Future Voices and 
CURE8, presented by Race Dance Collective. She has been commissioned by Central 
Oklahoma Ballet Theatre since 2022 to create original works for their summer season. 
Alex has been a finalist at the Red Rock Dance Festival and Palm Desert Choreography 
Festival. In 2025, Alex was nominated as a Kirkpatrick Foundation Emerging Artist 
Fellow. She loves collaboration and spending her days experimenting in the studio.  
Alex is awed by the process of artistic creation and endlessly inspired by the clouds.
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ABOUT THE PRODUCTION TEAM

DAVID GOODMAN-EDBERG  |  Lighting Designer

David Goodman-Edberg (Lighting Designer, he/him) is a Chicago-based lighting 
designer working in the realms of dance, operatic, theatrical, and architectural design.  
In the dance world, he has lit new works by such choreographers as Shannon Alvis, 
Hope Boykin, Marc Brew, Norbert De La Cruz III, Laurie Eisenhower, Nicolo Fonte, 
Monique Haley, Kristina Isabelle, Noelle Kayser, Erin Kilmurray, Kevin O’Day, Marco 
Palomino, Joshua Peugh, Stephanie Pizzo, Nick Pupillo, Wilfredo Rivera, Wade Schaaf, 
Marlene Skog, Jacqueline Stewart, Micaela Taylor, Jessica Miller Tomlinson, Tess Voelker,
Maleek Washington, and Edgar Zendejas. He has been a longstanding collaborator with 
Eisenhower Dance Detroit, serving as lighting director for the company since 2018.

ALFONSO PEDUTO  |  Composer  |  To Carry Our Own Names
Classically trained in composition and piano performance, Alfonso is part of a new wave 
of composer-pianists that perform their own works, sitting at the edge of contemporary 
and tradition. His catalogue is mainly focused in expanding the piano’s repertoire in 
new directions, with works for solo piano, piano and electronics, multiple pianos, but 
also includes works for orchestral, chamber and choral. His music has appeared in 
stages in Europe and the United States. He has written for film and dance, with notable 
productions by the Milwaukee Ballet, Kansas City Ballet, New York City Ballet and the 
Pacific Northwest Ballet. His music has also appeared in collaborations with companies 
such as Yamaha, Salomon and Google. He holds degrees from UC Berkeley, Berkelee 
College of Music and New England Conservatory of Music.

PHILIP DANIEL  |  Composer  |  To Carry Our Own Names
Originating from Lincoln, Nebraska, Daniel is a distinguished pianist/composer, 
acclaimed for his ability to evoke powerful emotions thru his music. He holds a Masters 
degree in Piano Performance from the UMKC Conservatory and a Bachelor’s degree in 
Piano Performance and Pedagogy from HastingsCollege.

He has cultivated a musical voice that gracefully merges classical elements, cinematic 
qualities and minimalist characteristics. His main vehicle is the piano merged w/ 
electronics/percussion and Daniel’s compositions resonate w/ both seasoned musicians 
and casual listeners, creating a profound emotional impact on a diverse audience.

In addition to his solo projects, he has established a full-time career writing music for 
dance and film. He has worked w/ notable companies/choreographers such as the Seoul 
Metropolitan Ballet, Jacob Jonas, Whim Whim, Salt Dance, Kansas City Ballet, Ballet X, 
Cincinnati Ballet, and more. His music has been listened to over 100 million times and 
also featured in countless films worldwide. Philip also maintains an active performing 
career, touring throughout the US year round.



GRAINGER ACADEMY OF THE JOFFREY BALLET  |  WINNING WORKS 2026  |  16

CLAUDE DEBUSSY  |  Composer  |  Hushed Power
Achille Claude Debussy (French: ; 22 August 1862–25 March 1918) was a French 
composer. He is sometimes seen as the first Impressionist composer, although he 
vigorously rejected the term. He was among the most influential composers of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. His music was to a considerable extent a reaction against 
Wagner and the German musical tradition. He regarded the classical symphony as 
obsolete and sought an alternative in his “symphonic sketches,” La mer (1903–1905). His 
piano works include sets of 24 Préludes and 12 Études. Throughout his career he
wrote mélodies based on a wide variety of poetry, including his own. He was greatly 
influenced by the Symbolist poetic movement of the later 19th century. With early 
influences including Russian and Far Eastern music and works by Chopin, Debussy 
developed his own style of harmony and orchestral colouring, derided — and 
unsuccessfully resisted — by much of the musical establishment of the day. His works 
have strongly influenced a wide range of composers including Béla Bartók, Olivier 
Messiaen, George Benjamin, and the jazz pianist and composer Bill Evans.
NOTE: This has been compiled from the bio on Classicals.de.

GREGOR QUENDEL  |  Composer  |  Hushed Power
As a sound designer, Gregor Quendel aims to create impactful sound effects that add 
value and meaning to images. He collaborates with leading European sound studios, 
advertising agencies and high-end production companies.

CHRISTIAN SINDING  |  Composer  |  Hushed Power
Christian August Sinding (11 January 1856–3 December 1941) was a Norwegian 
composer. He is best known for his lyrical work for piano Frühlingsrauschen (Rustle of 
Spring, 1896). He was often compared to Edvard Grieg and regarded as his successor. 
He studied music first in Christiania (now Oslo) before going to Germany, where he 
studied at the conservatory in Leipzig under Salomon Jadassohn and fell under the 
musical influences of Wagner and Liszt. In 1921–22 he went to the United States of 
America to teach composition for a season at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, 
New York. Sinding’s publishers required from him piano and chamber music, which had 
broader sales than the symphonic works he preferred. His own instrument was the violin. 
Sinding is best remembered today for one of his piano works, Frühlingsrauschen (Rustle 
of Spring, 1896). Among his other works are four symphonies, three violin concertos, 
a piano concerto, chamber music, songs and choral works to Norwegian texts, and an 
opera, Der Heilige Berg (The Holy Mountain, 1914).
NOTE: This has been compiled from the bio on Classicals.de.

ANONYMOUS CHOIR  |  Composer  |  Hushed Power
In 2011, Anonymous Choir emerged as a wintertime project proposed by chanteuse/
pianist/musician Nona Marie Invie (Dark Dark Dark, RONiiA) and close friends as a 
way to purge the winter blues and stir something musical and creative together with a 
community of women. The choir is comprised of an array of women who enjoy singing 
and experimenting vocally, and come from varying vocal experiences. They kneel at 
the altars of such luminaries as Kate Bush, Neil Young, Leonard Cohen, Joni Mitchell 
and Wendy Rene. Nona reimagines and arranges the pieces into four vocal parts and 
plays piano accompaniment. Anonymous Choir has performed for US venues, including 
providing original live choral scores for film festivals and dance performances.
For its first french tour, the choir will cover part of the repertoire of folk musician and 
poet Leonard Cohen.
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CHRIS DESIEN  |  Sound Designer  |  Hushed Power
Chris Desien is a percussionist and sound designer originally from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. A lifelong musician, he has worked in performance and digital music 
production, and has professional experience in arts organizations, including six years 
at the Oklahoma Contemporary Arts Center. He is a long-time collaborator with 
choreographer Alex Schooling, composing original music and creating sound designs 
for her work. Making music for dance has pushed his practice beyond conventional 
musical forms, inviting approaches shaped by movement, timing, and unexpected 
creative prompts.

GIDEON BROSHY  |  Composer  |  Visitors
Gideon Broshy is a composer, pianist, and producer from New York City. He builds 
clouds and swarms from sharp figures, using improvisation, synthesis, and MIDI. His 
music attends to the strange and prolific seam between self and world — where people 
meet the social in a tangle of connections. His debut album, Nest (New Amsterdam 
Records, 2025), has been recognized by NPR’s All Songs Considered, Stereogum, A 
Closer Listen, and The Big Takeover, and presented on BBC Radio 3 and NTS Radio. As 
a composer and producer, he’s worked with artists like Sō Percussion, Roomful of Teeth, 
William Brittelle, Matt Evans, and Wendy Eisenberg. As a pianist, he’s performed on 
NPR and at Carnegie Hall. His interdisciplinary work includes projects for dance, theater, 
film, and installation, presented by the Science New Wave, Greenwich Village, and East 
London LGBTQ+ Film Festivals; the Yale University Art Gallery; and the Joffrey Ballet. 
His writing has been published by Which Sinfonia and the New Journal. He was an artist-
in-residence at Millay Arts in 2025. 

CUBA QUARTET  |  Composer  |  Visitors
Despite their name, Cuba Quartet is actually a trio made up of Swedish musicians 
Andreas Unge, Gunnar Thullberg, and Thomas de Paula Eby. All three are part of the 
esteemed Scandinavian timba band Calle Real. Drawing inspiration from iconic Cuban 
acts such as Buena Vista Social Club and Ibrahim Ferrer, whose music initially led them 
to live, study, and perform in Cuba, the trio came together to form Cuba Quartet with 
the aim of recording their own Cuban-inspired music.

JEREMY STEWART  |  Composer  |  Visitors
An accomplished composer, orchestrator, and performer, Jeremy Stewart brings a 
diverse musical perspective to the dance and performance world. With a Master 
of Music in Performance and a Bachelor of Music in Composition from Boise State 
University, Jeremy possesses a deep technical foundation across both classical 
and contemporary genres. Jeremy has a proven track record of creating immersive 
narrative works, notably composing and orchestrating the original score for the Ballet 
Idaho production, The Monster and the Gift. His expertise extends to large-scale 
collaborations, including arranging a 40-minute symphonic performance for the Boise 
Philharmonic, as well as scoring for indie film. Equally comfortable in the studio and 
on stage, Stewart’s work spans from solo piano albums to electronic soundscapes. As 
a keyboardist for the band Foul Weather and a seasoned audio engineer, he blends 
traditional orchestration with modern synthesis to create evocative soundscapes.
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THE BOMB PULSE  |  Composer  |  Visitors
With syncopated, dance-able grooves stitching together noisy and occasionally catchy 
post-punk songs, The BOMB Pulse are the house-party band you were hoping would 
be here. Jump up and down. Slide around. Shake your hips. Do something weird with 
your head. The BOMB Pulse will be teetering on the edge of tight precision and sloppy 
abandon while you do it.

JOHN ADAMS  |  Composer  |  Éclat
Composer, conductor, and creative thinker — John Adams occupies a unique position 
in the world of American music. His works, both operatic and symphonic, stand out 
among contemporary classical compositions for their depth of expression, brilliance 
of sound, and the profoundly humanist nature of their themes. John Adams is a much 
sought-after conductor, appearing with the world’s major orchestras, including the New 
York Philharmonic, London Symphony Orchestra, the Concertgebouw Orchestra, the 
Berliner Philharmoniker, the Chicago Symphony, and the Metropolitan Opera. Many 
of his orchestral works have had their premieres with these distinguished orchestras, 
including Harmonium, Harmonielehre, Absolute Jest, The Dharma at Big Sur and The 
Gospel According to the Other Mary and two of his piano concertos. A 2023 New 
York Times Arts & Leisure cover story called Adams “arguably our greatest living 
composer.” Through his conducting and commissioning of new works, Adams has 
become a significant mentor of the younger generation of American composers. The 
Pacific Harmony Foundation, created with his wife, the photographer Deborah O’Grady, 
supports commissions and performances of new works and musical education initiatives 
throughout the country. As an advocate of young composers, Adams has conducted 
over 100 premieres of new works over the course of his career. He received the 2021 
Ditson Conductor’s Award from Columbia University in recognition for his “exceptional 
commitment to American composers.”
NOTE: To read John Adams’ complete bio, please visit earbox.com/john-adams

YANTÓ  |  Composer  |  A Strange House We Must Keep and Fill
Yantó is a Brazilian composer, singer, music producer, and performer based in São 
Paulo. His work explores the intersections of Brazilian traditional music, pop, and 
experimental electronics. He holds a Master’s degree in Performing Arts and a degree 
in Popular Music from UNICAMP, one of Brazil’s most prestigious universities, where he 
also completed a full professional curriculum in contemporary dance. As a composer 
for the stage, Yantó has created scores for prominent contemporary dance works 
choreographed by Rafaela Sahyoun, including BOCA ABISSAL and Fôlego for the 
Balé da Cidade de São Paulo, and CRUSH for the ELETRO-RAIA company. Alongside 
his work for theater and dance, he maintains a prolific career as a songwriter, with a 
discography that includes five studio albums (eLe, VERÃO, LINEKER, Sítio Arqueológico, 
and talho). He is an alumni of OneBeat, a program of the U.S. State Department and 
Found Sound Nation. He was selected for the New Music Commissioning Programme 
2025/26, a partnership between Sound and Music and the British Council. In São Paulo’s 
artistic scene, Yantó also works as an actor, dancer, and lead singer of Bloco Explode 
Coração, one of the city’s largest carnival ensembles, which draws crowds of over 
300,000 people.
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THANK YOU MCA CHICAGO
Thank you to our venue partner, the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, for 
providing our students the opportunity to perform on stage at the Edlis Neeson Theater.

RECEIVE A FREE ADMISSION VOUCHER to the MCA by showing your 
Winning Works program book at the MCA box office by April 15, 2026. 
 
Enjoy 10% off at the MCA Gift Shop with code JOF10  
*Valid March 13–April 13

CONNECT WITH US

  Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet	   graingeracademyjoffrey

  TheJoffreyBallet				      graingeracademyjoffrey
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The Grainger Academy offers auditioned-based Summer Intensives for ages 7–22,  
non-auditioned Summer Dance Workshops for ages ages 7–18, Children’s, Dance Lab, 

and Adult classes, and an Adult Summer Intensive for ages 18+.

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, 
including the Joffrey Ballet School in New York. Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the 
organizational mission, training syllabi, and artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information,  
please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.  |  Photo by Cheryl Mann. 

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director

SECURE YOUR SUMMER PLANS TODAY 
VISIT JOFFREY.ORG/SUMMERPROGRAMS FOR MORE INFO

THE ONLY TRAINING PROGRAMS AFFILIATED WITH  
THE JOFFREY BALLET  |  ONLY IN CHICAGO

SUMMER PROGRAMS



Special thanks to Live Music Sponsors Sandy and Roger Deromedi, Sage Foundation, and The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music
Joffrey Company Artists Victoria Jaiani and Alberto Velazquez. Photo by Carolyn McCabe.

2025–2026 70TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON SPONSORS

THE 
FLORIAN 

FUND

Anne L. 
Kaplan

Robert and 
Penelope Steiner 

Family Foundation

ALL PERFORMANCES TAKE PLACE AT:

LYRIC OPERA HOUSE 
20 N. Wacker Dr.  |  Chicago, IL

JUNE 4–14  |  JOFFREY.ORG

A S H L E Y  W H E AT E R  M B E

TICKETS  
START AT  

$46 $46 

Eugene Onegin

EUGENE ONEGIN COMMISSIONING SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Lorna Ferguson and Terry Clark  
Anne L. Kaplan  
Lynda Sue Lane, M.D.  
Rudolf Nureyev Fund at The Joffrey Ballet  
Mr. and Mrs. Joel V. Williamson

MAJOR SPONSORS

Mary Jo and Doug Basler  
Dancing Skies Foundation  
Ethel Gofen  
Alexandra C. Nichols  
Audrey L. Weaver

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Make it Better Foundation 
Gary Metzner and  
	 Scott Johnson
Bill and Orli Staley  
	 Foundation

COSTUME SPONSOR

Jane Ellen Murray  
	 Foundation 

COMMISSIONED SCORE SPONSOR 

Marion A. Cameron-Gray  
	 and J. Douglas Gray 
The Marina and Arnold  
	 Tatar Fund for Live Music
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ARTISTS

BALLET TRAINEE PROGRAM 
Makenzie Agdeppa
Jacob Anderson
Gael Arturo Andrade Rodriguez
Aiko Arakaki
Jennifer Firschein
Alexiane Fivaz
Olivia Friedman-Blixt
Devin Griffith
Meghan Gutowski
William Hanford
Elsa Herr
Leah Hillman
Millicent Huang
Olivia Jalandoon
Ava Kinzler
Madeline Kobayashi
Jake Lapham
Hugo Levine
Sophia Longid

Audrey Lyons
Elena Martinez Santamaria
Sydney McAllister-Bowen
Kross Michaels
Natalie Moon
Naranbaatar Myagmarsuren
Georgia Neal
Meghan Ong
Xiao Ortega Valverde
Julia Pack
Zosia Penherski
Max Prince-Rosenberg
Ashlie Rohan
Allyson Schmitt-Vallejo
Emma Tomlinson
Uzay Usta
Reilly VerSchure
Ivy Zigler
Rachel Zwieschowski

CONTEMPORARY BALLET TRAINEE PROGRAM 
Sophia Castellano
Ella Champion
Koko Chang
Amelie Rose Clyde
Charlotte Deike
Sophie Jacqueline Dupressoir
Talula Estes
Aria Geye
Savannah Gibbs

Skyler Jarman
Hannah Kreft
Lorraine Robinson
Abby Sanchez
Tatiyana Subotnik
Emma Terry
Clair-Elise Villaflor
Abigail Welenc

CONSERVATORY PROGRAM 
Paloma Bas
Georgia Blackwell
Daichi Hoshino
Zaria Johnson
Mary Elizabeth Kurek
Ariana Mendoza
Amelia Parkinson

Zoey Schmit
Luisa Suarez
Alizé Valencony
Adeline Vinson
Kate Waters
Gianna Zingone

JOFFREY STUDIO COMPANY
Ireber Bilbao
HannahJane Case
Javier Cubillas Izaguirre
Rose Grim
Jiyoung Kang

Cassidy Leishman
Rowan Lindamood
Aoi Morohashi
Paul Rivard
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SPONSOR A SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR THE GRAINGER ACADEMY 
OF THE JOFFREY BALLET 

SHAPE  SHAPE  
THE NEXT THE NEXT 
GENERATION GENERATION 
OF ARTISTSOF ARTISTS

OFFICIAL PROVIDER OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet is the only training program owned, operated or endorsed by The Joffrey Ballet. The Joffrey Ballet is not affiliated with any other dance training or school program, including the Joffrey 
Ballet School in New York. Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet, located in the Exelon Education Center at Joffrey Tower in Chicago, Illinois is the only school that follows the organizational mission, training syllabi, and 
artistic vision of The Joffrey Ballet. No other program, including those holding the Joffrey name, is sanctioned by The Joffrey Ballet. For more information,  
please contact Academy Reception at 312.784.4600.  |  Photos by Katie Miller

Ashley Wheater MBE, The Mary B. Galvin Artistic Director
Greg Cameron, President and CEO
Suzanne Lopez, Abbott Academy Director

With the help of generous donors like you,  
the Joffrey provides over $500,000 in scholarships 
and tuition waivers annually to students at the 
Grainger Academy of The Joffrey Ballet. 

Our Academy Scholarship program ensures that 
dedicated students have access to world-class 
training and exceptional performance opportunities 
at Joffrey, eliminating financial barriers on their paths 
to becoming professional dancers. 

“ I am truly inspired by 
the young artists in the 
Grainger Academy. 
Supporting the Scholarship 
Fund is my way of ensuring 
the next generation of 
dancers can learn, grow, 
and thrive — regardless of 
financial circumstance.” 

— Margie Staples

To learn more about our Scholarship program  
please contact Kristen Bigham, Director of Major 
Gifts, at 312.386.8962 or kbigham@joffrey.org.
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JO
FFREY STAFF

ABOUT THE JOFFREY STAFF
EXECUTIVE 
LEADERSHIP
ASHLEY WHEATER MBE 
The Mary B. Galvin 
Artistic Director

GREG CAMERON 
President & Chief 
Executive Officer

GRAINGER ACADEMY 
Suzanne Lopez 
Abbott Academy 
Director 

Keesha Beckford 
Dance Lab Program 
Liaison

Oğulcan Borova 
Head of Studio 
Company and Ballet 
Trainee Program

Katlin Michael 
Bourgeois 
Head of Contemporary 
Ballet Trainee Program

Brianna Brandon 
Academy Managing 
Director

Alex Bray 
Lead Academy Services 
Associate

Jason Butler 
Academy Registrar and 
Student Life Manager

Raúl Casasola 
Head of Adult Division 
and Principal Teacher

Karin Ellis-Wentz 
Head of Conservatory 
and Pre-Professional 
Program

Amy Giancarlo  
Head of Children’s 
Program

Meghann Mueller 
Adaptive Program 
Liaison

Hannah Ogunnubi 
Academy Production 
Coordinator

Megan Peters 
Academy Student 
Services Specialist

Deirdre Shore 
Academy Services 
Associate 

Rhiannon Spoelhof 
Academy Marketing 
and Communications 
Coordinator

ADVANCEMENT 
Brian Smith 
Chief Advancement 
Officer

Ellen Bialek 
Associate Director of 
Individual Giving 

Kristen Bigham 
Director of Major & 
Planned Gifts

Colene Byrd 
Director of Sales & 
Patron Services

Jade Capua 
Associate Director of 
Marketing

Daria Caravette 
Institutional Giving 
Manager

Bryce Coachman 
Patron Services 
Associate

Julia Doherty 
Artistic Innovation 
Fund Project Manager

Sarah Fiala 
Marketing Director

Sarah Freeman 
Development Assistant 

Sarah Geocaris 
Director of Individual 
Giving

Emmy Hensley 
Annual Giving Manager

Alex Hinand 
Director of 
Development 
Operations 

Ramsey Hoey 
Communications and 
Digital Media Director

Austin Jennings 
Patron Services 
Supervisor

Caity Kirchberg 
Major and Planned 
Gifts Manager

Lily Koltun 
Marketing Coordinator

Claire Leon 
Patron Services 
Associate

Carolyn McCabe 
Digital Strategy 
Manager

Alexandra Michel 
Director of Events and 
Corporate Partnerships

Alicia Petrone 
Associate Director of 
Major & Planned Gifts

Ryan Sandy 
Patron Services 
Associate

Meaghan Smallwood 
Director of 
Development

Sierra Taylor 
Patron Services 
Associate

Elina Walchuk 
Patron Services 
Associate

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC 
Nicolas Blanc 
Rehearsal Director

Adam Blyde 
Rehearsal Director

Jorge Ivars 
Company Pianist 

Christine Rocas 
Rehearsal Director

Scott Speck 
Music Director & 
Principal Conductor

Jared Wright 
Company Pianist

COMPANY 
ADMINISTRATION  
AND PRODUCTION

Cody Chen 
General Manager 

Gregg Benkovich 
Shoe Manager

Matthew Carney 
Head Electrician

Ellie Cotey 
Costume Manager 

Catherine Eby 
Company Manager

Amanda Heuermann 
Stage Manager

Jerica Hucke 
Draper

Barbara Luchsinger 
Lead Stitcher

Chris Maravich 
Lighting and Video 
Supervisor

Alyssa Pietrzyk 
Stitcher 

Finlay Ross 
Audio Engineer 

Bridget Rzymski  
Head of Hair and 
Makeup

Katherine Selig 
Principal Stage 
Manager

Joshua Stenger  
Artistic and Production 
Fellow

Adam Todd 
Head Carpenter

Shandee Vaughan 
Production Manager

Cassandra Westover 
Head Props 

John Wilson 
Assistant Electrician/
Programmer

Scott Wolfson 
Technical Supervisor 

Kevin Woodrow 
Artistic Administrator 
and Assistant to the 
Artistic Director

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Linda Swayze 
Director of Community 
Engagement

Ivy Anderson 
Community 
Engagement Program 
Coordinator

Annika Hileman 
Community 
Engagement Program 
Coordinator

Julianna Jarik 
Community 
Engagement Manager

Ari Meixner 
Community 
Engagement Business 
Administrator 

Michael Smith 
Community 
Engagement Program 
Supervisor

FINANCE AND 
OPERATIONS

Shari Massey 
Deputy Director & 
Chief Financial Officer 

Michelle Dunbar 
Human Resources 
Generalist 

Katie Dysard 
Staff Accountant 

Paul Key 
Director of Technology 

John Kurtz 
Director of Facility 
Operations

Gee Hoon Lim 
Director of Finance 

Lauren Martin 
Assistant to the 
President & CEO

Emily Rasmussen 
Office & Facilities 
Coordinator

Pablo Sanchez 
Board Relations 
Manager

Luisa Torres 
IT Technician

Stephanie Valls-Yanez  
Payroll and Accounting 
Coordinator

Sarah Venuti Yates 
Director of Human 
Resources
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SAVE THE DATE
JOFFREY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026
7–11PM
SEE YOU ON THE DANCE FLOOR
JOFFREY.ORG/CELEBRATION

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

Joffrey Artist Laila Madison. Photo by Evan Jenkins.
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JOFFREY TOWER  |  10 EAST RANDOLPH STREET  |  CHICAGO, IL 60601  |  JOFFREY.ORG


